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REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1909. 


To  the  Cowntij  Comicil  of  the  Coinity  Palatine 

of  Lancaster. 

Air.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  twenty-first 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitation  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  County,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  Annual  Reports 
received  from  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
favourable  mortality  statistics  of  the  past  year.  The  general 
death-rate  of  13’96  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  the  lowest 
hitherto  recorded  in  this  County  ;  an  equally  gratifying 
decrease  has  also  taken  place  in  the  infantile  mortality  as 
measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  to 
1,000  births,  and  in  the  death-rate  from  the  principle 
epidemic  diseases  which  corresponded  to  1-06  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  against  1-37  in  the  previous  year, 
and  an  average  of  1’72  for  the  preceding  decade.  These 
statistics  may  be  taken  as  the  reflex  of  conditions  favourable  to 
the  public  liealth,  and  they  ought  to  stimulate  local  Authorities 
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to  make  every  effort  to  secure  even  better  results  by  close 
attention  to  all  matters  affecting,  or  threatening  to  affect, 
injuriously  tlae  health  of  all  persons,  young  or  old,  placed  under 
their  care. 

The  birth-rate  equal  to  23-57  per  1,000  of  the  population 
indicates  a  fall  of  1-29  as  compared  Avith  the  previous  year 
and  2-3  on  tlie  average  of  the  preceding  decade,  in  fact  it  is  the 
loAvest  recorded  in  this  County. 

Reports  from  all  the  district  Authorities,  auz.,  131,  came 
under  review  ;  of  these  113  were  printed,  13  type  written,  and 
5  in  manuscript.  The  special  reports  supplied  by  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  under  Article  18  of  the  Local  GoA^ernment 
Board  Order,  1891,  numbered  223,  against  143  in  1908,  159 
in  1907,  131  in  1906,  and  71  in  1905,  Monthly  returns  of 
deaths  and  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  or  ascertained 
have  been  recewed  from  all  the  County  districts,  and  this 
Amluntary  work  on  the  part  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
is  much  appreciated. 

r 

From  the  Exchequer  Contribution  Account  payments 
liave  been  made  towards  the  salaries  of  sanitary  officials  under 
Section  24  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  to  the  Councils 
of  15  boroughs,  89  urban  districts,  19  rural  districts,  and  2 
port  sanitary  districts.  The  total  payments  during  the 
financial  year  ended  March  31st,  1910,  amounted  to 
£9,891  15s.  lid.,  of  which  Medical  Officers  of  Health  receRed 
£4,217  8s.  7d.,  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  £5,674  7s.  4d. 

Much  valuable  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  and  it  has  been  obserA^ed 
that  the  midwives  more  clearly  recognise  the  importance  of 
scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  It 
may  also  be  mentioned  that  the  midAvRes  now  insist,  as  far  as 
possible,  on  their  patients  providing  themseRes  AAuth  proper 
and  sufficient  changes  of  clean  clothing,  &c.,  during  the 
parturient  period,  and  it  would  be  Avell  if  this  principle  Avere 
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generally  adopted.  The  death-rate  from  puerperal  septicaemia, 
commonly  known  as  “  puerperal  fever,  ”  corresponding  to  l‘4d 
per  1,000  of  the  County  births  is  unnecessarily  high,  and  might 
be  reduced  to  one-lialf  by  strict  enforcement  of  antisepsis  and 
asepsis.  The  majority  of  the  144  puerperal  fever  cases  with  62 
deaths  which  were  recorded  during  the  year,  may  be  looked  on 
as  calamitous  and  avoidable,  and  holding  this  opinion,  it  has 
during  the  past  year  been  my  custom  to  report  to  the  Midwives 
Act  Committee  the  result  of  careful  enquiries  made  into  every 
case  of  this  character  occurring  in  the  practice  of  the  County 
midwives. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  3,450  samples  of 
food  have  been  analysed  by  the  County  Analysts.  Of  these, 
3,102  were  submitted  for  examination  by  County  Officers,  and 
348  by  Inspectors  for  local  Authorities  and  private  purchasers. 
The  proportion  of  offences  to  total  samples,  equal  to  4-49,  was 
below  the  average  usually  detected  in  this  County. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWAED  SERGEANT, 

County  INIedical  Officer  of  Health. 


Preston,  October  20th,  1910. 
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THE  COUNTY, 


Area  and  Population. — -The  year  1909  was  marked  by 
a  further  reduction  of  the  County  area  owing  to  the  extension 
of  the  City  of  Manchester.  By  the  operation  of  the  Manchester 
Corporation  Act,  1909,  the  urban  districts  of  Gorton  and 
Levenshulme  became  absorbed  by  the  City  on  the  9th  day  of 
November,  and  consequently  the  administrative  County  sus¬ 
tained  a  loss  of  1,753  statute  acres,  population  estimated  at 
60,000  persons,  and  rateable  value  for  County  purposes 
£191,968.  After  the  changes  mentioned,  the  total  area  of  the 
County  stood  at  1,066,867  acres. 

In  February,  the  Local  Government  Board  held  an 
inquiry  into  an  application  by  the  Corporation  of  Ashton- 
under- Lyne  to  include  the  urban  district  of  Hurst  within  the 
Borough  boundary,  but  the  application  was  not  acceded  to. 


The  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  County  Council 
in  October,  considered  an  application  from  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Tyldesley-with-Shakerley  for  the  inclusion 
in  their  district  of  the  Township  of  Astley,  a  portion  of  the 
Leigh  Eural  District,  but  as  the  Committee  were  of  opinion  that 
a  prima  facie  case  had  not  been  made  out,  the  application  was 
not  granted. 


The  population  of  the  Administrative  County  at  the 
middle  of  the  year  1909,  according  to  the  estimates  furnished 
by  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  dealt  with  in  this 
report,  corresponded  to  1,830,162,  or  24,934  more  than  the 
estimated  population  of  the  previous  year.  At  the  census  of 
1901  the  population  was  enumerated  at  1,827,436,  and  since 
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that  date  a  loss  of  population  equal  to  229,381  has  taken  place 
due  to  the  extension  of  County  Boroughs,  and  the  creation  of 
two  new  County  Boroughs — Blackpool  and  Southport.  In¬ 
clusive  of  the  reduction  in  population  in  November,  already 
referred  to,  the  total  loss  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  289,381 
since  the  last  census.  As  in  previous  years  the  estimated 
population  of  the  County  is  exclusive  of  at  least  21,754  residents 
in  the  Public  Institutions  situated  within  its  area,  but  used  for 
the  reception  of  persons  from  outside  districts. 

Tables  I.  and  III.  appended  (page  220  et  seq.)  give  the 
acreage  and  population  of  each  County  district.  From  the 
whole  of  the  districts — 131  in  number— reports  have  been 
received,  and  a  digest  of  each  report  is  appended. 


Particulars  as  to  the  area,  population  and  proportion  of 
persons  to  an  acre  in  the  districts  under  review  are  given  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Population 

Area  in  Acres 

Estimated  by 

Persons 

Acres 

(per  Census 

Medical  Officers 

per 

per 

Return). 

ot  Health, 
1909. 

Acre. 

Person. 

Alunicipal  Boroughs  ... 

78,000 

573,172 

7-34 

0-13 

Urban  Districts  . 

273,767 

1,023,561 

3-73 

0-26 

Eural  Districts . 

716,853 

233,429 

0-32 

3-07 

Administrative  County... 

1,068,620 

1,830,162 

1-71 

0-58 

Births  registered  in  the  whole  of  the  ^Administrative 
County  numbered  43,146 — in  the  urban  districts  37,796  and 
in  the  rural  districts  5,350.  As  compared  with  tlie  previous 
year  there  was  a  decrease  of  1,743  births. 
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The  sex  of  the  children  born  is  given  below : — 


Males. 

P'emales. 

Total. 

Urban  Districts  . 

19,288 

18,508 

37,796 

Eural  Districts . 

2,769 

2,581 

5,350 

Administrative  County  ... 

22,057 

21,089 

43,146 

The  male  births  again  exceeded  the  female  births,  the 
excess  being  equal  to  2*25  per  cent. ;  in  the  preceding  year  the 
excess  corresponded  to  2-47,  and  1-75  in  1907.  In  the  whole 
County  the  births  of  males  were  to  those  of  females  as  1,045  is 
to  1,000,  in  the  urban  districts  1,042  to  1,000,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  1,072  to  1,000. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  County  birth-rates,  and 
those  of  England  and  Wales  during  the  years  1899-1909  : — 


Rate  per  i,ooo  of  the  Population. 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

1902. 

igor. 

1900. 

1899. 

Urban  Districts 

23'67 

25'05 

24-47 

25-11 

25-22 

25-66 

27-04 

26-95 

26-78 

26-96 

27-31 

Rural  Districts.. 

22'9I 

23'6o 

22-60 

24-22 

23'99 

24-90 

24-96 

26-14 

25-13 

25-72 

25-53 

Administrative 

County  . 

23'57 

24’S6 

24-23 

24-99 

25-06 

25-56 

26-77 

26-85 

26-57 

26-80 

27-09 

England  and 
Wales . 

25-6 

26'5 

26-3 

27-0 

27-2 

27-9 

28-4 

28-6 

28-5 

28-5 

29-3 

The  County  birth-rate  for  the  three  preceding  quinquennia, 
compared  with  1909,  is  given  below' : — 

1894-1898  28-76 

1899-1903  26-81 

1904-1908  24-94 

1909  23-57 


The  rate  for  1909 — 23-57  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population — is  the  lowest  on  record,  and, shows  a  decrease  of 
1-29  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  From  the  appended 
Diagram  1.  it  will  be  seen  that  the  decrease  in  the  birth-rate  is 
greater  than  in  any  one  year  since  1894.  The  urban  rate  23-67, 
and  the  rural  rate  22-91,  are  1-38  and  0-69  below  the  recorded 
rates  for  the  previous  year.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the 
County  during  the  10  years  1899-1908  was  25-87— urban 
26-05,  rural  24-67  ;  thus  the  County  rate  for  1909  showed  a 
diminution  equal  to  2-3 — in  the  urban  districts  2-38  and  in 
the  rural  districts  1-76.  The  County  rate  is  2-1  below  the  rate 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  Eegistrar-General 
reporting  on  the  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1909, 
says  that  it  corresponded  to  “  25-6  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
or  0-9  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1908,  and  lower  than  the 
rate  in  any  other  year  on  record.  Compared  with  the  average 
in  the  10  years  1899-1908  the  birth-rate  in  1909  showed  a 
decrease  of  2-2  per  1,000.” 

The  birth-rate  for  each  of  the  County  districts  is  given  in 
Tables  I.  and  III.,  page  220,  et  seq.,  and  comparison  with  the 
previous  decade  shows  that  in  a  large  number  of  districts 
tliere  has  been  an  almost  continuous  decline  in  this  rate.  In  47 
districts,  however,  the  rate  gave  a  higher  average  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  as  a  rule  the  increase  was  only  fractional. 
The  highest  rates  were  recorded  in  Aspull  36-0,  Orrell  35-2, 
Ince-in-Makerheld  33-8,  Leigh  (E.)  33-3,  Haydock  33-2, 
Upholland  32-9,  Prescot  32-8,  Ashton-in-Makerfield  32-5,  and 
Standish-with-Langtree  32-4  ;  while  the  following  districts  had 
the  lowest  rates :  Birkdale  16-0,  Huyton-with-Eoby  15-6, 
Heysham  14-8,  Morecambe  (B.)  14-8,  Heaton  Norris  13-8, 
Lytham  13-6,  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  13-6,  Childwall  13-2, 
Fulwood  13-0,  Little  Woolton  12-1,  and  Grange-over-Sands  9-0. 

The  districts  above  in  which  the  birth-rate  is  high,  averag¬ 
ing  33-5  per  1,000  of  the  population,  have  a  death-rate  of  16-7, 
and  a  rate  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months 
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DIAGRAM  SHOWING  the  BIRTH  RATE  per  1000  of  the  population 
IN  the  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  (red  line),  and  for 


COMPARATIVE  PURPOSES  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  (dotted  line). 
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equal  to  150  per  1,000  of  the  births,  as  compared  with  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  14-4,  death-rate  10'9,  and  infant  rate  82  in  the  more 
favoured  residential  districts.  For  some  years  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  comparatively  high  birth-rates  prevailing  in  the 
Lancashire  colliery  districts,  but  these  have  always  been 
associated  with  high  infant  death-rates,  indicating  a  wastage  of 
life  which  is  not  so  pronounced  in  other  districts.  It  has  been 
observed  that  in  the  other  mining  counties  of  England  the 
fertility  rates  are  invariably  the  highest,  and  in  France  great 
dependence  is  placed  on  the  mining  population  for  its  con¬ 
tinuance  as  a  nation. 

The  question  of  declining  birth-rate  is  of  great  social 
importance,  and  one  likely  to  become  more  accentuated  year 
by  year,  for  already  in  certain  parts  of  Great  Britain  the 
increase  of  population  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  has 
almost  disappeared.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that 
a  low  birth-rate  is,  as  a  rule,  associated  with  a  low  proportion 
of  infant  deaths,  and  the  survival  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  a  larger  percentage  of  infants  to  total  children  born 
than  in  districts  where  the  birth-rate  is  high  and  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  survivals  comparatively  low.  In  my  opinion,  low 
birth-rates  not  infrequently  mean  better  developed  and  healthier 
children,  with  greater  expectation  of  life  and  more  freedom 
from  sickness.  The  fertility  of  women  at  the  child-bearing 
period  has  also  to  be  considered,  for  it  has  been  estimated 
that  at  least  17  per  cent,  of  the  decline  in  the  birth-rate, 
during  recent  years,  has  been  due  to  the  decrease  in  the 
proportion  of  married  women  in  the  female  population  of 
conceptive  ages.  Fewer  women  get  married  between  15 
and  25  years  of  age,  wlien  the  fecundity  of  the  female 
attains  its  maximum  ;  and  one  must  recognise,  in  considering 
the  declining  birth-rate,  the  pernicious  expedients  now  so 
extensively  used  for  preventing  conception,  or  directed  at  the 
destruction  of  embryonic  life.  To  minimise  the  effects  of  the 
reduction  in  the  national  birth-rate,  it  is  desirable  that  attention 
should  be  directed  to  conserving  the  greatest  possible  proportion 
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of  infants  born  by  improving  their  environment,  and  by  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  state  and  municipal  aid  in  various  directions. 

Illegitimate  Births. — From  73  districts  information  is 
supplied  concerning  739  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with  86 
districts  and  923  births  notified  in  the  previous  year.  The  deaths 
of  illegitimates  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  amounted  to  154, 
or  20-8  per  cent,  of  the  illegitimate  children  born  in  these  dis¬ 
tricts  ;  in  1908  the  percentage  was  26-5,  in  1907  24*4,  27*9  in 
1906,  and  23*4  in  1905.  In  the  entire  County  the  percentage  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  to  the  total  children  born  was  11-5. 

The  mortality  amongst  illegitimates  was  most  marked 
in  the  following  districts  : — 


Bacup  (B.) 

...  17  births 

6  deaths 

Birkdale 

...  7 

4 

?  ? 

Colne  (B.) 

...  13  „ 

6 

J  ? 

Dalton-in-Furness 

...  18  „ 

9 

9  5 

Hindley... 

...  31  „ 

11 

9  9 

Middleton  (B.)  ... 

...  12  „ 

5 

99 

Skelmersdale  . . . 

...  6 

3 

9  9 

Deaths  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  during 
1909  numbered  25,557,  or  530  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  amounted  to  17,589  as  com¬ 
pared  with  22,802  last  year,  17,495  in  1907,  18,090  in  1906, 
and  19,048  in  1905. 


The  sex  distribution  of  the  persons  dying  in  1909  is  showm 
below : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Urban  Districts  . 

11,396 

11,099 

22,495 

Eural  Districts . 

1,577 

1,485 

3,062 

Administrative  County  ... 

12,973 

12,584 

25,557 
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The  proportion  of  total  male  deaths  in  the  Comity  was  1-53 
per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  females ;  in  the  urban  districts 
the  excess  corresponded  to  1-33  per  cent.,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  3-01  per  cent.  In  the  whole  County  the  deaths  of 
males  were  to  those  of  females  as  1,030  is  to  1,000,  in  the 
urban  districts  as  1,026  is  to  1,000,  and  in  the  rural  districts 
as  1,061  is  to  1,000.  In  1908  the  total  male  deaths  exceeded 
those  of  females  by  1‘11  per  cent.,  in  the  urban  districts  by 
0’51  per  cent.,  and  in  the  rural  districts  by  5’65  per  cent. 

The  ages  at  the  time  of  death  were  as  below : — 

Under  i  i  and  5  and  15  and  25  and  65  and 

Year.  under  5.  under  15.  under  25.  under  65.  upwards.  Total. 


4,983  2,681  1,025  1,152  9,208  6,508  25,557 

The  following  Table  shows  the  County  birth  and  death 
rates  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  : — 


o 

o  . 

o 

°  o 

Per  1,000  of  tlie 
Population. 

rP  W 

w 

P  c3 

lie  Mor- 
.  by  the 
oaths  of 
year  to 

IS. 

p-  p 

®  “7 

'y  tic 

a;  g- 

T  O 
^  J 

s 

Urban 

Death- 

rate. 

Rural 

Death- 

rate. 

c  .H 

2’^  S 

^  s 

rt  ft 

a 

Rate  of  In 
tality  meas 
proportion  ( 
Infants  und 
1,000 

England  and  Wales  . 

25-6 

^U4-4 

114-5 

1-12 

109 

U1 

r 

:-5 

76  large  English  Towns. . . 

25-7 

1 15-6 

•  • 

1-42 

118 

CD 

K.  Cu 

^  d 

tJi  J 

-  1  ' 

$13  o 

/ 

Urban . 

23-67 

14-08 

1-13 

119 

Eural  . 

22-91 

13-11 

0-65 

87 

1 

Urban  and  Bural 
Districts  combined 

23-57 

13-96 

1-06 

115 

o 

*  Refers  to  the  76  great  towns  and  143  smaller  towns. 

t  Refers  to  the  remainder  of  the  country,  including  the  small  urban 
•districts  and  the  rural  districts. 

I  Corrected  for  sex  and  age  distribution  of  popttlation. 
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The  death-rate  of  the  Administrative  County  for  the  year- 
under  review  corresponded  to  13-96  per  1,000  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  14-45  last  year,  equal  to  a  decrease  of  0-49, 
urhan  0-53  and  rural  0-20,  and  the  rate  was  the  lowest  on  record 
(See  Diagram  2.  appended).  Comparison  with  the  mean  of  the 
preceding  decade  1899-1908  shows  that  the  County  rate  was 
more  favourable  to  the  extent  of  1*52  per  1,000 — 1-63  in  the 
urban  districts  and  0-83  in  the  rural  districts.  The  County 
rate  was  0-6  per  1,000  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  both  the  urban  and  rural  rates  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  the  whole  country. 

In  the  Table  below  are  given  the  County  death-rates  and 
those  of  England  and  Wales  from  1899-1909  : — 


Rate  per  i,ooo  of  the  Population. 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

1902. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

Urban  Districts 

i4'o8 

14-61 

14-59 

14-81 

14-52 

15-78 

15-44 

15-43 

16-58 

17-46 

17-88. 

Rural  Districts  . 

I3'ii 

13-31 

13-11 

13-33 

12-99 

13-81 

13-69 

14-08 

14-21 

15-26 

15-65 

Administrative 

County 

13-96 

14-45 

14-40 

14-62 

14-32 

15-54 

15-22 

15-26 

16-28 

17-19 

17-60- 

England  and 
Wales . 

14-5 

14-7 

15-0 

15-4 

15-2 

16-2 

15-4 

16-3 

16-9 

18-3 

18-3 

Tlie  highest  rates  were  attained  in  the  following  districts  : 
Ince-in-Makerfield  19-8,  Golborne  18-5,  Eoyton  18-4,  Aspull 
18-1,  Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.)  18-0,  and  Whitworth  18-0  ;  while 
tlie  rates  were  low  in  Heaton  Norris  9-9,  Nelson  (B.)  9-8,  Formby 
9-6,  Levenshulme  9-6,  Barrowford  9-4,  Great  Crosby  8-9,  Aller- 
ton  5-7,  Childwall  4-4,  Little  Woolton  4-3,  and  Little  Crosby 
4-2. 

As  in  previous  years  the  deaths  taken  cognisance  of  l)y 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  refer  to  the  net  deaths  belonging 
to  or  allocated  to  each  district  in  accordance  with  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  all  deaths  occurring 
in  public  institutions  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district 
are  excluded.  This  arrangement  allows  tlie  exclusion  of  a 
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DIAGRAM  SHOWING  THE  DEATH  RATE  per  iooo  of  the  population 
IN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  (red  line),  and  for 
COMPARATIVE  PURPOSES  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  (dotted  line). 

189!  -  1903. 
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large  number  of  deaths  (over  2,660)  from  the  local  statistics,  and 
these  in  many  cases  are  allocated  to  the  outside  areas  to  which 
they  belong,  for  instance,  229  deaths  which  took  place  at  the 
Fulwood  Workhouse,  Barracks,  &c.,  are  excluded,  as  also  the 
Workhouse  deaths  from  the  districts  of  x4shton-under-Lyne 
(B.)  (154— and  also  48  Infirmary  deaths),  Bccles  (B.)  (133), 
Barn  worth  (330),  Ormskirk  (64),  Eawtenstall  (B.)  (93),  Swinton 
and  Pendlebury  (111 — including  deaths  in  Children’s  Hospital), 
Wardle  (226),  and  Fylde  (E.)  (45).  The  following  deaths  are 
also  excluded :  Whittingham  Asylum  and  Eibchester  Work- 
house  (Preston  E.)  170,  Eainhill  xksylum  and  Workhouse 
(Whiston  E.)  327,  Winwick  Asylum  (Warrington  E.)  228,  in 
the  County  xVsylum  and  other  public  institutions,  Lancaster 
(B.)  228,  and  in  the  County  Asylum  at  Prestwich  249,  &c. 

It  may  also  be  again  pointed  out  that  the  effect  of  in¬ 
cluding  in  the  statistics  of  local  authorities  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents,  unless  occurring  in  public  institutions,  has  con¬ 
siderably  increased  the  death-rates  of  certain  much  frequented 
health  resorts,  for  instance,  in  Bispham-with-Norbreck,  Grange- 
over- Sands,  Lytham,  Morecambe  (B.),  and  St.  x4nnes-on-the-Sea 
they  are  raised  4-1,  IE,  0-9,  2-0,  and  1'2  per  1,000  respectively 
bv  tlie  deaths  of  visitors. 

Infantile  Mortality.  — The  County  rate  of  deaths  under 
one  year  to  1,000  births  corresponded  to  115,  being  a  decrease 
of  16  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1908,  and  well  below  any 
rate  previously  recorded  ;  in  urban  districts  the  rate  was  119, 
and  the  rural  districts  87.  The  infantile  rate  in  the  previous  year 
was  equal  to  131,  in  1907  125,  in  1906  139,  and  in  1905  132. 
The  average  for  the  ten  years  1899-1908  was  146,  urban 
districts  150,  and  rural  districts  113.  The  infant  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1909  was  109,  or  12  per  1,000  below  the 
preceding  year.  The  Eegistrar  General  reports  that  the  rate 
for  the  country  was  “  lower  than  in  any  year  on  record.  Com¬ 
pared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1899-1908,  the  rate 
of  infantile  mortality  in  1909  showed  a  decrease  of  29  per 
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1,000.”  In  the  76  great  towns  the  rate  was  118,  in  the  143 
smaller  towns  111,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  country  98. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  County  infant  death-rates 
and  those  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  years  1899-1909 : — 


Deaths  of  Children  under  i  Year  to  i,ooo  Births. 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

1902. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

Urban  Districts. 

119 

136 

129 

143 

137 

162 

143 

143 

167 

167 

181 

Rural  Districts.. 

87 

97 

96 

109 

lOI 

124 

114 

116 

118 

123 

134 

Administrative 

County  . 

115 

131 

125 

139 

132 

157 

140 

139 

161 

162 

175 

England  and 
Wales . 

109 

121 

118 

133 

128 

146 

132 

133 

151 

154 

163 

The  highest  rates  prevailed  in  Ince-in-Makerfield  211, 
Golborne  197,  Hindley  176,  Orrell  165,  iVshton-under-Lyne 
(B.)  164,  Aspull  162,  and  Earnworth  161,  whilst  the  lowest 
were  recorded  in  Thornton  57,  Wigan  (R.)  54,  Ulverston  (R.) 
53,  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  52,  Adlington  51,  Allerton  37,  Huyton- 
with-Roby  27,  and  Little  Crosby  and  Little  Woolton  nil. 


In  the  following  Table  the  County  rate  for  1909  is  com¬ 
pared  with  the  three  preceding  quinquennia  : — 


Years. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Rate  of  Deaths  nnder 
One  Year. 

Percentage 
of  Infant 
Deaths  to 
Total 
Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

Per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

1894—1898 

159 

4-56 

26-42 

28-76 

17-35 

1899—1903 

155 

4-17 

25-58 

26-81 

16-31 

1904—1908 

136 

3-43 

23-37 

24-94 

14-66 

1909 

115 

2*72 

19-49 

23-57 

13-96 

Table  A. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  — Deaths  during  1909  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Small-pox  . 

■  • 

.  • 

*  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  * 

-  . 

•  • 

.  . 

•  . 

•  - 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

t 

i 

Chicken-pox . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Common 
Infectious  ^ 

Measles  . ,  . 

•  • 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

9 

13 

19 

28 

28 

28 

33 

169 

Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Diphtheria  (including 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

3 

1 

•  • 

1 

7 

Membranous  Group)  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

* 

•• 

1 

1 

•  • 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

16 

^  Whooping  Cough 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

3 

4 

10 

12 

7 

9 

7 

12 

9 

16 

9 

10 

12 

117 

'  Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . 

3 

6 

1 

2 

12 

30 

35 

27 

29 

22 

22 

21 

19 

10 

9 

10 

246 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 

Diseases 

G  astro-enteritis  .. 

6 

9 

6 

21 

48 

37 

20 

25 

29 

21 

9 

11 

10 

8 

6 

245 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 
Catarrah  . . 

.  • 

7 

9 

9 

1 

25 

22 

19 

20 

16 

7 

7 

8 

4 

7 

2 

3 

140 

f'  Premature  Birth 

685 

72 

54 

43 

754 

42 

17 

6 

. . 

1 

.  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

821 

Congenital  Defects  . . 

164 

26 

29 

9 

228 

18 

14 

3 

5 

4 

7 

5 

3 

2 

•  • 

1 

290 

Wasting 

Diseases 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast  Milk, 

33 

1 

34 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

34 

Starvation 

4 

1 

•  • 

4 

9 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

1 

23 

1  Atrophy,  Debilityj  Marasmus 

131 

64 

50 

44 

289 

90 

65 

46 

40 

32 

19 

20 

13 

10 

16 

7 

647 

’  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

.  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

10 

7 

6 

8 

6 

6 

5 

9 

68 

Tuberculous 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis: 

■ 

Diseases 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

1 

4 

2 

6 

4 

9 

5 

6 

4 

5 

6 

5 

4 

3 

59 

,  Other  Tuberculoi*  Diseases. 

•  • 

1 

2  1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

11 

14 

8 

8 

7 

10 

9 

9 

6 

96 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1  1 

1 

2 

1 

•  . 

-  . 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•• 

11 

Syphilis  . . 

2 

2 

3 

7 

6 

5  1 

2 

.  . 

2 

•  • 

.  . 

2 

•  • 

*  • 

24 

Rickets  . . 

•  • 

1 

i 

••  ! 

1 

•  . 

2 

*  . 

1 

3 

1 

.. 

8 

Meningitis  (noi  Tuberculous) 

2 

2 

1  i 

5 

3 

4  ; 

4 

4 

11 

13 

8 

8 

7 

15 

6 

88 

Other 

Convulsions 

80 

32 

13 

10 

1 

135 

53 

29 

1 

26 

24 

20 

17 

23 

16 

16 

8 

15 

382 

Causes 

Bronchitis 

4  ; 

7 

12 

14 

37 

61 

59 

40 

40 

45 

39 

28 

43 

42 

30 

31 

495 

Laryngitis 

1 

*  4 

1 

1 

3 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■  • 

1 

3 

4 

3 

18 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  ; 

1 

1  i 

5 

1 

8 

15 

30 

42 

34 

44 

38 

48 

41 

53 

49 

51 

53 

498 

Suffocation,  overlying 

4 

2 

4 

1 

11 

6 

4 

4 

4 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.. 

29 

Other  Causes . 

94 

29 

28 

11 

162 

42 

37* 

31 

32 

24 

21 

21 

20 

24 

20 

18 

452 

Total 

1 

1109 

263 

216 

175 

1763 

484 

396  1 

305 

309 

275 

260 

239 

269 

241 

223 

219 

4983 

1 
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The  infant  mortality  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  as 
shown  by  the  Table  on  page  xx.  compares  favourably  with  the 
three  preceding  quinquennia,  and  this  is  accompanied  by  pro¬ 
portionate  reductions  in  the  general  birth  and  death-rates. 

Table  A  appended  gives  the  deaths  from  stated  causes  in 
weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age.  These  deaths  numbered 
4,983,  or  19‘49  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  and 
equal  to  a  rate  of  2-72  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  the 
previous  year  the  deaths  numbered  5,919,  the  percentage  to 
total  deaths  being  22-68,  and  the  proportion  per  1,000  of  the 
population  3’27 ;  therefore  the  year  under  review  showed  a 
diminution  of  936  infant  deaths,  equal  to  a  reduction  of  3-19 
per  cent,  calculated  on  the  total  deaths,  and  an  improvement 
to  the  extent  of  0-55  per  1,000  of  the  population.  During  the 
first  week  of  life  1,109,  or  22*2  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the 
infant  deaths,  took  place  ;  in  the  next  three  weeks  654  more 
deaths  occurred,  corresponding  to  13-1  per  cent,  of  the  total 
infant  deaths,  thus  under  the  age  of  one  month  1,763  deaths, 
or  no  less  than  35-3  per  cent,  of  the  infant  deaths,  were  recorded. 

Within  the  first  week  of  existence  the  deaths  of  infants, 
due  to  premature  births  and  congenital  defects,  numbered  749, 
or  15-0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  under  twelve  months. 
The  deaths  under  one  year  classified  as  “wasting  diseases” 
amounted  to  1,815,  equal  to  36-4  per  cent,  of  the  infant  deaths 
frorh  all  causes ;  and  diarrhoeal  diseases  caused  631  deaths,  or 
12-6  per  cent. 

The  increasing  interest  taken  by  district  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  in  matters  affecting  infant  life  is  more  apparent  in 
the  reports  under  review  than  in  any  previous  year.  Most  of 
the  suggestions  made  have  been  brought  repeatedly  before  the 
notice  of  the  various  sanitary  authorities,  but  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  so  little  practical  good  has  resulted.  Year  by  year 
it  has  been  my  duty  to  draw  attention  to  certain  districts  remark¬ 
able  for  high  infantile  death-rates,  and  the  excessive  prevalence 


XXll. 


of  ailments  harmful  to  infant  life  yet  preventible  in  character, 
but  seldom  has  the  “  sanitary  conscience  ”  of  the  governing 
body  been  aroused  from  the  most  appalling  lethargy.  In 
many  districts  little  attention  is  paid  to  scavenging,  and  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  is  imperfectly  carried  out ;  streets  and 
back  yards  are  unpaved  and  undrained,  and  the  cleanliness  of 
dwellings  is  impaired  by  the  filth-sodden  surroundings.  Tlie 
danger  is  accentuated  in  many  of  the  County  districts  by  the 
privy-midden  system  which  still  prevails  in  all  its  offensiveness 
— giving  rise  to  pollution  of  the  air,  and  fouling  of  unpaved 
surfaces  during  the  process  of  emptying.  In  such  districts 
infants  suffer  from  diarrhoea  and  diseases  of  an  allied  character, 
and  the  death-rate  is  unduly  augmented.  Ample  evidence  will 
be  found  in  the  summarised  reports  in  support  of  my  remarks. 
Other  matters  have  to  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering'  the 
factors  influencing  infant  mortality.  These  may  be  classified 
as  (a)  ])re-natal — dependent  on  the  health  and  other  circum¬ 
stances  affecting  the  mother;  (b)  natal — acting  at  the  time  of 
child-birth,  influenced  by  the  mother  and  the  character  of  the 
help  afforded  during  parturition;  and  [o,] post-natal — conditions 
due  to  environment. 

The  following  remarks  are  extracted  from  the  district 
health  reports : — 

Clitheroe  (B.). — Although  it  may  come  as  a  somewhat  revo¬ 
lutionary  suggestion,  Dr.  Barker  believes  that  “  the  operative 
classes  of  Lancashire  would  be  better  off  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word  if  employment  in  the  factories  of  married  women 
with  children  were  prohibited.”  Employment  up  to  a  late 
period  in  mills  spells  lial^ility  to  premature  labour,  with  a 
tendency  to  abnormal  presentations.  He  greatly  deprecates  the 
over-anxiety  of  mothers  to  get  back  to  work  after  confinement, 
thereby  entailing  the  artificial  feeding  of  their  offspring. 

Colne  (B.). — Dr.  Lovett  is  of  opinion  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  reduction  in  the  infantile  death-rate  (the  lowest  recorded 
in  the  borough)  is  due  to  climatic  influences.  “No  doubt,”  he 
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says,  “  the  advice  and  assistance  given  by  the  health  nurse  to 
mothers  when  their  infants  are  ill  has  considerably  helped  to 
reduce  the  rate.” 

Eccles  (B.). — Dr.  Hamilton  advocates  the  education  of 
the  senior  school  girls  in  domestic  and  personal  hygiene,  and 
temperance. 

Great  Harwood. — Dr.  Patchett  regrets  that  the  females  do 
not  withstand  the  temptation  to  attend  the  factory  and 
neglect  their  duty  as  wives  and  mothers ;  children  are  taken  out 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  and  placed  in  charge  of 
neighbours,  and  this,  besides  exposing  them  to  a  risk  of  chill, 
necessitates  artificial  feeding  by  a  sometimes  not  too  careful 
nurse. 

Lancaster  (B.). — Dr.  Parker  recommends  a  creche  to 
serve  the  double  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  children  of  those 
mothers  who  are  obliged  to  go  out  to  work  for  their  living  and 
to  be  a  place  of  practical  instruction  for  the  elder  girls  attending 
the  public  elementary  schools  of  the  borough. 

Middleton  (B.). — Dr.  Wheeldon  thinks  that  “  the  majority 
of  the  children  whose  mothers  work  in  the  mill  are  better  off 
without  the  breast,  and,  given  proper  care  as  to  cleanliness  and 
sterilization  of  cows’  milk,  artificial  feeding  is  the  best  course 
to  pursue  with  the  offspring.” 

Norden. — In  speaking  of  deaths  under  one  year,  due  to 
congenital  defects.  Dr.  Bateman  suggests  as  a  means  of 
obviating  certain  causes  “it  is  necessary  that  more  care  be 
taken  by  prospective  mothers  during  pregnancy,  and  that 
work  should  not  be  carried  on  to  a  period  too  near  that  of  the 
birth  of  the  child.” 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  adopted 
by  the  following  16  Authorities,  viz. : — Ashton-in-Makerfield, 
Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.)  Atherton,  Brierfield,  Clitheroe  (B.), 

'  Colne  (B.),  Crompton,  Darwen  (B.),  Eccles  (B.),  Farnworth, 
Lancaster  (B.),  Levenshulme,  Middleton  (B.),  Stretford,  Swin- 
1  ton  and  Pendlebury,  and  Tyldesley-with-Shakerley.  These 
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districts,  with  the  exception  of  Clitheroe  (B.)  and  Levens- 
hulme,  have  also  appointed  health  visitors.  In  the  latter 
district  a  lady  Sanitary  Inspector  undertakes  some  of  the  work 
usually  performed  by  a  health  visitor.  At  Eadcliffe  such  an 
appointment  has  been  made,  but  the  above  mentioned  Act  has 
not  yet  been  adopted.  Several  other  districts  were  desirous  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  notification  of  births,  but  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  not  give  their  sanction,  as  it 
was  not  proposed  to  make  an  appointment  of  health  visitor. 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  who  have  had  experience  of  notifica¬ 
tion  express  themselves  as  well  satisfied  with  the  valuable 
work  carried  out  by  health  visitors,  and  look  forward  to  an 
appreciable  reduction  of  the  infantile  death-rate  as  a  con¬ 
sequence.  In  Middleton  (B.)  the  working  of  the  Notification 
Act  “  may  be  fairly  credited  with  at  least  part  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  infantile  mortality.”  In  Tyldesley-with-Shakerley 
a  similar  opinion  is  expressed,  and  it  is  said  that  “  the  advice 
and  help  of  the  health  visitor  has  been  much  appreciated  by 
many  young  mothers.”  In  Eadcliffe,  Hr.  Farquharson  thinks 
that  since  the  appointment  of  a  health  visitor  a  more 
intelligent  interest  is  taken  by  mothers  in  the  management  of 
their  children,  and  to  this  is  due  the  decline  in  the  infantile 
death-rate.  A  greater  number  of  the  infants  are  now  breast-fed, 
and  the  more  sanitary  tubeless  boat-shaped  bottle  is  being 
substituted  for  the  old-fashioned  bottle  with  its  long  and  often 
filthy  tube. 

The  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases,  viz.,  small  pox,  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  whooping  cough, 
fever  (comprising  enteric,  typhus,  and  continued  fever),  and 
diarrhoea  gave  rise  to  1958  deaths,  or  7*6  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes.  In  the  previous  year,  2,484  deaths 
were  due  to  these  epidemic  diseases,  or  9’5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
mortality,  and  in  1907  there  were  2,262  deaths  with  a  per¬ 
centage  of  8’8.  The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  classi¬ 
fied  as  epidemic  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  County.  As 
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compared  with  1908,  there  was  a  total  reduction  of  526  deaths. 
Diarrhoea  shows  a  decrease  of  644,  whooping  cough  184,  fever 
33,  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  15,  and  small-pox  1, 
whilst  measles  had  316  and  scarlet  fever  35  more  deaths  than 
in  the  preceding  year. 

The  epidemic  death-rate,  equal  to  1'06  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (urban  1'13  and  rural  0-65)  is  well  below  any  pre¬ 
viously  recorded,  the  nearest  approach  being  in  1907,  when 
the  rate  was  1*27  ;  last  year  the  rate  was  1’37  or  0-31  above 
1909,  and  the  average  of  the  10  years  1899-1908  was  1‘72,  or 
0’66  in  excess  of  the  present  average.  The  epidemic  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1909  was  1T2,  or  0-06  above 
the  County  average. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  epidemic  death-rates  for 
the  Administrative  County  during  1909  compared  with  the 
10  vears  1899-1908  ;  — 

xJ 


Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000. 
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1899 

2-37 

0-0005 

0-44 

0-18 

0-18 

0-26 

0-24 

1-05 

1900 

2-07 

0-0015 

0-43 

0-18 

0-26 

0-37 

0-20 

0-60 

1901 

2-07 

nil. 

0-18 

0-18 

0-34 

0-20 

0-20 

0-95 

1902 

1-51 

0-0119 

0-35 

0-20 

0-30 

0-19 

0-16 

0-28 

1903 

1-62 

0-0366 

0-37 

0-18 

0-19 

0-26 

0-15 

0-40 

1904 

1-93 

0-0116 

0-43 

0-18 

0-15 

0-35 

0-12 

0-66 

1905 

1-37 

0-0033 

0-26 

0-13 

0-15 

0-15 

0-14 

0-52 

1906 

1-71 

nil. 

0-36 

0-11 

0-16 

0-13 

0-14 

0-79 

1907 

1-27 

0-0005 

0-37 

0-09 

0-15 

0-28 

0-09 

0-26 

1908 

1-37 

0-0005 

0-18 

0-10 

0-16 

0-24 

0-12 

0-54 

Average 
10  years. 

1-72 

0-0066 

0-33 

0-15 

0-20 

0-24 

0-15 

0-60 

1909 

1-06 

nil. 

0-35 

0-12 

0-15 

0-14 

0-10 

0-18 
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Tables  I.  and  III.  appended  contain  the  district  epidemic 
death-rates,  and  below  are  tabulated  tlie  County  rates  for  each 
of  the  principal  epidemic  diseases  in  1909,  together  with 
tlie  corresponding  rates  for  the  whole  country. 


Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000. 


Principal  ! 

Epidemic  Diseases. 

Small-Pox. 

Measles. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous  Croup. 

Whooping  Cough. 

“  Fever  ” 

f Enteric,  Typhus, 

&  Continued  Fever). 

Diarrhoea.  j 

Urban  Districts . 

1-13 

nil. 

0-39 

0-12 

0-15 

0-14 

0-10 

0-20 

Eural  Districts  . 

0-65 

nil. 

0-13 

0-09 

0-13 

0-09 

0-09 

0-09 

Admiiustrative  County 
of  Lancaster . 

1-06 

nil. 

0-35 

0-12 

0-15 

0-14 

0-10 

0-18 

Lngland  and  Wales.. 

1-12  0-0004 

0-35 

0-09 

0-14 

0-20 

0-06 

0-28 

In  the  following  districts  the  epidemic  rates  were  high, 
viz.,  Ince-in-Makerfield  3-50,  Leigh  (B.)  2'78,  Aspull  2-62, 
Haydock  2-60,  Hindley  2'55,  and  Ashton-in-Makerfield  2  52  ; 
wliile  low  rates  were  recorded  in  Ulverston  0-29,  Leyland  0-27, 
Blackrod  0*25,  Norden  0-25,  Lees  0-25,  Fulwood  0-23,  Billinge 
0-21,  Little  Lever  0-17,  Lathom  and  Burscough  0-12,  Ulverston 
(E.)  O'll,  and  Adlington,  Bispham-with-Norbreck,  Childwall, 
Formby,  Grange-over-Sands,  Little  Crosby,  and  Little  Woolton 
nil. 

Small- pox  caused  only  7  cases,  all  of  which  recovered. 
There  were  five  distinct  out1:)reaks ;  the  first  case  occurred  in 
Middleton  (B.)  in  April,  F.,  33  years,  vaccinated  in  infancy, 
worked  in  cotton  mill,  origin  of  disease  not  traced ;  the  second 
in  Farnworth,  in  June,  F.,  34  years,  vaccinated,  worked  in 
cotton  mill  ;  third  at  Fleetwood,  in  June,  M.,  negro,  42 
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years,  unvaccinated,  employed  in  a  common  lodging-house ; 
fourth  at  Standish-with-Langtree,  in  November,  M.,  6^  years, 
vaccinated,  disease  believed  to  have  been  contracted  at  a  rag 
and  bone  works ;  the  fifth  case  occurred  at  Great  Crosby,  in 
December,  a  seaman,  24  years,  vaccinated,  home  from 
Mediterranean  14  days ;  a  case  at  Huyton-with-Boby,, 
F.,  30  years,  vaccinated,  was  due  to  personal  contact  with 
the  last-mentioned ;  and  a  further  case  occurred  at  Great 
Crosby,  M.,  26  years,  vaccinated,  a  painter  who  cleaned  down 
the  house  where  the  seaman  resided.  All  the  persons 
attacked  were  removed  to  hospital. 


Tlie  incidence  of 

small-pox 

since  1890 

is  given 

below  — 

Year, 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1890.... 

1  . 

None. 

1900 . 

59  . 

....  3 

1891.... 

2  . 

9  9 

1901 . 

6  . 

_  None. 

1892.... 

..  612  . 

70 

1902 . 

436  . 

.  22 

1893.... 

..  1038  . 

84 

1903 . 

1156  . 

....  68 

1894.... 

..  259  . 

25 

1904 . 

422  . 

....  22 

1895.... 

. .  100  . 

19 

1905 . 

255  . 

.  6 

1896.... 

..  83  . 

10 

1906 . 

233  . 

_  None. 

1897.... 

3  . 

None. 

1907 . 

13  . 

1 

1898.... 

6  . 

1 

1908 . 

2  . 

.  1 

1899.... 

..  16  . 

1 

1909 . 

7  . 

.  None. 

Measles  was  responsible  for  655  deaths,  as  compared  with 
339  deaths  in  1908,  an  increase  of  326.  In  1907  there  were 
664  deaths,  629  in  1906,  464  in  1905,  827  in  1904,  and  695  in 
1903. 

The  County  death-rate  equalled  0-35  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (urban  0*39,  rural  0‘13),  against  a  rate  of  0-18  last 
year,  0-37  in  1907,  0*36  in  1906,  0’26  in  1905,  and  an  average 
of  0-33  for  the  ten  years  1899-1908.  For  England  and  Wales 
the  rate  was  O' 35,  and  for  the  76  great  towns  0'48.  The 
montlily  returns  respecting  634  of  the  deaths  from  measles 
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show  that  the  fatalities  were  most  numerous  in  the  second 
quarter  and  fewest  in  the  last  quarter ; — 


ist  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

January  .. 

.  52 

April  . 

....  85 

Julv . 

41 

October  ...  36 

February. . 

62 

May  .... 

...  96 

August  . . . 

33 

November.  23 

March . 

78 

June  .. 

....  86 

September. 

19 

December  .  23 

192 

267 

93 

82 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follow  : — 

Under  one  year  ...  ...  169,  or  25-8  per  cent. 

Between  one  and  five  years...  444  ,,  67’ 7  ,, 

Five  years  and  upwards  ...  42  ,,  6‘4  ,, 

In  49  districts  no  death  from  measles  was  recorded,  while 
in  1908  there  were  63  districts  without  a  death,  and  45  in 
1907.  The  highest  death-rates  from  measles  were  attained  in 
Audenshaw  1-78,  Eoyton  1-63,  Ashton-in-Makerfield  1-33, 
Ince-in-Makerfield  1-26,  Leigh  (B.)  1-19,  Whitworth  ITO,  and 
Skelmersdale  1’02. 

School  closure  on  account  of  measles  was  adopted  in  56 
districts ;  in  1908  this  action  was  taken  in  42  districts,  and  in 
54  in  1907. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  references  contained  in  the 
reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  ; — 

Chorley  (B.). — Attention  is  called  to  the  lamentable 
carelessness  of  parents  in  allowing  children  suffering  from 
measles  to  mix  freely  with  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
and  even  with  the  children  in  neighbouring  houses,  or  in  the 
streets.  Until  more  care  is  taken  at  the  outset  of  an  outbreak 
of  measles  and  strict  isolation  of  the  afflicted  is  obtained  the 
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town  will  be  liable  at  periodic  intervals  to  this  disease  becoming 
epidemic  and  the  loss  of  life  of  young  children  occurring. 

Church. — “  Measles  is  one  of  the  most  serious  diseases 
of  childhood,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  parents  do  not  take  more 
care  to  guard  their  children  from  the  risk  of  infection.  The 
absurd  idea  so  prevalent  among  the  working  classes,  that  a 
child  must  necessarily  take  measles,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
condemned.” 

Leigh  (B.). — Unfortunately  the  idea  still  exists  that  it  is  a 
trivial  malady,  and  the  practice  of  deliberately  exposing 
children  to  the  infection  in  order  that  the  whole  family  may 
“  get  it  over  together  ”  is  still  quite  common. 

Little  Hulton.-— It  is  contended  that  the  main  remedies  to 
check  the  disease  are  notification  and  raising  the  school  age. 

Lunesdale  (E.). — Here  the  opinion  expressed  is  averse  to 
the  notification  of  measles,  “  the  mischief  being  done  and  the 
epidemic  started  before  the  nature  of  the  disease  has  been  pro¬ 
perly  determined.” 

Scarlet  Fever  had  a  greater  prevalence  than  in  any  year 
since  1904,  but  the  case  mortality  was  the  lowest  on  record. 
The  cases  numbered  9,110,  with  228  deaths,  an  excess  of  3,036 
cases  and  35  deaths  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  In 
1907  there  were  5,794  cases  and  174  deaths ;  1906,  6,373  cases 
192  deaths ;  and  1905,  7,407  cases  and  239  deaths.  The  per¬ 
centage  of  deaths  to  cases  continues  to  diminish ;  in  the 
year  under  report  it  was  2*5,  3T  in  1908,  3'0  in  1907  and 
1906,  and  3-2  in  1905,  the  average  for  the  10  years  1899-1908 
being  3-4.  The  County  death-rate  was  equal  to  0T2  per  1,000. 
of  the  population  (urban  0’12,  rural  0-09)  against  a  rate  of  OTO 
in  1908,  0‘09  in  1907,  OTl  in  1906,  and  an  average  of  0T5  for 
the  10  years  1899-1908.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1909  averaged  0*09,  and  OTl  in  the  76  great  towns.  Of  the 
total  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  7,  or  3-0  per  cent.,  were  among 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year;  130,  or  57  per  cent,,  between 
1  and  5  years  ;  and  91,  or  39‘9  per  cent.,  5  years  and  upwards. 
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The  Table  below  gives  the  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  the  districts  supplying  returns  : —  ’ 


ist  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

1 

3rd  Quarter.  j  4th  Quarter. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Jan. 

687 

15 

April 

693 

19 

July  721 

15  iOct. 

826 

12 

Feb. 

688 

12 

May 

772 

14 

Aug.  636 

15  iNov. 

971 

16 

Mar. 

730 

16 

June 

790 

19 

Sept.  727 

8  Dec. 

807 

27 

2105 

43 

2255 

52 

2084 

38 

2604 

55 

The  disease  had  the  greatest  prevalence  in  the  following 
districts,  viz. :  — 


Ashton -under- Lyne  (B.) 

Cases. 

...  261 

Deaths. 

12 

Removals  to 
Hospital. 

42 

Darwen  (B.)  ... 

...  149 

2 

73 

Droylsden 

...  188 

5 

10 

Gorton  (10  months)  ... 

...  209 

4 

61 

Hindley 

...  246 

10 

— 

Ince-in-Makerfield 

...  221 

3 

72 

Lancaster  (B.) 

...  495 

14 

400 

Leigh  (B.)  . 

...  291 

6 

187 

Nelson  (B.) 

...  241 

7 

4 

Prescot... 

...  206 

13 

14 

Stretford 

...  247 

11 

133 

Swinton  and  Pendlebury 

...  299 

11 

27 

Whitefield 

...  197 

1 

109 

Widnes  (B.) 

...  186 

5 

176 

Worslev 

...  202 

4 

13 

Of  the  total  scarlet  fever  cases  notified,  3,225,  or  35-4  per 
cent.,  received  hospital  isolation,  as  compared  with  a  percentage 
of  34-91  last  year,  33-93  in  1907,  28-14  in  1906,  and  31-71  in 
1905.  The  percentage  of  removals  of  scarlet  fever  cases  to  hospital 
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was  highest  in  Bispham-with-Norbreck  95,  Widnes  (B.)  94,. 
Ormskirk  92,  West  Lancashire  (E.)  92,  Kirkham  90,  Blackrod 
88,  Dalton-in-Fnrness  88,  Chorley  (E.)  88,  Chorley  (B.)  86, 
Tottington  86,  Horwich  85,  and  Huyton-with-Eoby  85.  In  21 
districts  schools  were  closed  owing  to  the  disease,  and  its  mild 
character  allowed  many  unrecognised  cases  to  be  sent  to  school  in 
an  infective  condition.  Dr.  Chronnell  (Hindley)  in  commenting 
on  the  carelessness  manifested  by  some  parents  in  dealing  with 
scarlet  fever  says,  in  illustration,  that  on  one  occasion  he  found 
children  playing  in  the  street  when  in  the  peeling  stage,  and 
was  informed  by  their  mother  that  she  thought  they  “  were 
only  suffering  from  chicken-pox,”  whilst  neighbours’  children 
were  also  discovered  playing  in  a  room  in  an  infected  house. 

Dr.  Hunt  (Huyton-with-Eoby)  observes  that  he  can 
generally  trace  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which  occur  in 
December  to  the  toy  exhibitions  which  are  given  by  the  large 
shops  in  Liverpool,  and  which  are  densely  crowded  with  the 
lower  classes  of  children  and  adults,  many  of  whom  probably 
carry  infection,  as  the  early  cases  which  occur  at  that  period 
of  the  year  are  generally  persons  who  have  been  to  these 
exhibitions. 

Dr.  Farquharson'  (Eadcliffe)  refers  to  unrecognised  cases 
as  an  important  factor  in  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  an 
addition  to  the  difficulties  experienced  in  stamping  it  out. 

Several  reports  received  from  Prescot,  Stretford,  Lan¬ 
caster  (E.)^ — Silverdale,  &c.,  contain  references  to  the  discovery 
in  schools  of  scarlet  fever  cases  in  a  state  of  desquamation  or 
“  peeling.”  Some  of  these  children  had  been  allowed  to  attend 
school  for  weeks  until  the  infection  spread  to  more  than  half 
the  scholars.  With  intelligent  supervision  on  the  part  of  school 
teachers,  assisted  by  school  nurses  and  attendance  officers, 
such  possible  sources  of  infection  wdll,  no  doubt,  in  future  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 
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Whooping  Cough  gave  rise  to  258  deaths  (urban  235, 
rural  23),  as  compared  with  442  deaths  last  year,  a  decrease  of 
184.  In  1907  there  were  511  deaths,  231  in’  1906,  273  in  1905, 
and  676  in  1904. 

The  County  death-rate  equalled  0-14  per  1,000  (urban  0T4, 
rural  0*09)  against  a  rate  of  0'24  in  1908,  0-28  in  190/,  0  13 
in  1906,  0-15  in  1905,  and  an  average  of  0-24  for  the  10 
years  1899-1908.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1909 
was  0-20,  and  0-24  for  the  76  great  towns.  The  County  rate 
for  the  year  under  report  is,  with  the  exception  of  1906  when 
it  was  0T3,  the  lowest  recorded. 

In  the  districts  supplying  monthly  returns  246  deaths 
took  place ;  of  these  81  occurred  in  the  second  quarter,  65  in 
the  first,  53  in  the  fourth,  and  47  in  the  third. 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follow  : — 

Under  1  year...  ...  ...  117  or  45‘3  per  cent. 

Between  1  year  and  5  years...  133  ,,  51*5  ,, 

Five  years  and  upwards  ...  8  ,,  3T  ,, 

The  fatalities  were  most  numerous  in  Widnes  (B.)  23, 
Barwen  (B.)  14,  Leigh  (B.)  13,  and  Lancaster  (B.)  12. 

In  57  districts  not  a  single  death  from  whooping  cough 
was  registered ;  last  year  44  districts  were  free. 

School  closure  on  account  of  this  disease  took  place  in 
8  districts. 

Many  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  attribute  the  spiead 
of  whooping  cough  to  the  little  care  taken  to  isolate  children 
suffering  from  this  disease.  It  is,  according  to  Hr.  Greenhalgh 
(Accrington  B.),  looked  upon  as  a  most  trifling  complaint, 
which  all  children  must  have  sooner  or  later,  and  “  this  false 
belief  has  led  misguided  parents  to  encourage  the  contact  of 
one  sufferer  with  another  child  in  the  household  who  had  not 
previously  suffered  from  the  complaint,  in  order  to  save  time 
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and  get  the  thing  done  with.  When  the  second  child  happens 
to  be  of  tender  years,  fatal  results  follow  in  a  large  proportion 
of  cases.” 

Dr.  Herd  (Heysham)  thinks  the  complications  which 
frequently  follow  whooping  cough  might  often  be  prevented 
if  medical  advice  were  solicited  before  the  advent  of  serious 
symptoms. 

Dr.  Parker  (Lancaster  B.)  is  of  opinion  that  “  far  too 
little  importance  is  attached  to  this  disease,  which  is  a  frequent 
cause  of  death,  not  only  immediately  fatal,  but  also  when  in 
years  to  come  the  patient  is  attacked  by  pulmonary  disease, 
the  lungs,  weakened  by  previous  whooping  cough,  prove  quite 
unable  to  withstand  the  attack.” 

Dr.  Brebner,  (Widnes  B.),  complains  that  this  disease  is 
not  treated  seriously,  and  children  are  simply  allowed  to  take 
their  chance  of  recovery.  In  the  early  stages,  when  pnuemonia 
is  easily  set  up,  it  should  be  treated  like  the  other  infectious 
diseases,  and  isolation  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup.— The  cases  notified 
amounted  to  1,623,  with  275  deaths,  against  1,685  cases  and 
290  deaths  in  the  previous  year,  1,657  cases  and  278  deaths  in 
1907,  and  1,603  cases  and  290  deaths  in  1906.  The  death-rate 
in  the  year  under  review  was  0-15  (urban  0T5,  rural  0T3),- 
0T6  in  1908,  0*15  in  1907,  and  0T6  in  1906.  For  the  5  years 
1905-1909  the  death-rate  averaged  0-15,  as  compared  with  0-24 
for  the  5  years  1900-1904.  Throughout  England  and  Wales 
the  rate  for  1909  was  0'14  and  0T5  for  the  76  great  towns. 

According  to  the  monthly  returns  diphtheria  caused  522 
cases  in  the  first  quarter,  424  in  the  second,  376  in  the  fourtli, 
and  274  in  the  third.  Of  the  deaths  16,  or  5-8  per  cent.,  were 
among  children  under  the  age  of  1  year;  155,  or  56-3  per  cent., 
between  1  year  and  5  years;  and  104,  or  37-8  per  cent.,  from 
5  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The  case  mortality  averaged  16'9 
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per  cent,  against  17'2  per  cent,  last  year  and  16-7  per  cent,  in 
1907.  In  43  districts  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  or 
membranous  croup,  while  the  greatest  prevalence,  irrespective 
of  population,  took  place  in  the  following  districts  : — 


Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Cases. 

...  74 

Deaths. 

7 

Removals  to 
Hospital. 

55 

Eccles  (B.) 

...  53 

8 

38 

Gorton  (10  months)  ... 

...  50 

13 

18 

Hindley 

...  49 

14 

— 

Leigh  (B.) 

...  59 

13 

11 

Newton-in-Makerfield 

...  58 

4 

21 

Stretford 

...  60 

14 

19 

Swinton  and  Pendlebury 

...  39 

5 

5 

Fylde  (E.) 

...  58 

7 

31 

In  57  districts  anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Authorities 
free  of  charge,  but  in  some  districts  this  is  limited  to  poor 
persons.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Failsworth,  says  that,, 
notwithstanding  the  facilities  given  to  medical  practitioners  in 
supplying  swabs  for  bacteriological  examinations  free,  he 
has  to  regret  that  advantage  is  not  more  fully  taken  of 
this;  although,  on  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a  greater 
demand  for  anti-toxin  serum,  which  is  supplied  gratuitously 
by  the  Council. 

Fever,  in  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  Board 
Table  IV.,  is  divided  into  “typhus,”  “enteric”  and  “other 
continued.”  For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  typhus  fever 
has  not  contributed  a  single  case,  while  to  other  continued 
fevers  were  ascribed  11  cases,  of  which  3  proved  fatal. 

Enteric,  or  typhoid  fever,  compared  very  favourably  with 
the  previous  year,  giving  rise  to  994  cases  and  192  deaths, 
against  1,219  cases  and  225  deaths  last  year;  859  cases  and 
164  deaths  in  1907,  1,248  cases  and  252  deaths  in  1906,  and 
1,335  cases  and  255  deaths  in  1905. 
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The  “fever”  death-rate  corresponded  to  OTO  per  1,000  of 
the  population  (urban  O'lO  and  rural  0-9),  against  0-12  in  1908, 
0’09  in  1907,  0‘14  in  1906  and  1905.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1909  was  0’06,  and  the  same  in  the  76  great 
towns. 

The  case  mortality  in  the  County  was  equal  to  19-3  per 
cent.,  against  18*4  in  1908,  19-0  in  1907,  20-4  in  1906,  and 
18‘9  in  1905.  The  incidence  of  enteric  fever  in  the  districts 
whicli  supply  monthly  returns  was  as  follows  : — 


ist  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Jan. 

148 

21 

April 

81 

18 

July  47 

11 

Oct. 

103 

15 

Feb. 

119 

18 

May 

47 

4 

x\ug.  57 

14 

Nov. 

77 

9 

Mar. 

103 

19 

June 

51 

9 

Sept.  104 

14 

Dec. 

61 

15 

370 

58 

179 

31 

208 

39 

241 

39 

In  55  districts  there  were  no  deaths  from  enteric  fever. 
Tlie  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.)  54 
cases  7  deaths,  Bacup  (B.)  45  cases  5  deaths,  Chorley  (B.)  29 
cases  5  deaths,  Broylsden  25  cases  4  deaths,  Earnworth  27 
cases  2  deaths,  Gorton  (10  months)  30  cases  2  deaths,  Leigh 
(B.)  25  cases  6  deaths,  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  43  cases  7 
deaths,  and  Tyldesley-with-Shakerley  26  cases  7  deaths. 

The  incidence  of  enteric  fever  was  specially  marked  in 
Bacup  (B.),  where  an  outbreak  occurred— tlie  most  serious  for 
over  30  years.  On  January  26th  3  cases  were  notified,  and 
between  that  date  and  February  27th  the  number  was 
increased  to  30.  The  water — a  private  supply — was  strongly 
suspected  as  the  source  of  the  outbreak,  and  an  inspec-r 
tion  of  the  gathering  ground  afforded  ample  evidence  of 
the  possibility  and  probability  of  sewage  pollution  from  a 
farm.  From  enquiries  it  was  found  that  the  farmer  had  died 
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shortly  before  the  outbreak,  the  cause  of  death  being  certified 
as  gastro-enteritis  ;  afterwards,  the  daughter  contracted  typhoid 
fever  at  the  same  farm. 

In  the  following  districts : — Denton,  Droylsden,  Lan¬ 
caster  (B.),  Leigh  (B.)  Eawtenstall  (B.),  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea, 
Thornton,  and  Turton,  contaminated  mussels — eaten  raw — 
were  suspected  as  the  cause  of  disease;  and,  in  one  instance, 
(Lytham)  cockles  came  under  suspicion.  Seeing  that  shell¬ 
fish,  when  obtained  from  a  shore  polluted  by  sewage  matter 
may  be  capable,  under  certain  conditions,  of  infecting  human 
beings,  it  seems  extraordinary  that  power  has  not  been  given 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Committees  or  some  other  Authority  to  prohibit  the  gathering 
and  sale  of  shell-fish  from  all  polluted  areas. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  becoming  more  alive  to  the 
danger  of  infection  being  spread  by  “typhoid  carriers,”  and 
when  tracing  the  obscure  origin  of  enteric  fever  such  possibili¬ 
ties  have  to  be  borne  in  mind.  At  the  recent  Brighton  Con¬ 
ference,  Dr.  Davies,  Aledical  Officer  for  . Bristol,  stated  that  “  the 
knowledge  we  have  now  acquired  as  to  the  habits  of  persistence 
of  casual  micro-organisms  within  the  body  has  very  materially 
altered  our  views  in  regard  to  prevention  ;  and  we  now  ascribe  a 
much  more  potent  and  universal  role  to  the  personal  factor  in  the 
chain  of  epidemic  or  endemic  disease-causation  than  to  the 
saprophytic  or  the  fomites  factors  whose  influence  was  formerly 
considered  to  be  paramount.”  It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind 
that  a  proportion  of  typhoid  convalescents,  varying  according 
to  observers  from  say  2  to  5  per  cent.,  pass  bacilli  in  the  faeces 
or  urine  for  some  six  months  after  the  cessation  of  the  fever, 
and  that  some  may  be  the  intermittent  carriers  of  infection  for 
over  30  years.  Eecognising  the  danger  of  such  cases,  certain 
Public  Health  x\uthorities  have  arranged  to  keep  under  obser¬ 
vation  all  persons — especially  those  engaged  in  the  preparation 
or  handling  of  food — who  at  any  time  may  have  passed  tlirough 
the  ordeal  of  typhoid  fever. 
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Diarrhoea. — According  to  the  instructions  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  under  the  heading  of  diarrhoea  are  to  be 
included  deaths  registered  as  due  to  epidemic  diarrhoea, 
epidemic  enteritis,  infective  enteritis,  zymotic  enteritis,  summer 
diarrhoea,  dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea,  choleraic  diarrhoea, 
cholera  (other  than  Asiatic  or  epidemic),  and  cholera  nostras. 
Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined 
disease  should  be  included  under  the  latter. 

Diarrhoea  was  the  cause  of  only  347  deaths  against  991 
last  year,  a  decrease  of  644.  In  1907  there  were  468  deaths, 
1,387  in  1906,  924  in  1905,  and  1,245  in  1904. 

The  County  rate,  0-18  per  1,000  of  the  population  (urban 
0‘20  rural  0*09)  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  For  the  10  years 
1899-1908  the  rate  averaged  0’60  per  1,000.  The  rate  for 
Tlngland  and  Wales  was  0*28,  and  0-38  for  the  76  great  towns. 

The  highest  diarrhoea  death-rates  were  recorded  in  Ince- 
in-Makerfield  1-64,  Aspull  1-54,  Golborne  0-85,  Orrell  0-83, 
Leigh  (B.)  0-77,  Irlam  0’66,  and  Farnworth  0'51. 


The  County  death-rates  from  diarrhoea  are  tabulated  below,, 
and  also  those  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  76  great  towns 
for  the  years  1909-1899 ; — 


1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1— ‘ 

o 

o 

1899 

Urban  Districts . 

0-20 

0-69 

0-27 

0-83 

0-54 

0-69 

0-42 

0-30 

l-Ol 

0'65 

IT‘2 

Rural  Districts  . 

0-09 

0-22 

0T6 

0-60 

0-34 

0-41 

0-26 

0T4 

0-52 

0-27 

0-53 

Administrative  County. . 

0TB 

0-54 

0-26 

0-79 

0-52 

0-66 

0-40 

0-28 

0-95 

0-60 

1-05 

England  and  Wales  .... 

0-28 

0-50 

0-29 

0-87 

0-59 

0-86 

0-50 

0-38 

0-91 

0-69 

0-98 

*76  Large  English  Towns 

0-38 

0-65 

OTO 

1T6 

0-83 

1-20 

0'71 

0-54 

1-23 

0-94 

1-21 

*  The  rates  previous  to  1901  refer  to  33  Towns. 
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The  monthly  incidence  of  diarrhoea  in  1909,  as  shown 
by  the  deaths  occurring  in  districts  making  monthly  returns 
is  given  in  the  following  Table: — ■ 


ist  Qua]:;tpr. 

and  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

January  ... 

20 

April  . 

19 

July .  31 

October  ...  58 

February... 

11 

May . 

11 

August  ...  84 

November..  23 

March . 

12 

June  . 

20 

September.  74 

December..  12 

43 

50 

189 

93 

Of  the  diarrhoea  deaths  246  or  70’8  per  cent,  were  among 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year;  66,  or  19  per  cent.,  between 
one  year  and  five  years  ;  and  35,  or  10  per  cent.,  from  five  years 
and  upwards.  Of  the  246  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year,  77 
were  under  the  age  of  three  months,  78  between  three  and  six 
months,  62  between  six  and  nine  months,  and  29  between  nine 
and  twelve  months.  The  low  diarrhoeal  mortality  is  generally 
attributed  to  the  cold  and  wet  summer.  According  to 
the  valuable  observations  taken  at  Stonvhurst,  the  mean 
temperature  of  the  year  1909  was  46'2°  F.,  and  the  rainfall 
48*769  inches,  as  compared  with  a  temperature  averaging  46*8 
during  the  past  62  years,  and  a  mean  rainfall  of  46*928  inches 
for  the  same  period. 

In  respect  of  diarrhoea.  Dr.  Hamilton,  Eccles  (B.),  says  — 
“it  is  simply  a  filth  disease,  which  is  bred  and  spread,  not  as 
used  to  be  thought  by  the  hot  sun,  but  by  the  thousands  of 
hies  that  carry  the  active  hlth  and  bacteria  into  the 
houses  and  on  to  the  food  and  milk  of  the  children.” 
Dr.  Dowling,  Haydock,  says  “  that  the  existence  of  privy 
middens  causes  the  surrounding  soil  to  become  so 
polluted  as  to  develop  a  breeding  ground  for  disease  germs. 
The  atmospheric  conditions  have  also  had  an  appreciable  effect 
in  diminishing  the  number  of  hies,  which,  in  privy  midden 
areas,  are  potent  carriers  of  infection.” 
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Epidemic  Influenza  contributed  317  deaths,  against  329 
last  year,  270  in  1907,  211  in  1906,  and  205  in  1905.  The 
deaths  were  most  numerous  in  Widnes  (B.)  18,  Preston  (R.) 
13,  Accrington  (B.)  12,  Eccles  (B.)  12,  Ulverston  (R.)  12, 
Horwich  9,  and  Heywood  (B.)  8.  x4gain  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  was  responsible  for  the  most  fatalities,  the  second 
quarter  came  next,  and  the  fewest  deaths  occurred  in  the  third 
quarter.  Two  schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  this 
disease. 

Respiratory  Diseases,  comprising  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy,  occasioned  4,999  deaths,  or  19*5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  mortality.  In  1908  there  were  4,593  deaths,  equal  to 
17’6  per  cent.;  in  1907  5,171  deaths,  or  20'1  per  cent.;  in  1906 
4,400  deaths,  or  17*2  per  cent. ;  and  in  1905  4,557  deaths,  or 
17*9  per  cent. 


Below^  are  given  tlie  respiratory  death-rates  per  1,000  of 
the  population  for  1909,  compared  with  the  preceding  five 
years - 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

Urban  Districts  ... 

2*81 

2*59 

2*99 

2*60 

2*66 

2*94 

Rural  Districts  . . . 

2*15 

2*18 

2*29 

1*90 

1*94 

2*42 

Administrative 

County . 

2*73 

2*54 

2*90 

2*52 

2*56 

2*88 

The  County  rate  from  respiratory  diseases  for  the  10 
years  1899-1908,  averaged  2*86  per  1,000,  or  0*13  in  excess  of 
the  rate  for  1909.  The  highest  respiratory  rates  were  attained 
in  Ince-in-Makerfield  6*12,  Aspull  5*12,  Leigh  (B.)  4*32,  Abram 
4*30,  Orrell  4*15,  Failsworth  4*02,  Haydock  4*01,  Little  Lever 
3*94,  Lees  3*81,  Chorley  (B.)  3*80,  and  Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.) 
and  Leyland  3*78. 
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Heart  Diseases  contributed  2,373  deaths,  or  38  more  than 
in  1908.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  equalled  1-29, 
the  same  as  last  year  ;  in  1907  it  was  1’36,  in  1906  1'33,  in  1905 
1‘24,  and  the  average  for  the  ten  years  1899-1908  was  1’29. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  gave  rise  to  1,638 
deaths,  or  97  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  County 
rate  averaged  0-89  per  1,000  of  the  population  (urban  0-90, 
rural  0-79),  or  0*04  above  the  rate  for  1908. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  phthisis  death-rates  for 
1909  as  compared  with  the  previous  five  years  : — 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

Urban  Districts  ... 

0-90 

0-87 

0-95 

0-89 

0-87 

0-92 

Eural  Districts  . . . 

0-79 

0-69 

0-85 

0-63 

0-78 

0-70 

Administrative 

County . 

0-89 

0-85 

0-94 

0-86 

0-86 

0-90 

The  rate  for  the  decade,  1899-1908,  equalled  0-94  per 
1,000  of  the  population ;  in  1909,  there  was  a  reduction  of 
0-05,  representing  a  saving  of  91  lives  per  annum.  High 
rates  were  recorded  in  Croston  1-85,  Heysham  1-76,  Dalton- 
in-Furness  1’75,  Whitworth  1-70,  Trawden  1-69,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne  (B.)  1*68,  Bishton  1-60,  and  Kirkham  1-52. 


According  to  the  last  report  of  the  Eegistrar-General  the 
deaths  from  phthisis  in  1908  equalled  ITl  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  against  1T4  in  1907  :  during  the  previous  25 
years  the  rate  shows  a  continuous  decline  as  will  be  seen 


below : — 

Quinquennial 

Periods. 

1882-1886 

1887-1891 

1892-1896 

1897-1901 

1902-1906 


Mortality 
per  1,000. 

1-81 

1-60 

1-40 

1-31 

1-19 
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The  following  diagram  shows  the  annual  County  death-rate 
from  tuberculous  phthisis  1891-1909  in  relation  to  the  mean  of 
that  period : — 


Kate  per! 000 
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In  28  districts  in  the  County  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  voluntary  notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
but  with  few  exceptions  it  has  not  met  with  success,  in  fact, 
in  many  instances  there  has  been  no  response  whatever  to  the 
efforts  made  in  this  direction.  In  order  to  render  notification 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  effective,  compulsory  powers  must 
be  obtained  and  made  applicable  to  the  Avhole  country.  Until 
the  extent  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  a  district  is  fully 
known,  it  is  obviously  difficult  to  take  satisfactory  measures 
for  its  reduction.  Sanatorium  treatment  is  the  first  considera¬ 
tion,  and  in  suitable  cases  there  is  little  doubt  as  to  its  value 
for  preventive  and  curative  purposes.  Under  treatment  tlie 
patient  also  acquires  habits  of  cleanliness  and  personal  sanita¬ 
tion,  which  carefully  carried  out  after  his  discharge  will  enable 
him  to  continue  his  battle  against  disease  or  establish  his 
cure.  In  order  to  further  control  the  spread  of  tuberculosis, 
local  authorities  are  now  recommended  to  consider  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  adopting  the  dispensary  system,  which  has  met  with 
so  much  success  in  Paddington,  Edinburgh,  Dundee,  and  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  The  dispensary  provides  for  the  systematic 
medical  supervision  in  their  own  homes  of  advanced  cases  of 
consumption,  as  well  as  patients  discharged  from  a  sanatorium, 
while  early  cases  of  the  disease  are  considered  with  a  view^  to 
sanatorium  treatment.  Much  good  may  be  done  by  keeping 
under  observation  delicate  children,  who  by  improper  feeding 
or  vicious  environment  show  a  predisposition  to  phthisis,  A 
child  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  enlarged 
cervical,  submaxillary,  parotic,  or  other  glands,  although  not 
tubercular,  may  become  more  liable  to  fall  a  victim  to  the  tuber¬ 
cular  bacillus,  and  should  therefore  be  shielded  from  danger  by 
good  food,  improved  surroundings,  and,  if  possible,  removal  to 
a  suitable  convalescent  home.  Institutions  having  such  an 
extensive  and  valuable  field  of  work  are  bound  to  prove  useful 
to  the  publicj  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  preventive 
work  will,  in  the  future,  be  greatly  developed. 
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Cancer, — Under  this  heading  are  included  all  regis- 
:  tered  deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  this  general 
:  term ;  thus,  deaths  are  included  from  “  cancer,  carcinoma, 

I  malignant  disease,  scirrhus,  epithelioma,  sarcoma,  villous 
■  tumour,  and  papilloma  of  bladder  and  rodent  ulcer.”  From 
:  these  causes  1,374  deaths  were  registered,  or  91  more  than  last, 
;  year,  and  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  0'75  per  1,000 — urban,  0-74, 
"  rural  0-77 — against  a  rate  of  0-71  last  year,  and  an  average  of 
f  0-64  for  the  9  years,  1900-1908. 


The  deaths  and  rates  for  each  year  since  1900  (when 
I  cancer  was  first  included  in  the  Local  Government  Board 
I'  Tables)  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
living. 

1900 

1,072 

0-54 

1901 

1,149 

0*62 

1902 

1,113 

0-60 

1903 

1,223 

0-65 

1904 

1,229 

0*65 

1905 

1,164 

0-65 

1906 

1,214 

0-69 

1907 

1,254 

0-70 

1908 

1,283 

0-71 

Average  1900-8 

1,189 

0-64 

1909 

1,374 

0-75 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  —  The  cases  of  in- 
:  fectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  amounted  to  13,558, 
i'  or  3,168  more  than  last  year ;  2,974  in  excess  of  1907,  2,439 
I  over  1906,  but  57  less  than  1905,  and  4,047  below  1904.  In 
the  following  Table  the  cases  notified  during  1909,  as  well  as 
t  those  for  the  previous  year,  are  classified  : — 
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1909. 

1908. 

Diseases. 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total. 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total. 

Small-pox  . 

7 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous 

8059 

1051 

9110 

5536 

538 

6074 

Croup  . 

1378 

245 

1623 

1452 

233 

1685 

TA'phus  Fever . 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  4  4 

*  4  • 

Enteric  Fever . 

876 

118 

994 

1085 

134 

1219 

Continued  Fever... 

10 

1 

11 

14 

•  4  4 

14 

Puerperal  Fever  . . . 

123 

11 

134 

127 

13 

140 

Erysipelas  . 

1103 

134 

1237 

966 

130 

1096 

Measles  . 

317 

18 

335 

111 

2 

113 

Chicken-pox  . 

86 

21 

107 

44 

3 

47 

Eelapsing  Fever  ... 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

»  •  • 

444 

•  .  4 

Cholera  . 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

•  4  * 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Others . 

•  *  • 

•  .  • 

•  4  4 

Total . 

11959 

1599 

13558 

9336 

1054 

10390 

As  compared  with  1908  increases  Avere  recorded  in  small¬ 
pox  5,  scarlet  feA^er  3,036,  erysipelas  141,  measles  222,  and 
chicken-pox  60 ;  while  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup 
decreased  62,  enteric  fever  225,  continued  fever  3,  and 
puerperal  fever  6. 

Measles  is  compulsorily  notifiable  in  St.  Annes-on- 
the-Sea,  Standish-with-Langtree,  and  Lunesdale  (E.) ;  it  Avas 
also  notifiable  in  Upholland  until  July  3rd,  1909.  Chicken-pox  is 
notifiable  in  Bacup  (B.)  and  Lunesdale  (E.)  Phthisis  is 
voluntarily  notifiable  in  28  districts.  During  the  year. 
Glanders,  Anthrax,  and  Hydrophobia  in  man  Avere  added  to 
the  list  of  infectious  diseases  compulsorily  notifiable  in 
Thornton. 
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School  Sanitation. — According  to  the  annual  reports 
■  supplied  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  schools  were  closed  as 
t  under : — 


On  account  of  Measles  ... 

,,  Scarlet  Fever 


...  in  56  districts. 

91 

Whooping  Cough  ,,  8  ,, 

Mumps  ...  ...  ,,  7  ,, 

Influenza  ...  ,,  2  ,, 

Diphtheria  ...  ,,  1  district 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ,,  1 


Under  Article  18  (16)  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Order, 
1891,  219  special  reports  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
)i  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  and  school 
closure. 


Memorandum  on  School  Closure,  &c. — An  important 
(  Memorandum  has,  during  the  year,  been  issued  to  Medical 

i  Officers  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officers  as  to  notifi- 
.  cation  of  disease  in  schools,  and  on  the  circumstances  under 
'  which  school  closure,  or  the  exclusion  of  particular  children, 
I  may  be  required  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease. 
:  From  a  careful  perusal  of  the  document  in  question,  which  is 
V  somewhat  difficult  to  understand,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the 
i:  following  indicates  the  method  of  procedure  to  be  adopted. 

Closure  may  be  compelled  by  the  Sanitary  x4uthority, 
w  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
.  (Article  57  of  the  Code),  (henceforth  no  appeal  against  this 
•  action) ;  or  it  may  be  adopted  voluntarily  by  the  Local  Educa- 

ii  tion  Authority,  “  under  medical  authority,”  but  the  latter  must 
be  approved  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Exclusion  of  children  may  be  ordered  l)y  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
.!  (x\rticle  57) ;  or  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  (Article  53  b). 
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where  proper  arrangements  have  been  made  for  supplying 
him  Avith  infoi’ination  as  to  cases  in  which  such  action  is 
desirable — 

{a)  To  prevent  spread  of  disease. 

{h)  On  the  ground  that  children  are  uncleanly  or 
verminous. 

(c)  Owing  to  the  state  of  health  of  children,  or  physical 
or  mental  defects. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  to  give  a  certificate  to  the  Local 
Education  Authority  when  he  advises  exclusion. 

Temporary  exclusion  of  children  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  must  be  endorsed  (Article  53  b)  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  if  to  be  deemed  on  “  reasonable  grounds.” 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  must 
have  a  working  arrangement  to  avoid  duplication  of  work,  and 
in  order  that  the  former  may  not  need  to  adopt  the  procedure 
provided  in  Article  57  for  the  formal  and  compulsory  exclusion 
of  individual  scholars. 

• 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  be  regarded  as  the  re¬ 
sponsible  officer  for  dealing  Avith  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease. 

Local  Education  Autliorities  to  authorise  Managers  and 
Teachers  to  act,  as  in  the  past,  on  the  recommendations  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health ;  and  Sanitary  Authorities  to 
arrange  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  embodies  his 
recommendations  in  certificates  AAdiich  are  transmitted  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer  AA’ith  a  vieAV  to  the  formal  authorisation 
required  by  Article  53  (b)  in  cases  of  exclusion,  and  to  the 
approval  required  by  Article  45  (b)  in  cases  of  closure.  Where 
such  working  arrangements  are  adopted  it  should  seldom  be 
necessary  under  the  new  conditions  for  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  advise  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  put  into  force  the 
poAvers  conferred  upon  them  by  Article  57. 
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Closure  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should,  as  a 
rule,  only  be  arranged  in  consultation  with  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  except  in  serious  emergencies  ;  and  he  should  acquaint 
the  School  Medical  Officer  whenever  he  advises  exclusion  of 
scholars  in  order  that  the  requirements  of  Article  53  (b)  may 
be  met.  The  School  Medical  Officer  before  advising  or 
approving  closure  should  confer  witli  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  the  public  health  aspects  of  the  proposed  closure. 

Local  Education  Authorities  to  make  Eegulations  under 
which  School  Teachers,  School  Nurses,  and  Attendance 
Officers  must  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  of  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
(notifiable  or  otherwdse). 

Local  Education  Authorities  to  instruct  Teachers  to 
temporarily  exclude  children  showing  symptoms  suggestive 
of  infectious  disease ;  and  to  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  of  any  children  kept  at 
liome  wdth  suspicious  illness. 

The  information  as  to  notifiable  infectious  cases  among 
school  children  obtained  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
should  be  promptly  transmitted  to  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Head  Teacher  of  school  concerned,  in  order  that  the 
necessary  instructions  as  to  exclusion  from  school,  &c.,  may  be 
given. 

When  a  Sanitary  Authority  require  the  closure  of  a  school 
the  notice  should  be  sent  to  the  Managers  and  a  copy  thereof 
forwarded  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Eeports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  Sanitary  Authori¬ 
ties  are  to  be  treated  as  “special”  reports  (General  Order  of 
Local  Government  Board,  March,  1891),  and  copies  thereof 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council. 
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Isolation  Hospitals, — The  following  statement  shows  the 
accommodation  available  in  each  district,  together  with  the 
number  of  notifications  of  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
and  enteric  fever,  and  the  number  of  removals  to  hospital : — 


District. 

Hospital  Provision. 

(a)  Cases  iiotifled. 

(b)  Eemoved  to 

hospital. 

Small-pox. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever 

For  ordinary 
Infectious 
Diseases. 

For 

Small-pox. 

Abram  . . 

8  beds 

Iron  building— 

(a) 

20 

1 

53 

1  4 

4  beds* 

(b) 

4 

45 

3 

Accrington  (B.). 

Nil . . 

24  beds 

(a) 

! 

i  •  • 

24 

180 

15 

(b) 

1 

Adlington 

\ 

(a) 

17 

6 

(b) 

9 

•  • 

Cborley  (B.) 

Joint  at  Heath 

10  beds  at 

(a) 

23 

1  84 

29 

t  Charnock, 

Finnington 

(b) 

o 

73 

16 

Leyland.. 

36  beds 

(Blackburn) 

(a) 

. . 

2 

4 

1 

(b) 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

Chorley  (R.) 

(a) 

18 

42 

12 

(b) 

4 

37 

4 

Allerton . . 

1  bed,  Whiston 

1  bed,  Whiston 

(a) 

5 

1 

1 

sanatorium 

1 

(b) 

2 

1 

1 

Ashton-in- 

31  beds  (Long 

8  beds  (Edge 

(a) 

74 

153 

27 

Makerfield 

Lane) 

Green  j* 

(b) 

55 

106 

25 

Ashton-under- 

16  beds 

\ 

(a) 

30 

261 

54 

Dyne  (B.) 

(b) 

•  • 

42 

4 

Auden  sh  aw 

2  beds,  Hyde 

1 

1 

(a) 

1 

48 

7 

Borough  hospital 

Joint  at  Harts- 

(b) 

2 

j  head — 12  beds 

Hurst 

Nil . 

1 

(a) 

3 

52 

7 

(b) 

•  • 

Limehurst  (R.). . 

Nil . 

(a) 

4 

31 

9 

(b) 

•  « 

Aspull  . . 

At  Wigan  Borough  hospitals* 

(a) 

15 

38 

13 

(b) 

•  • 

3 

3 

Bacup  (B.) 

Nil . 

Joint  at  Sour- 

(a) 

7 

58 

45 

hall,  Todmor- 

(b) 

den — 32  beds 

Barrowford 

\t  Burnley,  &c., 

At  Nelson  Boro. 

(a) 

•  • 

2 

19 

1 

joint  hospital 

/ 

Hospital 

(b) 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

*  Combined  under  the  Wigan  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Order  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  small-pox  hospital. 
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District. 

Hospital  Provision. 

(a)  Cases  notified. 

(b)  Removed  to 

hospital. 

Small-pox. 

Dipbtbgria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever 

For  ordinary 
Infectious 
Diseases. 

For 

Small-pox. 

Atherton 

(a) 

7 

79 

10 

(b) 

18 

3 

Golborne 

(a) 

22 

15 

3 

(b) 

2 

1 

Leigh  (B.) 

Joint  at  Astley  f 

or  all  purposes  . . 

(a) 

59 

291 

25 

(b) 

11 

187 

11 

Tyldesley-with- 

(a) 

4 

21 

26 

Shakerley 

(b) 

3 

13 

20 

Leigh  (R.) 

(a) 

15 

57 

7 

(b) 

2 

37 

6 

Bispham-with- 

(a) 

1 

21 

•  • 

Norbreck 

(b) 

•  • 

20 

•  • 

Fleetwood 

(a) 

1 

19 

48 

6 

(b) 

1 

14 

36 

2 

Kirkham 

(a) 

4 

11 

10 

(b) 

1 

4 

10 

7 

Lytham  . . 

(a) 

8 

24 

6 

(b) 

7 

20 

4 

Joint  at  Moss 

Poultou-le-Fylde 

Side 

(a) 

4 

14 

1 

(b) 

1 

9 

1 

St.  Annes-oii- 

1 

i 

(a) 

17 

31 

9 

the-Sea 

' 

(b) 

12 

23 

6 

Thornton 

1 

'  (a) 

9 

6 

Joint  at 

,  (b) 

7 

4 

Elswick 

Fylde  (R.) 

1 

(a) 

58 

82 

14 

J 

(b) 

31 

69 

12 

Preesall-with- 

At  Fylde,  Ac., 

i 

fa) 

1 

3 

Hackinsall 

joint  (Moss  Side) 

(b) 

•  • 

Fulwood 

(a) 

1 

20 

1 

(b) 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

Longridge 

( 

-Joint  at  Fulwood 

(a) 

6 

3 

•  • 

(b) 

2 

•  • 

Preston  (R.) 

(a) 

16 

34 

9 

(b) 

3 

12 

3 

Garstang  (R.)  . . 

Nil.  Plans  and 

(a) 

2 

36 

12 

estimates  for 

(b) 

hospital  in  pre- 

paration 

J 

1. 


District. 

Billinge.. 

Birlcdale 

Blackrocl 

Horwich 

Westhougbton. 

Brier  field 

Padibam 

Burnley  (R.)  . 

Carnfortb 

Cbadderton 
Crompton 
Roj’ton  . . 
Cbildwall 

Cburcb  . . 

Clayton-le- 

Moors 

Clitberoe  (B.)  . 
Clitberoe  (R.)  . 
Colne  (B.) 


Hospital  Provision. 


For  ordinary 
Infectious 
Diseases. 


For 

Small-pox. 


2 

M  o  g. 

®  P  c 
cc  ir 

OCP 


Nil . 


28  beds 


Joint  at  Fall 
Bircb, 
Horwicb 


Cottage — 
4  beds* 

8  beds  . . 

Nil* 


Temporary  bos- 
pital--5  beds* 

Do. — 12  beds* . . 


Joint  with  Burnley  (C.B.)  for  all 
purposes 


(Kibble  Bank) 


2  wards — 12  beds 
(Crag  Bank) 

At  Oldbam 
Boro.  Hospital 

Do. 


Do. 


(Crown  Point) 


Nil 


Joint  at  Cinder 
Hill — 24  beds 


At  Liverpool  Boro,  hospitals 


Nil . . 

Nil.. 

Nil . . 

Nil . . 


At  Burnley  Ac., 
joint  hospital 


At  Finnington 
(Blackburn) 

At  Accrington 
Boro,  hospital 

Joint  with 
Bowland 
(Yorks) — 

8  beds 


20  beds  . 


(^)  j 

(b)! 

(a)  i 

(b)  ' 

(a) 

(b) 

I 

(a)  i 

(b) ; 

(a)  i 

(b) ! 

(a)  i 

(b)  I 

(a) 

(b)  ! 

(a)  j 

(b) ' 

(a)  I 

(bj  I 

(a)  ^ 

(b)  ! 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


i  Small-pox. 

1  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

, 

22 

1 

9 

32 

2 

6 

25 

6 

25 

5 

2 

22 

4 

16 

107 

3 

12 

91 

1 

12 

24 

21 

4 

13 

11 

1 

9 

•  « 

3 

•  • 

20 

14 

3- 

2 

4 

2 

5 

72 

6. 

1 

33 

1 

6 

21 

65 

2 

•  • 

6 

11 

101 

3 

3 

26 

6 

52 

3 

•  • 

7 

1 

•  • 

2 

43 

3 

11 

15 

1 

2 

56 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

22 

•  • 

7 

98 

4 

•  • 

2 

District. 

Crostou  . . 

Dalton-in- 

Furness 

Ijlverston 
Ulverston  (R.).. 
Darwen  (B.) 

Denton  . . 

Droylsden 

Eccles  (B.) 

Failswortli 

Farnworth 

Little  Hulton  . . 

Little  Lever 

Formby . . 

Dorton  . . 

Grange-over- 

Sands 

Great  Crosby  . . 
Great  Harwood.. 


Hospital  Provision. 

$ 

cS 

gj 

K- 

S'g’S 

o 

•  rH 

ft 

For  ordinary 

S  o'ft 

s  a  o 

1 

<D 

O 

.  r-l 

r-^ 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Small-pox. 

55".=! 

s 

rP 

Ph 

•  ^ 

ft 

O 

a? 

o 

-A-=> 

ft 

At  West  Lanca- 

Nil 

fa) 

1 

sbire  Rural 
hospital 

(b) 

1 

•N 

(a) 

3 

17 

•  • 

(b) 

«  • 

15 

•  • 

.Joint  at  High 
Carley 

At  Barrow 
Boro,  hos¬ 
pital 

(a) 

(b) 

3 

1 

15 

3 

1 

J 

j 

fa) 

18 

48 

4 

(b) 

4 

31 

2 

20  beds  and  4  cots 

Converted  farm- 

(al 

11 

149 

15 

for  scarlet  fever ; 
provision  for 

enteric  fever 
almost  c  0  m- 
pleted 

house — 2  beds 

(b) 

. . 

73 

2beds,  Hyde  Boro. 

2  beds,  Hyde  . . 

fa) 

7 

92 

17 

hospital 

(b) 

.. 

6 

4 

5  beds,  do. 

1  bed,  do. 

(a) 

18 

188 

25 

(b) 

2 

10 

6 

20  beds,  Salford 
Boro,  hospital 

6  beds,  Salford.. 

(a) 

53 

171 

22 

(b) 

38 

31 

15 

At  Oldham  Boro. 

lospitals 

(a) 

7 

37 

5 

(b) 

•  • 

5 

1 

1 

(a) 

1 

7 

85 

27 

At  Bury,  &c.. 

(b) 

1 

3 

67 

26 

•Joint  at  Farn¬ 
worth 

joint  hos¬ 
pital  (Ains¬ 
worth) 

(a) 

(b) 

8 

2 

64 

40 

14 

5 

fa) 

5 

2 

(b) 

2 

At  Bootle  Boro,  hospitals  . . 

fa) 

5 

10 

1 

(b) 

2 

•  • 

Manchester  and 

In  the  district. . 

(a) 

50 

209 

30 

Hyde  hospitals 

(b) 

18 

61 

13 

At  Kendal  Boro. 

Nil 

(a) 

•  • 

6 

hospital 

(b) 

•  • 

3 

•  0 

At  Liverpool  Boro,  hospitals 

fa) 

2 

9 

46 

4 

(b) 

2 

2 

19 

1 

N  il . . 

Nil 

fa) 

•  * 

36 

26 

1 

(b) 

lii. 


. 

Hospital  Provision.  ^ 

.1  o 
^  . 

o'gi 

o 

cc 

•  rH 

Scarlet  Fevei 

OJ 

-►> 

District. 

For  ordinary 
Infectious 
Diseases. 

For 

Small-pox. 

Xf  O  ^ 

®  S  O 
X  C  y 

:3  « 

QPh 

li'S 

ft 

r-H 

ce 

Pi 

f— * 

O) 

ft 

•  ^ 

Q 

o 

• 

r-f 

0) 

w 

Haslingdeii  (B.). 

Nil . . 

12  beds  . . 

(a) 

i 

53 

1 

1  14 

(b) 

1 

Hayclock 

10  beds  at 

3  beds, 

(a) 

1 

!  •  • 

10 

1122 

!  2 

St.  Helens  Boro. 

St.  Helens 

(b) 

1 

! 

'  42 

2 

Hospital 

- 

Heaton  Norris.. 

At  Salford  Boro. 

Joint  with 

(a) 

1 

40 

hospital 

Cheadle 

(Cheshire) 

(b) 

10 

•  • 

Heysham 

4  beds 

4  beds  . . 

(a) 

1 

13 

1 

(b) 

•  • 

11 

Hey  wood  (B.)  .. 

Nil.  Provision 

24  beds,  Birtle.. 

fa) 

11 

121 

6 

under  considei'a- 

(b) 

*  * 

tion 

Hindley  . . 

Hospital  shortly 

8  beds*  (used  for 

(a) 

49 

246 

21 

to  be  erected 

enteric  fever) 

(b) 

•  • 

.. 

17 

Hnyton-with- 

3  beds,  Whiston 

2  beds,  AVhiston 

(a) 

1 

11 

14 

1 

Roby 

sanatorium 

(b) 

1 

2 

12 

Ince-in-Maker- 

13  beds 

14  beds* 

(a) 

17 

221 

16 

field 

(b) 

•  • 

72 

6 

Irlam 

At  Salford  Boro. 

2  beds,  Salford.. 

(a) 

•  . 

9 

26 

2 

hospital  (no 
contract) 

(b) 

•  • 

Kearsley 

At  Salford  Boro. 

At  Bury,  &c.. 

(a) 

6 

22 

14 

hospital 

joint  hospital 

(b) 

1 

1 

•  • 

Lancaster  (B.).. 

32  beds 

16  beds,  Little- 

(a) 

15 

495 

17 

fell 

(b) 

•  • 

400 

7 

Latliom  and 
Burscougli 

[  Joint  at  Green 

1  Lane — 26  beds 

1  Joint  at  Burs- 
h  cough — 12 

1  beds 

(a) 

(b) 

14 

4 

98 

58 

3 

1 

Ormskirk 

J 

(a) 

•  • 

13 

1 

(b)j 

.  .  1 

•  •  1 

*  • 

12 

•  « 

Lees 

Nil . . 

At  Oldham 

(a)  ' 

! 

10, 

Boi’o.  hospital 

(b) : 

1 

*  • 

Levensliulme  . . 

At  Manchester  Boro,  hospitals  . . 

(a)  i 

1 

1 

22 

130 

1 

(b)  ! 

. . 

6 

38 

•  • 

Litherland 

At  Bootle  Boro,  hospitals  . . 

(a) 

. .  i 

10 

70 

3 

(b)  1 

6 

36  1 

1 

2 

Little  Crosby  . . 

At  Liverpool  Boro,  hospitals 

(a) 

i 

] 

(b) 

1 

i 

j 

•  • 

liii. 


Hospital  Provision. 

|2  . 
o's'i 

o 

•  ^ 

Scarlet  Fever,  j 

O 

District. 

For  ordinary 
Infectious 
Diseases. 

For 

Small-pox. 

M  O 

UBo 

1 

1— 1 

S 

CU 

JP 

.id 

•  ^ 

o 

o 

• 

Littleborough  . 
Milurow 

Warclle  .. 

Little  Woolton. 
Middleton  (B.). 
Morecambe  (B.) 


Joint  at  Smithy 
Bridge 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


1  bed,  Whiston  1  bed,  Whiston 
sanatorium 

At  Rochdale  Boro,  hospital 


10  beds  and  1 
cot 


Mossley  (B.) 
Much  Woolton. 

Nelson  (B.)  . 


Newton-in- 

Makertield 

Norden  . . 


Orrell 

Oswaldtwistle  . . 
Prescot  . . 
Pi’estwich 
Eainford 
Rawten stall  (B.) 


25  beds  and  2  cots 
for  scarlet  fever. 
Extensions 
under  con¬ 
sideration 


Nil . . 

2  beds,  Whiston  sanatorium 


8  beds.  May 
Hills 


At  Burnle}",  &c., 
joint  hospital 

At  Warrington 
Boro,  hospital 

Nil . . 


Nil.  Provision 
under  consid¬ 
eration 

Nil . . 


32  beds  (Catlow) 


At  Liverpool 
Boro,  hospital 

Converted  farm 
house — 4  beds 

Nil* 


10  beds  . . 


At  Whiston  sanatorium. 

At  Salford  Borough  hospitals. 
Nil . . 


Nil 


4  beds  (used  for 
scarlet  fever) 

22  beds  (The 
Ridge) 


(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


(a) 

lb) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


1 

1 


25 

14 

4 

1 


18 

5 

10 

1 


58 

21 


11 


10 

2 

18 

4 

2 

9 


27 

22 

16 

13 

2 


20 

2 

22 

18 


53 


4 

3 


241 

4 

104 

29 


49 


96 


206 

14 

82 

36 

34 

4 

152 


3 

2 


4 

3 


18 

7 


3 

1 


24 

21 


4 

1 

3 

2 


liv. 


District. 


Hospital  Provision. 


For  ordinary- 
infectious 
Diseases. 


For 

Small-pox. 


lladcliffe 
Ramsbottom  . . 
Tottington 
Whitefield 
Bury  (R.) 
Rishton  . . 

Skelmersdale  . . 


Standish-with- 

Langtree 

Stretford 


Swinton  and 
Pendlebury 

Worsley . . 


Trawden 

Turton  . . 

Upholland 

Urmston 

Walton-le-Dale. 


Waterloo- with- 
Seafortli 


Joint  with  Bury  (C.B.)  for  all 
purposes 


Nil.  “Occasion¬ 
ally”  send  to 
Blackburn 

Nil . . 


Nil.. 


Nil 


Cottage — 10  beds 
(used  for  other 
diseases) 

Cottage — 6  beds* 


At  Salford  Borough  hospitals 


At  Salford  Boro 
hospital 

Do. 


At  Burnley^,  &c., 
joint  hospital 

Nil . . 


Cottage  . . 


Joint  atLinny- 
shaw  Moss— 
20  beds 


At  Colne  Boro 
hospital 

2  beds  (Bury, 
&c.,  joint  hos¬ 
pital) 

Tent*  . . 


At  Salford  Borough- hospitals 


20  beds  (School 
Lane) 


8  beds  (Brad- 
kirk) 


At  Liverpool  Borough  hospitals 


(a)  Cases  notified. 

(b)  Removed  to 

hospital. 

Small-pox. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Entei’ic  Fevei’i 

(a) 

31 

100 

18 

(b) 

15 

21 

6 

(a) 

37 

168 

5 

(b) 

1 

62 

1 

(a) 

59 

2 

(b) 

•  • 

51 

2 

(a) 

6 

197 

4 

(b) 

1 

109 

1 

(a) 

4 

46 

3 

(b) 

13 

2 

(a) 

14 

35 

4 

(b) 

1 

(a) 

1 

69 

13 

(b) 

•  • 

44 

1 

(a) 

1 

7 

66 

3 

(b) 

(a) 

60 

247 

11 

(b) 

19 

133 

9 

(a) 

39 

299 

43 

(b) 

5 

27 

8 

(a) 

18 

202 

3 

lb) 

•  • 

13 

(a) 

1 

5 

(b) 

(a) 

3 

16 

5 

(b) 

•  - 

(a) 

1 

51 

1 

(b) 

•  • 

•  • 

(a) 

6 

42 

(b) 

1 

18 

(a) 

5 

21 

9 

(b) 

12 

5 

(a) 

29 

135 

7 

(b) 

8 

55 

1 

Iv. 


District. 

Hospital  Provision. 

1  (a)  Cases  notified. 

(b)  Remov«d  to 

hosnital.  i 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

For  ordinary 
Infections 
Diseases. 

For 

Small-pox. 

Whitwortli 

Nil . . 

Cottage — 12  beds 

1 

(a) 

1 

11 

13 

I 

4 

;  (b) 

Wiclnes  (B.) 

40  beds  (Crow 

8  beds  (Barrows 

(a) 

15 

186 

16 

Wood) 

Green) 

(b) 

. . 

3 

176 

16 

W' ithnell 

20  beds 

1  bed  at  Fin- 

(a) 

3 

3 

nington 

(b) 

1 

(Blackbnrn) 

[ 

Barton-upoii- 

At  Salford  Borough  hospitals 

(a) 

9 

66 

7 

Irwell  (R.) 

(b) 

♦  • 

3 

31 

3 

Blackburn  (R.). . 

At  Blackbnrn  Borongh  hospitals 

fa) 

9 

50 

2 

'  (b) 

4 

*  k 

Lancaster  (R.).. 

At  Lancaster  Borongh  hospitals 

'  (a) 

7 

57 

8 

(b) 

24 

Lunesdale  (R.) . . 

12  beds  at  Farleton 

(a) 

9 

48 

2 

!  (b) 

2 

1 

Sefton  (R.) 

At  Liverpool 

Cottage(Kirkby) 

(a) 

2 

18 

1 

Boro  hospital 

(bj 

1 

8 

1 

Warrington  (R.) 

At  Warrington  Borongh  hospitals 

(a) 

34 

61 

2 

(b) 

7 

4 

2 

West  Lancashire 

20  beds  (Anghton) 

Tent — 8  beds  . . 

(a) 

13 

82 

6 

(R.) 

(b) 

5 

76 

Winston  (R.)  . . 

34  beds 

20  beds  . . 

(a) 

13 

170 

10 

(b) 

12 

128 

5 

Wigan  (R.) 

Nil . . 

Cottage — 4  beds* 

(a) 

•  • 

9 

29 

4 

(b) 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Of  the  9,110  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  in  the  County 
3,225,  or  35*4  per  cent.,  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  90  died — 
equal  to  a  case  mortality  of  2-79  per  cent. ;  while  the  5,885  patients 
treated  at  home  gave  a  case  mortality  of  2-34  per  cent.  The 
diphtheria  cases  treated  in  hospital,  417  in  number,  had  a  case 
mortality  of  11*27  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  18*9  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  treated  at  home.  Of  the  enteric  cases  removed 
to  hospital  21*02  per  cent,  died,  against  18*29  per  cent,  mor¬ 
tality  of  the  home  cases.  In  respect  of  scarlet  fever  and 
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enteric  fever,  which  show  a  higher  percentage  of  deaths 
among  cases  treated  in  hospital  than  ^t  home,  it  may  be 
mentioned  tliat  the  former  are  often  very  serious  cases,  and 
for  that  reason  are  removed.  The  whole  of  the  small-pox 
patients,  7  in  number,  were  isolated  in  hospital  and  recovered. 

Disinfection, — According  to  the  district  health  reports  the 
position  as  regards  disinfecting  apparatus  is  as  under  : — 
Districts  provided  with  steam  apparatus  ...  19 

,,  using  steam  apparatus  at  infectious 

hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

,,  using  steam  apparatus  belonging 

to  other  districts  (mainly  County 
or  Municipal  Boroughs)  ...  14 

,,  provided  with  dry-heat  apparatus. . .  6 

,,  using  dry-heat  apparatus  belonging 

to  other  districts  ...  ...  2 

,,  using  formaldehyde  apparatus  at 

hospital  (Gorton)  ...  ...  1 

,.  now  being  provided  with  steam 

apparatus  (Swinton  and  Pendle- 
bury)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Avithout  proper  appliances...  ...  47 
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Appended  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  larger  districts  not 
provided  Avith  disinfecting  appliances; — Audenshaw,  Bacup 
(B.),  Billinge,  Clitheroe  (B.),  Colne  (B.),  Denton,  Droylsden, 
FailsAvorth,  Great  HarAvood,  Irlam,  NeAvton-in-Maberfield, 
Norden,  Orrell,  Eainford,  Eishton,  Standish-Avith-Langtree, 
Turton,  Upholland,  WhitAvorth,  Worsley,  Blackburn  (E.), 
Clitheroe  (E.). 

At  Bacup  (B.)  steam  apparatus  Avill  shortly  be  provided; 
at  Denton,  plans  for  provision  of  steam  apparatus  in  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  AudenshaAV  is  negotiating  Avith  a  neighbouring  district 
for  the  use  of  steam  appliances. 
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Several  districts  reported  last  year  as  without  provision 
have  now  made  arrangements  for  the  use  of  appliances  in 
adjoining  districts. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Eawtenstall  (B.),  reports: — 
During  tlie  summer  daily  disinfection  of  the  school  floors 
and  desks  Avith  a  solution  of  cyllin  in  water  (1  to  400)  was 
commenced.  In  some  cases  also,  saAvdust  damped  with  the 
disinfectant  was  used  to  clean  the  floors,  and  in  addition,  the 
Avails,  cloakrooms,  and  passages  Avere  sprayed  once  a  AA^eek. 


Sanitary  Administration, — Details  of  sanitary  Avork  carried 
out  in  each  district  is  giA^en  in  the  summarised  reports.  The 
total  nuisances  abated  in  the  Avhole  County  area  during  the  year 
numbered  38,031,  as  compared  Avith  41,470  in  the  previous 
year,  and  42,308  in  1907  ;  the  notices  served  amounted  to 
23,177,  and  legal  proceedings  folloAved  in  91  instances. 

The  following  adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  districts  as  beloAv : — 

No 

Not  information 
Adopted.  Adopted,  given. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention 

Act,  1890...  ...  ...  102  ...  21  ...  8 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment 


Act,  1890  ...  ...  ...  116 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment 

Act,  1907 ...  ...  ...  48 


8  ...  7 

70  ...  13 


Peivy  Middens. — Ninety-three  urban  districts  liaA^e  sup¬ 
plied  the  following  information  respecting  closet  accommoda¬ 
tion  : — 


Number  of  privy  middens 
,,  pail  closets  ... 

,,  fresh  water  closets 

,,  Avaste  water  closets 


54,671 

52,363 

102,962 

74,159 


Conversion  from  priA^y  middens  has  taken  place  during 
the  year  as  beloAv  : — 

Privies  conA’erted  to  water  closets  ...  3,537 

,,  ,,  pail  closets  ...  ...  145 

Pails  coiiA'erted  to  Avater  closets  ...  ...  94 
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Considering  the  enormity  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  the 
existence  of  privy  middens  it  is  unfortunate  that  so  few  con¬ 
versions  have  taken  place.  Reference  will  be  found  on  ]3age 
xxii.  as  to  the  serious  menace  to  health  resulting  from  this 
cause,  and  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  their  reports 
again  urge  their  Authorities  to  remove  a  source  of  so  much 
danger.  Privy  middens  w^ere  most  extensively  converted  to 
the  water-carriage  system  in  Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.)  127, 
Denton  154,  Eccles  (B.)  530,  Farnworth  153,  Gorton  133, 
Ramsbottom  167,  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  227,  Tyldesley-with- 
Shakerley  127,  and  Whitefield  112. 

Housing  of  the  Woeking  Classes. — Respecting  44  dis¬ 
tricts  Medical  Officers  of  Health  give  particulars  of  action 
taken  with  regard  to  insanitary  houses,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  198  houses  were  condemned,  107  closed,  69  demolished, 
and  308  made  habitable. 


The  information  obtained  from  each  district  is  given 
below  : — 


No.  of  Houses. 

DISTRICT. 

Condemned. 

Closed. 

Demolished. 

Made 

Habitable. 

Remarks. 

Asliton-iu-Makerfield  .... 

9 

4 

11 

Ashton-under-Lyne  (B . )  . . 

17 

7 

3 

7 

Atherton  . 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

16  houses  reported  as 
unfit.  House  accom¬ 
modation  insufficient 

Audenshaw  . 

2 

2 

2 

Billinge . . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Dearth  of  house  ac¬ 
commodation 

Birkdale  . 

2 

2 

2 

Chadderton . 

•  • 

•  • 

Several 

Defective  old  property 
exists 

Chorley  (B.) . 

1 

1 

1 

42 

Church  . 

6 

1 

Clayton-le-Moors  . 

•  • 

•  « 

House  accommodation 
insufficient.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  old  dilapidated 
houses  exist 

Clitheroe  (B.) . 

•  « 

«  • 

1 

•  • 

169  back-to-back  and  68 
single  houses  exist 

No.  Of  Houses. 

DISTRICT. 

1 

Condemned. 

Closed. 

1 

[  Demolished. 

i 

Made 

Habitable. 

i 

Remarks. 

i 

Darwen  (B.) . 

8 

8 

8 

•  • 

Denton  . 

1 

4  • 

Bccles  (B.)  . 

5 

6 

•  • 

Fleetwood . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

House  accommodation 
insufficient 

Formby . 

10 

4 

6 

Haydock  . 

•  ^ 

•  • 

90  back-to-back  and  19 
single  houses  exist 

Hey  wood  (B.)  . 

*  * 

8 

•  • 

Hindley . 

•  • 

30 

Horwich  . . . 

4 

Ince-in-Makerfield . 

•  • 

•  • 

76 

16  cottages  converted 
into  through  houses 

Irlam . 

2 

Kearsley  . 

Several 

•  • 

•  • 

Lancaster  (B.) . 

•  • 

39 

Latliom  and  Burscough  . . 

2 

2 

Leyland . 

3 

,  * 

Several 

*  • 

Little  Crosby  . 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

Little  Lever . 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

Houses  in  Canal  Eoad 
in  very  insanitary 
state 

Little  Woolton  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Ceidain  houses  struc¬ 
turally  antiquated 

Middleton  (B.) . 

5 

1 

•  • 

4 

A  number  of  old  cot¬ 
tages  require  radical 
improvement 

Milnrow  . 

1 

25 

Padiham  . 

■■ 

9 

■■ 

A  number  of  cellar 
dwellings  and  back- 
to-back  houses  exist 

Prescot . 

3 

3 

1 

* 

Arrangements  made 
for  demolition  of  in¬ 
sanitary  area  at  back 
of  Hope  Street 

Prestwicli . 

8 

Badcliffe  . 

36 

14 

•  • 

•  • 

22  other  houses  closed 
voluntarily.  Scarcity 
of  artisan  dwellings. 

Bamsbottom  . 

•  • 

2 

•  » 

Bawtenstall  (B.) . 

•  « 

Number  of  back-to- 
back,  single,  and 
cellar  dwellings  de¬ 
creasing 

Turton  . 

8 

Tyldesley-with-Shakerley.. 

14 

1 

10 

3 

ITpbolland  . 

2 

Walton-le-Dale  . 

3 

1 

1 

Westhonghton . 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Wliitefield  . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Scarcity  of  dwellings 
for  working  classes 

Wbitwox’tb  . 

•  • 

1 

♦  • 

! 

DISTRICT. 

Condemned. 

1 

1 

Closed. 

o 

1 

Touses. 

ni 

'Vi 

O 

o 

p 

Made 

Habitable- 

* 

Remarks. 

* 

Bury  (R.) . 

4 

20 

Chorley  (R.) . 

3 

3 

«  • 

•  . 

Garstang  (R.)  . 

2 

•  • 

«  , 

1 

Leigh  (R.) . 

16 

15 

7 

9 

Limehtirst  (R.)  . 

8 

5 

3 

Sefton  (R.^  . 

1 

1 

6 

Warrington  (R.) . 

7 

•  • 

,  * 

7 

West  Lancashire  (R.)  .... 

1 

Whiston  (R.)  . 

26 

7 

13 

Urban  Districts . 

134 

77 

54 

252 

Rural  Districts  . 

64 

30 

15 

56 

Administrative  County, . 

198 

107 

69 

308 

Clitheroe  (B.) — It  is  stated  that  the  chief  drawback  in  the 
matter  of  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is  the 
large  number  of  back-to-back  houses  (169)  still  existing  ;  8 
were  converted  into  4  double  houses  during  1909.  Swinton  and 
Pendlebury. — Many  of  the  older  type  of  dwelling-houses — 
often  much  overcrowded,  damp,  and  uncleanly  in  their  interior 
arrangements — are  to  be  found  in  certain  wards  ...  in  these 
congested  areas,  often  associated  with  the  privy  midden 
arrangement,  a  greater  prevalance  of  infectious  disease  is  found 
to  exist.  Stretford. — A  further  instalment  of  22  houses 
are  in  course  of  erection  to  provide  accommodation  for 
those  now  residing  in  back-to-back  houses,  and  also  to  meet  a 
few  cases  of  overcrowding.  The  completion  of  this  instalment 
will  make  a  total  of  62  houses  erected  out  of  114  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Radcliffe. — No  new  houses  for 
the  poorer  classes — that  is,  houses  of  a  less  rental  than  the 
average  workmen’s  dwellings— -were  built  during  the  year, 
although  the  need  of  such  dwellings  became  more  marked 
owing  to  the  closing  of  14  houses,  and  the  voluntary  closure  of 
22  others.  Padiham. — Nine  dilapidated  houses  were  closed. 
In  the  older  part  of  the  district  the  streets  are  generally  narrow, 
and  there  are  also  a  number  of  dark  alleys,  cellar  dwellings, 
and  back-to-back  houses. 
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The  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909,  gives  most 
important  powers  and  duties  to  County  Councils  and  Urban 
and  Eural  District  Councils.  By  Section  1,  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  becomes  operative 
in  every  urban  and  rural  district  as  if  it  had  been  adopted. 
Under  certain  circumstances,  by  Section  10  (3),  the  Local 
Government  Board  may  authorise  a  County  Council  to  carry 
out  work  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  default  of  the 
District  Council. 

« 

Section  13  of  the  new  Act  enables  a  County  Council, 
where  they  are  of  opinion  that  for  any  reason  it  is  expedient  that 
they  should  exercise,  as  respects  any  rural  district  in  the  County, 
any  of  the  powers  of  a  local  authority  under  Part  III.  of  the 
principal  Act,  after  giving  notice  to  the  Council  of  the  district 
of  their  intention  to  do  so,  to  apply  to  the  Board  for  an  Order 
conferring  such  powers  on  them  (sub-section  1).  The  Board 
are  empowered,  upon  such  an  application  being  made  to  them, 
to  make  an  Order  conferring  upon  the  County  Council  as 
respects  the  rural  district  all  or  any  of  the  powers  of  a  local 
authority  under  Part  III.  of  the  principal  Act,  and  thereupon 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  relating  to  those  powers 
will  apply  as  if  the  County  Council  were  a  local  authority 
under  Part  III.  of  the  principal  Act.  The  expenses  incurred 
liy  the  County  Council  under  any  such  Order  are  to  be  defrayed 
as  expenses  for  general  county  purposes  (sub-section  2). 

Duties  of  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health. — 
Under  Section  68,  Part  III.  of  the  Act,  County  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  are,  for  the  first  time  since  their  appoint¬ 
ment,  given  defined  powers  and  such  duties  as  may  be  pres¬ 
cribed  by  general  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  by  the  County  Council. 

In  order  to  perform  his  duties  in  an  administrative  area, 
he  is  given  the  same  powers  of  entry  on  premises  as  are  con¬ 
ferred  on  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a  district  by  or  under 
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any  enactment.  The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the 
duties  now  prescribed  by  an  Order  of  tl^e  Local  Government 
Board,  in  pursuance  of  powers  given  to  them  by  Section 
68  (2) 

“  (1)  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  inform 
himself,  as  far  as  practicable,  respecting  all  influences  affecting 
or  threatening  to  affect  injuriously  the  public  health  in  the 
County,  and  for  that  purpose  to  visit  the  several  districts  in 
the  County. 

“  (2)  requires  him  to  report  on  the  isolation  hospital 
accommodation  of  the  County,  and  on  the  need  for  further 
accommodation. 

“  (3)  requires  him  to  communicate  to  the  district  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  any  information  he  may  possess  as  to  danger 
to  health  threatening  their  district. 

“  (4)  requires  him  to  consult  with  the  district  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  when  circumstances  render  this  desirable. 

“  (5)  relates  to  the  obtaining  of  information  from  the 
district  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  If  the  annual  or  special 
reports  of  district  Medical  Officers  do  not  contain  adequate 
information,  the  CountA^  Medical  Officer  shall  obtain  from  the 
district  Medical  Officer  such  further  information  as  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  may  demand. 

“  (6)  requires  him  to  make  special  reports  on  any  matter 
appertaining  to  his  duties  when  required. 

“  (7)  directs  him  to  make  an  annual  report  on  the  sani¬ 
tary  circumstances  and  administration  and  vital  statistics  of 
the  County,  and  defines  various  subjects  which  shall  be  dealt 
Avith  in  tliat  report,  including  a  digest  of  all  annual  and  special 
reports  made  by  district  Medical  Officers,  sections  as  to 
liospital  accommodation,  administration  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909,  AAaiter  supply,  pollution  of 
streams,  administration  of  the  MidAvwes  Act,  1902,  and  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1907.” 


J 
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As  suggested  by  the  Board,  it  need  hardly  be  pointed  out 
;i  that  “  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the  County  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  public  health,  co-operation  between  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  district  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  essential.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
^  will  look  to  the  district  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  detailed 
:  information  as  to  his  district,  and  for  assistance  in  his  visits  to 
1  the  district.  The  Board  have  no  doubt  that  this  information 
and  assistance  will  ])e  willingly  given  by  the  district  Medical 
1  Officer  of  Health,  and  also  that  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  will  be  glad  to  help  the  district  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  with  any  expert  or  special  knowledge  and  information 
iito  which  he  may  have  access.” 

Canal  Boats, — Under  the  Acts  applying  to  canal  boats 
1,286  inspections  have  been  made,  and  99  infringements  of  the 
:  regulations  observed.  Last  year  the  inspections  numbered 
1,236  and  the  infringements  78.  The  boats  examined  were 
3  most  numerous  in  Eccles  (B.)  63,  Heywood  (B.)  57,  Ince-in- 
iMakerfield  70,  Leigh  (B.)  118,  Widnes  (B.)  63,  Worsley  63,, 
..Lancaster  (E.)  61,  Leigh  (E.)  154,  and  West  Lancashire  (E.)  62. 

Slaughter-houses,  —  From  the  district  reports  these 
j premises  seem,  on  the  whole,  to  have  been  well  kept,  but  some 
Lare  old,  with  defective  floors,  &c.,  and  others  are  in  too  close 
j  proximity  to  dwelling-houses.  Public  abattoirs  have  been  pro- 
'  vided  at  Accrington  (B),  Chorley  (B.),  Clitheroe  (B.),  Colne  (B.), 
IDarwen  (B.),  Fleetwood,  Great  Harwood,  Lancaster  (B.), 
ILytham,  Newton-in-Makerfield,  Oswaldtwistle,  and  St.  Annes- 
.  on-the-Sea.  In  several  districts  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
9  advocate  the  provision  of  public  slaughter-houses  as  more 
.  conducive  to  cleanliness  and  efficiency  of  food  inspection. 

Clayton-le-Moors. — It  is  stated  that  “  a  few  of  the  milk 
|L  purveyors,  whose  farms  are  not  situated  within  the  district  of 
r  Clayton-le-Moors,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  bringing  meat  into 
1:  this  district,  and  hawking  the  same  to  their  milk  customers 
..  and  others.”  The  Inspector  proceeds  to  point  out  the  great 
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danger  underlying  this  practice,  as  the  meat  may  not  have  been 
inspected,  and  may  have  been  taken  from  animals  suffering 
from  contagious  or  other  diseases,  and  therefore  a  dangerous 
article  of  food. 

Earn  worth. —  One  prosecution  was  taken  with  regard  to 
unsound  food,  a  butcher  being  convicted  for  having  in  his 
possession,  and  exposing  for  sale,  the  carcase  of  a  cow  very 
much  affected  with  tuberculosis.  fine  of  £10  and  costs,  or 
two  months’  imprisonment,  was  imposed. 

Lancaster  (B.) — The  number  of  beasts  slaughtered  at  the 
abattoir  in  1909  was  2,600,  and  of  these,  27,  or  1-03  per  cent., 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Stretford. — An  outbreak  of  ptomaine  poisoning,  in  all  about 
20  cases,  occurred  in  the  Gorse  Hill  district  in  the  first  week 
of  September,  1909,  and  was  traced  to  a  piece  of  braized  beef, 
weighing  16  pounds,  supplied  by  a  wholesale  butcher,  and 
retailed  by  two  shopkeepers  in  this  district.  An  examination 
of  the  premises  where  the  meat  was  prepared,  together  with 
the  utensils,  was  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr. 
Heslop),  and  all  was  found  scrupulously  clean.  From  the  fact 
that  one  portion  of  the  piece  of  beef  had  caused  no  trouble, 
Dr.  Heslop  concludes  that  the  other  half  became  infected  on 
the  retail  premises — probably  by  flies.  No  deaths  resulted. 

Westhoughton. — In  July  the  Sanitary  Inspector  seized 
244  lbs.  of  unsound  strawberries  from  two  hawkers  in  the 
street ;  the  fruit  being  condemned  oy  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  a  Justice,  the  Council  ordered  a  prosecution,  and 
defendants  were  fined  £2  and  costs,  or  14  days. 

Preston  (E.). — Cases  of  food  poisoning,  supposed  to  be 
attributable  to  eating  cheese  made  at  a  farm  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Council,  occurred  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year.  Samples  of  the  suspected  food  were  submitted  1  y 
the  County  Council  to  Professor  Delepine,  whose  bacteriological 
examination  proved  negative.  The  cheesemaking  was  carried 
out  under  cleanly  conditions. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops.— Eegulations  under 
the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been  adopted 
in  107  urban  and  in  the  whole  of  the  rural  districts,  19  in 
number.  Five  districts  are  still  without  regulations,  viz., 
Barrowford,  Childwall,  Little  Crosby,  Orrell,  and  Skelmersdale. 
In  several  districts  although  regulations  are  adopted  it  is  stated 
that  thev  are  not  enforced.  Efforts  have  been  made  for  the 
first  time  to  obtain  particulars  respecting  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  but  the  information  is  not 
complete.  From  the  details  supplied  by  113  Authorities  it  appears 
’  that  there  are  registered  in  these  districts  3,900  cowkeepers  and 
1,510  dairymen  or  purveyors  of  milk.  Although  in  a  few  districts 
improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  condition  of  the  cow- 
'  sheds,  the  majority  continue  in  the  same  filthy,  dark,  and 
unventilated  state  they  have  been  in  for  many  years.  Too  little 
1  attention  is  paid  to  the  personal  cleanliness  of  those  engaged 
[  in  milking  operations,  or  in  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  kits  and 
1  other  utensils  ;  while  the  teats,  udder,  and  hind  quarter  of  the 
)  cow  are  often  covered  with  dirt,  which  is  easily  displaced  by 
{  milking  or  by  swinging  of  the  tail.  As  an  example  of  com- 
[  plaints  received,  Padiham  may  be  mentioned  ;  the  Medical 
I  Officer  of  Health  states  that  he  has  watched  the  process  of 
milking  when  the  air  of  the  shippon  has  been  foul- smelling  and 
dust-laden,  and  the  milkers  with  filthy  hands  have  added  their 
quota  to  the  milk  contamination. 

Ashton-under-Lyn''  (B.) — There  are  six  cowsheds  in  the 
Borough,  and  all  are  more  or  less  defective  as  regards  struc¬ 
ture,  air-space,  light,  ventilation,  and  drainage.  Other  defects 
are  want  of  cleanliness  generally  in  connection  with  the 
business.  With  regard  to  the  numerous  milkshops  the 
majority  of  these  are  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  ;  they  are  small 

shcns  where  all  sorts  of  mixed  goods  are  exposed  for  sale. 

7.‘ 

Heaton  Norris. — There  is  still  one  very  important  point 
which  apparently  receives  too  little  attention,  viz.,  the  con¬ 
dition  under  which  cows  are  kept  and  milked  as  bearing  on  the 

I' 

1, 
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cleanliness  of  the  milk.  The  proper  grooming  of  the  cattle,  the 
cleansing  of  the  udder  and  teats  of  the  cqw  and  the  hands  of 
the  milker  are  neglected. 

Ulverston  (E.). — The  condition  of  many  of  the  cowsheds 
is  anything  but  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  air-space,  lighting, 
and  cleanliness ;  this  is  a  distinct  menace  to  the  public  health, 
and,  in  the  long  run,  is  probably  prejudicial  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  farmer. 

Factories  and  Workshops, — Details  are  now  supplied 
by  the  various  districts  concerning  the  action  taken  in  respect 
of  factories  and  workshops.  The  information  received  relating 
to  inspections,  &c.,  is  given  in  the  Table  below  : — 


Factory  Inspection. 


( 

N 

0.  of  Defects. 

Total 
No.  of 
Work¬ 
shops  on 
Register. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices. 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

1 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
of 

Factories. 

Administrative 
County . 

15452 

633 

1 

1415 

1287 

20 

8506 

Urban  Districts 

14269 

604 

1 

1341 

1217 

18 

7850 

Rural  Districts. 

1183 

29 

•  • 

74 

70 

2 

656 

Bakehouses  reported  mostly  as  well  kept  ;  the  defects 
noted  were  mainly  of  a  minor  character,  such  as  want  of  lime¬ 
washing,  &c.  According  to  the  information  given  on  the 
special  form  relating  to  factories  and  workshops,  108  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Smoke  Nuisance, — According  to  the  reports,  smoke  obser¬ 
vations  were  taken  in  55  districts.  The  observations  numbered 
2,396,  against  2,762  last  year,  3,130  in  1907,  and  2,302  in  1906. 
Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  45  instances,  as  com-  j 
pared  with  41  in  1908,  47  in  1907,  and  38  in  1906.  Observations  , 
were  most  numerous  in  Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.)  207,  Chad-  j 
derton  106,  Church  70,  Darwen  (B.)  285,  Droylsden  219, 
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Failsworth  95,  Hurst  94,  Leigh  (B.)  85,  Middleton  (B.)  81, 
Padiham  72,  Badclifle  82,  Stretford  102,  Turton  71,  and  White- 
field  136.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  two  districts  the  time 
per  hour  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  is  15  minutes 
(x\therton  and  Horwich),  in  another  district  (Colne  B.)  14,  and 
in  several  districts  12,  this  length  of  time  being  much  in  excess 
of  the  average  allowance. 


DISTRICTS. 

No.  of 
Smoke 
Observa¬ 
tions. 

Time 
limit  per 
hour — 
Minutes. 

No.  of 
Legal 
Pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Result  of 

Legal  Proceedings 
or 

Remarks. 

i 

1 

Abram  . 

6 

«  • 

Accrington  (B.)  . 

8 

8 

«  • 

Asliton-under-Lyne  (B.)  .. 

207 

4 

2 

Orders  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained,  and  to  pa}' 
costs 

Atherton  . 

29 

15 

1 

Order  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained 

Auden  sb  aw . 

30 

8 

Bacup  (B.)  . 

3 

8 

Barrowford . 

20 

Birkdale  . 

4 

Carnforth . 

8 

■Chadderton . ' . 

106 

6  to  12* 

Chorley  (B.)  . . 

12 

10 

i 

Order  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained 

■Church  . 

70 

8 

•  • 

Clayton-le-Moors . 

12 

•  • 

Clitheroe  (B.) . 

Several 

•  • 

■Colne  (B.) . 

38 

14 

•  • 

■Crompton . 

49 

3  to  5 

1 

Order  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained,  and  to  pay 
costs 

Darwen  (B.) . 

285 

5  to  7* 

13 

Orders  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained  in  each  case ; 
in  8  cases  fines  in¬ 
flicted,  1  dismissed 

Denton  . 

13 

8 

«  « 

Droylsden . 

219 

10 

•  • 

Eccles  (B.)  . 

2 

6 

•  • 

Failsworth  . 

95 

2  to  4* 

1 

10s.  and  costs 

Farnworth  . 

17 

7i 

Fleetwood . 

17 

10 

•  « 

Golborne  . 

Taken 
on  2 
days 

•  * 

•  • 

Corton  . 

21 

8 

•  • 

Hey  wood  (B.)  . 

68 

10 

1 

Order  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained,  and  to  pay 
costs 

Horwich  . 

14 

15 

Hurst . 

94 

•  • 

Huy  ton-with-Roby . 

12 

3 

*  * 

Leigh  (B.) . 

85 

12 

4  * 

Levenshulme  . 

3 

6 

3 

1 
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DISTRICTS. 

(Continued.) 

No.  of 
Smoke 
Observa¬ 
tions. 

Time 
limit  per 
hour— 
Minutes. 

No.  of 
Legal 
ProJ 

ceedings. 

Result  of 

Legal  Proceedings 
or 

Remarks. 

Middleton  (B.). . . . . 

81 

10 

19 

Order  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained  in  each  case ; 
15  to  pay  fines  and 
costs  amounting  to 
i;T5  9s.  Od.,  4  to  pay 
costs,  103  16s.  Od. 

Milnrow  . 

12 

8 

Nelson  (B.)  . 

21 

10 

Oswaldtwistle . 

6 

8 

Padiham  . 

72 

10 

Prestwich  . . . 

16 

6 

Badclift'e  . 

82 

10 

Rawtenstall  (B.) . 

7 

8 

.. 

Royton  . 

43 

6  to  10* 

St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  _ 

9 

10 

•  • 

Stretford  . 

102 

4 

Swinton  and  Pendlebury  . . 

67 

5 

Tottington  . 

11 

12 

Turton  . 

71 

12 

Tyldesley-with-Shakerley . . 

21 

8 

Waterloo-witli-Seafortb  . . 

2 

4 

Whitetield . 

136 

10 

2 

Fine  of  £5  and  costs 
inflicted  in  each  case 

With  n  ell  . 

12 

3 

W  orsley . 

12 

7 

Barton-upon-Irwell  (R.)  .. . 

6 

Bnrnley  (R.)  . 

6 

Bnry  (R.) . 

20 

Fylde  (R.). . . . 

2 

,  , 

Limeliurst  (R.)  . 

33 

6  ‘  ‘ per 
boiler  ’’ 

i 

Order  to  abate  ob¬ 
tained 

Total  . 

2396 

45 

*  According  to  number  of  boilers. 


Scavenging  and  Refuse  Removal, — Medical  Officers  of 
Health  state  that  scavenging  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  in  122 
districts,  in  4  districts  it  is  said  to  he  “fair,”  viz.,  Ashton-in- 
Makerfield,  Rainford,  Ulverston  (R.),  and  West  Lancashire  (R.) 
— except  in  Aughton,  where  the  scavenging  performed  by  con¬ 
tract  gives  satisfaction,  and  in  5  districts  it  is  “  not  altogether 
satisfactory,”  viz.,  Childwall,  Little  Hulton,  Fylde  (R.)  (part), 
Whiston  (R.)  (part),  and  Wigan  (R.).  The  work  is  undertaken  by 
the  Authority  in  93  districts,  by  contract  in  24  districts,  partly 
by  the  Authority  and  partly  by  contract  in  12  districts, 
and  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses  in  2  districts. 
According  to  the  particulars  available,  changes  have  taken 
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.place  in  the  following  districts : — Kirkham,  Leigh  (B.)  (part), 
and  Risliton,  formerly  scavenged  by  contract  now  by  the 
..  Authority,  Clayton-le-Moors  now  entirely  by  the  Authority, 
‘  and  Formby  entirely  by  contract  in  place  of  partly  by  the 
I  Authority  and  partly  by  contract. 

Refuse  Destructors. — Refuse  destructors  liave  been  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Municipal  Authorities  of  Accrington,  Ashton- 
I  under-Lyne,  Chorley,  Colne,  Darwen,  Eccles,  Haslingden, 
Heywood,  Lancaster,  Leigh,  Middleton,  Morecaaube,  Nelson,  and 

■  Rawtenstall,  and  at  the  urban  districts  of  Atherton,  Farnworth, 
:  Fleetwood,  Gorton,  Levenshulme,  Lytham,  Padiham,  Prescot, 
'■  (small  furnace),  Radcliffe,  Royton,  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea,  and 

Stretford. 

At  Haslingden  (B.)  a  destructor  was  erected  during  1909; 
at  Droylsden  and  Ormskirk  destructors  are  in  course  of  erection ; 
and  at  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  a  tender  for  the  erection  of 
.  apparatus  has  been  accepted.  At  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  the 
:  present  destructor  is  too  small  and  the  question  of  extension  is 
'  receiving  attention ;  at  Prestwich  tlie  provision  of  a  destructor 
1  is  under  consideration. 

House  Drainage,  Sewerage,  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Each 
,  summary  contains  a  reference  to  the  method  of  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  in  the  district,  the  information  in  many  instances  being 
extracted  from  the  reports  of  the  Chief  Inspectors  of  tlie 
Mersey  and  Irwell  and  Ribble  Watershed  Committees.  Mr. 
Stowell,  in  a  report  presented  to  his  Committee  in  May,  1910, 

:  states  that  “  real  progress  has  been  made  in  the  direction  of 
greater  efficiency  in  sewage  purification.”  With  reference  to 
the  districts  within  the  Administrative  County  the  following 

■  statement  is  made  : — “  Mossley  have  completed  a  new  scheme 
-  of  filters  and  storm  tanks.  Chadderton  are  constructing  and 

making  good  progress  with  a  scheme  for  percolating  filters. 

'  Crompton  have  received  sanction  for  an  extensive  scheme  at 
li  their  New  Hey  sewage  works.  Droylsden  are  practically 
I]  reconstructing  tlieir  works.  Farnworth  have  completed  a  new 
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filtration  scheme  at  the  Hall  Lane  works.  Kearsley  are  com¬ 
pleting  the  new  Clammerclough  sewage  works,  and  have  laid 
a  scheme  before  the  Local  Government  Board  for  extensions 
to  their  main  outfall  works.  At  Littleborough  new  filters  have 
l)een  completed,  and  Norden  have  also  completed  the  remainder 
of  a  scheme  which  has  been  in  hand  for  some  considerable 
time.  Prestwich  are  constructing  new  percolating  beds  and 
storm-water  filters.  Padcliffe  liave  submitted  a  scheme  for 
extensions  to  their  filters  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Pv^amsbottom  have,  after  much  delay,  l^rought  their  percolating 
l:)eds,  with  certain  extensions,  into  use.  Whitefield  have  con¬ 
structed  percolating  filters,  and  further  extensions  will  shortly 
l^e  commenced.  The  Leigh  and  Atherton  Joint  Sewerage 
Board  have  commenced  work  on  a  large  scheme  for  extensions 
to  their  sewage  works.  A  new  sewer  and  sewage  disposal 
wmrks  for  the  districts  of  Ainsworth  and  Breightmet  have  been 
commenced  jointly  by  the  Bolton  Corporation  and  the  Bury 
Eural  District  Council.  New  sewage  works  have  been  con¬ 
structed  or  put  into  operation  at  Dicconson  Lane  for  the 
Westhoughton  Urban  District  Council,  and  at  Unsworth, 
Bamford,  and  Black  Lane  for  the  Bury  Bural  District  Council.” 

In  the  area  under  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  Eibble  Watershed 
Committee  many  alterations  and  extensions  are  being  carried 
out,  the  following  being  extracted  from  Mr.  Halli well’s  report : — 
Clitheroe  (B.),  application  to  borrow  £6,500  for  extensions  to 
include  percolating  filters,  before  Local  Government  Board. 
Barrowford,  six  septic  tanks,  &c.,  completed.  Nelson  (B.), 
application  forwarded  to  Local  Government  Board  for  loan  of 
£15,000  for  new  sewer  and  completion  of  works.  Padiham, 
scheme  prepared  for  additional  tanks  and  contact  beds ; 
estimated  cost,  £4,300.  Oswaldtwistle,  three  sprinkler  filters 
in  construction.  Burnley  (E.),  £1,000  to  be  spent  on  improve¬ 
ment  of  Sabden  works.  Withnell,  new^  scheme,  to  cost  £3,000, 
before  Local  Government  Board.  Preston  (E.),  application 
made  to  borrow^  £2,158  to  complete  sclieme  for  Penwortham. 
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Longridge,  new  precipitation  and  detritus  tank  and  six  sludge 
lagoons  constructed.  Standish-witli-Langtree,  scheme  in  hand 
for  new  sewers  and  sewage  works ;  application  made  for  sanction 
to  loan  of  £4,300.  Chorley  (B.),  new  main  sewer  completed; 
storm  tanks  provided  at  outfall  works,  and  scheme  for  eight 
new  filters  accepted  by  Council. 

In  the  districts  outside  the  Watershed  areas  mentioned, 
progress  has  also  been  made,  for  instance :  — Haydock, 
new  works  at  Double  Locks  and  Blackbrook  completed. 
Prescot,  new  works  on  hydrolitic  system  nearly  completed  at 
a  cost  of  £6,000.  Garstang  (B.),  small  sewerage  scheme  for 
Hambleton  completed.  iVshton-in-Makerfield,  comprehensive 
scheme  under  consideration. 

Drain  testing  has  been  carried  out  in  the  following  dis¬ 
tricts ; — -Bispham-with-Norbreck ;  Eccles  (B.),  number  of 
drains  uncovered  for  examination  83,  drains  tested  by  smoke  or 
water  on  1,133  occasions  ;  Great  Crosby,  drains  tested  with 
smoke  numbered  313  ;  Stretford,  examinations  of  house  drains 
resulted  in  149  defects  being  found  out  of  370  drains  tested 
(old  property),  and  475  defects  out  of  1,057  drains  tested  (new 
property),  whilst  of  1056  sanitary  fittings  examined  in  new 
property,  no  less  than  303,  or  28  per  cent.,  were  not  satis¬ 
factory  ;  Turton,  smoke  test  applied  to  441  drains ;  Waterloo- 
v.uth-Seaforth,  the  smoke  test  was  applied  436  times  to  house 
and  school  drains,  and  flushing  of  drains  has  been  extensively 
carried  out,  over  three  million  gallons  of  water  being  used 
for  this  purpose ;  Levenshulme,  smoke  test  applied  on  187 
occasions  ;  and  Fylde  (B.)  94  smoke  tests  made.  Similar  work  is 
carried  out  at  Haydock,  IJlverston,  &c.  In  many  districts 
periodical  sewer-flushing  takes  place  with  satisfactory  results, 
and  the  ventilation  of  sewers  receives  a  good  deal  of  attention 
from  local  Authorities. 

Water  Supply. — Particulars  are  given  in  each  summary 
as  to  the  district  water  supply.  Improvements  are  being 
carried  out  in  this  direction  throughout  the  County,  and  in 
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comparatively  few  districts — where  isolated  groups  of  houses 
exist — the  water  is  obtained  from  surfac,e  wells  or  streams 
liable  to  pollution.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Abram 
and  Leigh  (B.)  suggest  the  possibility  of  the  soft  water  supplied 
in  their  districts  from  Eivington  acting  on  the  lead  service 
pipes.  In  the  latter  district  cases  of  lead  poisoning  have 
occurred  among  persons  who  were  not  exposed  by  their  occupa¬ 
tion  to  lead  contamination  ;  almost  all  the  samples  of  tap  water 
analysed  showed  the  presence  of  lead  in  varying  quantities, 
^‘from  a  trace  to  definitely  dangerous  proportions.”  The  water 
in  the  main  was  found  to  be  perfectly  pure,  but,  like  most 
moorland  waters,  markedly  plumbo-solvent. 

Mossley  (B.). — The  greater  part  of  the  town  is  supplied 
from  Swineshaw  reservoir,  where  the  water  is  continuously 
treated  with  whiting  to  counteract  its  plumbo-solvency. 

Lancaster  (B.). — Br.  Parker  regrets  that  “  the  scheme  for 
providing  Silverdale  with  a  good  and  wholesome  sup23ly  of 
water,  although  seemingly  at  one  time  likely  to  succeed,  has 
followed  its  predecessors  into  limbo.” 

Clitheroe  (B.). — In  most  localities  public  supplies  of  good 
quality  are  available.  Chipping  and  Wiswell  are  exceptions. 
In  regard  to  the  former  township  the  inhabitants,  on  the 
ground  of  expense,  rejected  a  scheme  by  which  a  good  supply 
would  be  obtained,  preferring  to  continue  drinking  water  liaffile 
to  serious  contamination.  Another  scheme  is,  however,  being 
prepared.  As  regards  Wiswell  there  is  a  scheme  in  hand  to 
supply  this  village  with  water  gathered  from  Wiswell  Moor. 
In  Worston  a  new  main  has  been  laid  through  the  village. 

Garstang  (B.). — Pilling  still  remains  very  badly  off  with 
respect  to  water,  all  attempts  to  provide  a  supply  at  a  reasonable 
cost  having  failed.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  Hambleton 
and  Stalmine  are  now  supplied  with  good  water  from  the  Fylde 
Water  Board. 
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Preston  (E.). — An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with 
the  Preston  Corporation  for  a  supply  of  water  to  Eibchester 
and  other  townships  from  the  Crawshaw  reservoirs.  Dr.  C. 
J.  Trimble  fears  that  nothing  will  come  of  the  request  made 
to  the  Eural  District  Council  by  the  Woodplumpton  Parish 
.Council  for  a  proper  water  supply  to  the  district,  owing  to 
excessive  cost. 

From  the  following  townships  complaints  are  made 
:  respecting  unsatisfactory  supplies :  — Burnley  (E.) — N ewchurch- 
lin-Pendle;  Lunesdale  (E.) — Leek  and  Cowan  Bridge,  and 
:  Arkholme  ;  Ulverston  (E.)— Backbarrow  in  Colton. 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904, — Little  action  has  been  required 
i under  this  Act  during  the  year.  Applications  for  Closing 
I  Orders  from  the  hairdressers  of  Horwich,  and  the  l)utchers  of 
"Tyldesley-with-Shakerley,  were  considered,  but  the  Public 
]  Health  Committee  did  not  accede  thereto,  having  in  mind 
Lthe  fact  that  the  Home  Secretarv  had  announced  his  intention 

\j 

of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Acts.  Tlie 
‘  hairdressers  of  Tyldesley-with-Shakerley  applied  for  the  revo¬ 
cation  of  the  existing  Order  applying  to  their  shops,  and 
the  substitution  of  a  new  Order,  but  a  decision  thereon 
wvas  deferred.  Certain  of  the  hardware  dealers  of  Eishton 
ii applied  for  the  revocation  of  the  Order  applying  to  their  shops, 
:but  on  the  terms  of  the  Order  being  explained  the  application 
vwas  withdrawn. 

Three  offences  against  Orders  in  operation  were  reported 
t  during  the  year  ;  in  two  instances  (Ashton-in-Makerfield  and 
.  Oswaldtwistle)  the  explanations  offered  were  accepted,  and  in 
the  remaining  case  (Oswaldtwistle)  legal  proceedings  were 
i  instituted  and  a  fine  of  5s.  and  costs  was  inflicted. 

Midwives  Act,  1902. — During  the  year  the  names  of  68 
'midwives — the  same  number  as  in  1908 — have  been  added  to 
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the  County  Eegister.  A  number  of  midwives  have  given  notice 
that  they  have  permanently  ceased  to  practice  owing  chiefly 
to  ill-health  and  old  age,  and  a  few  have  removed  to  places 
outside  the  County  area ;  these  changes,  together  with  the 
deaths,  &c.,  left  on  the  County  Eegister,  on  the  31st  December, 
1909,  958  midwives,  whose  qualifications  were  as  under : — 

Obstetrical  Societv  of  London  ...  ...  ...  71 

Coombe  Lying-in  Hospital  and  Guinness’s  Dis-  ■, 

pensary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eotunda  Hospital,  Dublin  ...  ...  ...  1 

Liverpool  Ladies’  Charity  and  Lying-in  Hospital.  37  | 

St.  Mary’s  Hospitals,  Manchester  ...  ...  59 

Certificate  (by  Examination)  of  Central  Mid-  j 

wives  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83  > 

In  bona-fide  practice,  July,  1901  ...  ...  ...  705  ; 

_  i 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  958  } 

Of  the  above  number  844  gave  notice,  in  compliance  with  f 
Section  10  of  the  Act,  that  they  were  practising  within  the  h 
Administrative  County,  and  114  intimated  that  they  had  | 

temporarily  ceased  to  act  as  midwives. 

p 

>,. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  in  accordance  with  Section  8  (5)  I 
of  the  Act,  the  Central  Midwives  Board  were  supplied  with  a 
list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  the  women  who,  during 
the  preceding  year,  had  apprised  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  (in  writing)  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the 
County  area. 

A  current  copy  of  the  Eoll  of  Midwives  (as  required  by 
Section  8  (5) )  is  kept  in  the  County  Health  Department, 

“  accessible  at  all  reasonable  times  for  public  inspection.” 

Medical  Help  Eecords,  &c. — The  following  statement 
shows  the  number  of  notifications  received  from  midwives 
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;  under  the  Eules  of  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board,  Section  E 


(18),  during  the  year  1909,  and  the  four  preceding  years  : — 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Eecords  of  sending  for 

medical  help  . 

1644 

1543 

1009 

875 

428 

Still-births  . 

Not  differentiated 

'^617 

2) 

ml-  657 
1) 

2421559 

i) 

482 

238 

Deaths  of  mother  or 

child  before  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  a  medical 
practitioner . ciSr’' 

59 

7^  84 

57 

78 

6(i  J 

(>)  90 

14)' 

The  increase  year  by  year  in  the  number  of  Eecords 
•  received  is  doubtless  to  a  large  extent  due  to  the  increased 
'  efficiency  of  inspection,  and  to  the  midwives  realising  more 
(■  fully  their  obligations  in  this  respect. 

The  following  tabular  statement  analyses  the  causes  for 
■  which  midwuves  liad  occasion  to  advise,  under  Eules  18  and  19, 

I 

during  the  year  under  report,  that  medical  assistance  be 
I  obtained : — 


Quarter  ended. 

Year. 

Mar. 

31. 

June 

30. 

Sept. 

30. 

Dec. 

31. 

Pregnancy. 

Abortion,  miscarriages . 

13 

8 

16 

17 

54 

Deformed  pelvis . 

,  * 

•  • 

Loss  of  blood  . 

1 

1 

Other  abnormalities  or  complications. . . . 

.  3 

3 

6 

Labour. 

Unusual  presentations . 

47 

49 

48 

61 

205 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  . 

& 

6 

6 

5 

25 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  . 

10 

11 

5 

6 

32 

Retained  placenta  or  membranes . 

18 

6 

13 

18 

55 

Adherent  placenta . 

12 

20 

13 

19 

64 

Ruptured  perinaeum . 

32 

47 

46 

34 

159 

Obstructed  labour,  uterine  inertia,  or 

requiring  instrumental  assistance  . . 

139 

160 

170 

149 

618 

Convulsions . 

3 

4 

2 

4 

13 

Premature  labour  . 

15 

16 

12 

3 

46 

Other  complications . 

24 

13 

11 

5 

53 
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(yiarter  ended. 

Year. 

Mar. 

31. 

June 

80. 

Sep. 

30. 

Dec. 

31. 

Jjying-in. 

Abdominal  swellings . 

•  • 

2 

2 

.  . 

4 

Offensive  lochia . 

1 

«  . 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

Rigor  . 

1 

1 

«  . 

1 

3 

Rise  of  temperature  above  100’4°  F . 

23 

20 

14 

10 

67 

Unusual  swelling  of  breasts  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  * 

2 

Secondary  post-partum  hsemorrbage  .... 

.  • 

1 

•  . 

•  • 

1 

White  leg . 

•  • 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Unsatisfactory  progress  or  other  com- 

plications . 

4 

15 

25 

17 

61 

Newly  Born  Child. 

Injuries  received  during  birth  . 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Malformations  or  deformities . 

9 

2 

2 

8 

21 

Dangerous  feebleness  . 

24 

20 

10 

34 

88 

Inflammation  of  eyes  or  eyelids  . 

2 

3 

6 

7 

18 

Serious  skin  eruptions . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Inflammation  about  the  imibilicus . 

^  , 

,  . 

,  . 

Other  complications . 

14 

9 

4 

13 

Total . 

399 

421 

412 

412 

1644 

Changes  of  Name  and  Addeess,  &c. — According  to  Sec¬ 
tion  8  (6)  of  the  Act,  the  Central  Midwives  Board  is  kept 
acquainted  with  changes  of  name  or  address,  and  deaths  of 
midwives,  so  that  the  necessary  alterations  may  be  made  in 
the  Official  Boll.  The  following  changes  have  been  notified  ; — 


1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Changes  of  Address  . 

.  164 

255 

166 

172 

153 

,,  ,,  Name  . 

11 

7 

13 

1 

O 

Deaths  of  Midwives  . 

20 

25 

15 

19 

16 

Births  attended  by  Midwives.  —  Enquiries  have 
again  been  made  as  to  the  number  of  births  attended 
by  midwives,  and  it  appears  from  the  information  col¬ 
lected  by  the  Inspectors  that  768  of  the  women  on  the 
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County  Begister  acted  as  midwives  during  the  year  1909, 
and  they  attended  22,249  births,  or  an  average  of  28  per 
midwife,  representing  over  51  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in 
the  County.  In  1908,  771  midwives  acted  at  23,038 
births— an  average  of  29  each— and  in  1907  the  practising 
midwives  attended  21,583  births — an  average  of  26  each.  In 
the  year  under  report  109  midwives  attended  less  than  five 
cases  each,  90  five  and  under  ten,  197  ten  and  under  twenty- 
five,  140  twenty-five  and  under  fifty,  84  fifty  and  under 
seventy-five,  26  seventy-five  and  under  one  hundred,  and  38 
one  hundred  and  upwards.  These  totals  do  not  include  the 
cases  attended  by  midwives  residing  and  practising  in  County 
Boroughs,  who  also  practice  in  the  area  of  the  Administrative 
County. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Manv  of  the  district  Medical  Officers 

%j 

of  Health  now  communicate  with  me  when  they  become  aware 
that  a  case  of  puerperal  fever  has  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a 
midwife,  and  the  midwives  themselves  in  most  cases  acquaint 
me  immediately  the  case  is  diagnosed.  From  these  sources, 
and  from  the  Medical  Officers’  monthly  returns,  140  cases 
came  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year,  62  of  which  had 
;  a  fatal  termination ;  four  of  the  deaths  which  were  registered 
as  due  to  puerperal  fever  had  not  been  notified  as  such,  there¬ 
fore  the  cases  really  numbered  144.  The  attack  rate  per  1,000 
births  was  3-24,  and  the  case  mortality  43-0  per  cent.  In  1908 
the  cases  notified  amounted  to  138,  and  the  deaths  58,  giving 
I  a  case  mortality  of  42-0  per  cent.,  and  the  attack  rate  per 
1,000  births  was  3-07.  In  1907  there  were  147  cases  and  67 
I  deaths,  and  in  1906  116  cases  and  52  deaths.  Seventy  of  the 
:  cases  occurring  during  1909  were  among  patients  attended  at 
child-birth  solely  by  certified  midwives,  and  26  died,  equal  to 
.  a  case  mortality  of  37T  per  cent. ;  20  cases  with  8  deaths — 
j  mortality  '"40  per  cent. — -occurred  where  midwives  were  acting 
.  as  nurses  under  the  supervision  of  medical  practitioners,  and 


*  These  cases  inchided  a  number  where  the  midwife  had  called  in  medical 
assistance  before  the  labour  on  account  of  some  abnormality. 
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in  the  remaining  54  cases  with  28  deaths — mortality  51'8  per 
cent. — no  midwives  were  in  attendance.  As  in  previous  years, 
every  case  of  puerperal  fever  in  which  a  midwife  was  concerned 
was  carefully  investigated  by  the  Inspector’s  of  Midwives,  with 
tlie  result  that  in  40  instances  it  was  found  that  certain  of  the 
Eules  of  tlie  Central  Midwives  Board  had  not  been  complied 
with,  or  that  the  midwife  liad  been  guilty  of  carelessness  or 
negligence,  the  offences  being  mostly  failure  or  undue  delay  in 
advising  that  medical  assistance  he  obtained,  omission  to  take 
tlie  temperature,  or  delay  or  failure  to  forward  to  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  a  copy  of  the  record  of  sending  for 
medical  help.  The  Midwives  Act  Committee  considered  the 
circumstances  of  each  case,  and  found  in  one  instance 
Jade  evidence  of  negligence,  and  the  midwife  concerned  (S.  B.) 
was  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  under  Section  8 
(2)  of  the  Act,  and  subsequently  her  name  was  struck  off  the 
Eoll,  and  her  certificate  cancelled.  In  5  instances  midwives 
were  severely  censured,  32  cautioned,  and  in  2  no  action  was 
needed. 

Charges  of  Negligence. — In  addition  to  the  above,  22 
charges  of  negligence  or  malpractice  on  the  part  of  midwives  were 
considered  by  the  Midwives  Act  Committee,  the  offences  consist¬ 
ing  of  delay  in  advising  medical  assistance  in  cases  of  ruptured 
perinseum,  inflammation  of  babies’  eyes,  &c. ;  failure  to  advise 
medical  help  in  case  of  abortion,  omission  to  notify  death,  failing 
to  daily  visit  patient  and  inaccuracy  in  register,  laying  out  the 
dead,  employing  an  uncertified  woman  as  a  substitute,  refusal 
to  obtain  bag  of  appliances  and  prescribed  forms  coupled  with 
unsatisfactory  conduct,  and  drunkenness.  The  two  last- 
mentioned  offences  were  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  who  removed  the  names  of  the  midwives  implicated 
(S.  A.  M.  and  M.  B.)  from  the  Eoll ;  in  1  instance  the  County 
Midwives  Act  Committee  severely  censured  the  midwife,  17 
midwives  were  cautioned,  in  1  case  no  action  was  needed,  and, 
as  regards  tlie  remaining  case,  legal  proceedings  were  in¬ 
stituted —  in  1910 — against  (M.B.)  for  using  the  title  of  midwife 
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after  she  had  been  struck  off  the  Roll.  One  hundred  and 
sixty  otlier  midwives  were  cautioned  for  non-compliance  with 
Section  10  of  the  x4ct. 

References  in  District  Reports. — Reference  is  made 
in  some  of  the  district  health  reports  to  the  operation  of 
the  Midwives  Act.  Dr.  Mayes,  Adlington,  remarks  —  “  That 
the  administration  of  the  Act  has  had  some  share  in 
reducing  the  infant  mortality  by  helping  to  teach  common- 
sense  methods  of  rearing  infants.”  Dr.  Marsh,  Atherton, 
reports  —  “Considerable  improvement  has  been  observed 
in  the  treatment  of  lying-in  women  by  the  midwives 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Act.  They  are  more  cleanly 
in  their  habits  and  clothing,  and  take  greater  precaution  against 
infection.”  Dr.  Chronnell,  Hindley,  says  —  “  Midwives, 
generally,  continue  the  improved  methods  of  work.”  Dr. 
Pickford,  Little  Lever,  states — “  The  Midwives  Act  continues 
to  work  very  well,  and  the  midwives  have  performed  their 
duties  most  satisfactorily.”  Dr.  Helm,  Rawtenstall  (B.),  com¬ 
menting  on  the  reduced  infantile  death-rate,  says — “  It  may  be 
that  the  Midwives  Act  of  1902,  by  removing  from  practice 
the  unskilled,  and  providing  for  the  supervision  of  the  remainder 
of  the  midwives,  has  resulted  in  more  intelligent  treatment  of 
new-born  babies.” 

Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Midwives  (Miss  Wright 
and  Miss  Ashton) : — 

“  A  higher  standard  of  work  has  been  attained,  and  the 
majority  of  the  midwives  now  more  clearly  realise  their 
responsibilities  towards  their  patients.  Most  of  the  women 
understand  how  essential  scrupulous  cleanliness  is  in  their 
work ;  the  fact  that  midwives,  as  a  rule,  now  insist  on  their 
patients  providing  themselves  with  proper  and  sufficient 
changes  of  clothing,  &c.,  must  have  a  beneficial  influence  on 
the  personal  habits  of  some  of  the  people.  As  might  be 
expected,  among  nearly  a  thousand  midwives,  a  number 
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perform  their  work  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  and  it  seems 
hopeless,  in  these  instances,  to  expect  much  improvement. 

“  The  Kules  are  more  strictly  adhered  to ;  greater  ac¬ 
curacy  is  shown  in  recording  cases  iri  the  registers ;  and 
records  are  more  regularly  forwarded  to  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority. 

“  Such  occurrences  as  ruptured  peringeum,  miscarriages, 
rise  of  temperature  with  quickened  pulse,  &c.,  are  looked  upon 
in  a  more  serious  light  than  formerly,  and  the  midwives  advise 
a  doctor  being  sent  for ;  but,  as  regards  miscarriages,  the 
patients  themselves  often  refuse  to  have  medical  assistance. 

“  The  necessity  of  proper  care  of  the  eyes  of  new-born 
babies  is  better  understood ;  and,  as  a  rule,  medical  aid  is 
souglit  whenever  there  is  any  inflammation. 

“  Laying  out  the  dead  by  certified  midwives  has  prac¬ 
tically  ceased.” 

Table  B,  appended,  gives  particulars  obtained  by  the 
Inspectors  as  to  the  equipment  and  efficiency  of  the  midwives 
on  the  register  on  December  31st,  1909. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — The  following  is  extracted 
from  the  Annual  Eeport  of  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  who  acted 
during  1909  as  Public  Analyst  for  the  Administrative  County, 
on  the  proceedings  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
and  Alargarine  Acts  : — 

“  During  the  year,  3.450  samples  have  been  analysed, 
including  3,102  by  County  officers  and  348  by  Inspectors  for 
Local  Authorities  and  private  purchasers.  Of  these,  155  were 
found  to  be  offences. 

“  Tliey  are  classified  as  follows  : — - 
1308  samples  of  Alilk  . of  which  96  were  offences. 


2 


Cream  . . . 
Butter  ... 
Cheese  ... 


2 

8 

0 


696 

23 


5  5 


Table  B. 


PARTICULARS  AS  TO  EQUIPMENT  AND  EFFICIENCY  OF  MIUWIVES  AT  THE  END  OF  1909. 


j 

! 

Midwives. 

I 

(EQUIKKMENTS. 

Condition  as  to 
Cleanliness. 

Education. 

Ability  to 

1 

Number  of  Midwives  provided  with 

— 

Total  No.  on  Register. 

No.  Practising. 

No.  not  practising  or 
without  cases  in  1909. 

Washing 

Dresses 

and 

Aprons. 

Bag  of  Appliances. 

Forms. 

Case  Books. 

Read 

Thermo¬ 

meter. 

Take 

Pulse. 

Pass 

Catheter. 

Fully  equipped. 

Partially 

equipped. 

How  kept. 

Yes. 

Medical  help 

only. 

6 

Yes. 

6 

iz; 

How  kept. 

Person. 

Home. 

Yes. 

o 

Well. 

Moderate.  I 

Bad. 

Moderate. 

Bad. 

Not  at  all. 

1  Clean. 

1 

1 

Fair. 

Dirty. 

Clean. 

Fair. 

Dirty. 

i  Good. 

1 

Fair. 

Poor. 

Illiterate. 

1  Yes. 

1 

6 

Izi 

(D 

w 

O 

d 

Midwives  residing  in 

the  Administrative 

1  831 

684 

147 

684 

... 

565 

112 

7 

533 

137 

7 

626 

54 

4 

681 

3 

570 

97 

13 

1 

564 

109 

11 

588 

87 

9 

308 

69 

90 

217 

588 

96 

393 

291 

248 

436 

County 

Midwives  residing  in  ad- 

\ 

joining  Counties  and 

• 

in  County  Boroughs, 

1  127 

1 

84 

43 

84 

... 

77 

7 

... 

73 

11 

... 

72 

12 

... 

84 

... 

76 

8 

... 

... 

79 

5 

80 

4 

... 

64 

3 

7 

10 

80 

4 

66 

18 

62 

22 

but  practising  in 

County  Area 

/ 

Total 

958 

768 

190 

768 

... 

642 

119 

7 

606 

1 

148 

7 

698 

66 

4 

765 

3 

646 

105 

13 

1 

643 

114 

668 

91 

9 

372 

72 

97 

227 

668 

100 

459 

309 

310 

458 
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198  samples  of  Margarine  ...of  which  25  were  offences. 

284  ,,  Lard  .  ,,  0  ,, 

14  ,,  Bread  &  Flour..  ,,  0  ,, 

202  ,,  Tea,  Coffee,  and 


Cocoa...  ...  ,,  7 

37  ,,  Sugar,  Confec¬ 

tionery,  Jam, 
and  Marma¬ 
lade  .  ,,  0 


165 

Pepper  . 

0 

15 

?  5 

Wine,  Beer,  and 
Stout ...  ... 

„  0 

351 

1  ? 

Spirits  . 

„  13 

12 

5? 

Drugs  . 

0 

143 

5  5 

Other  articles.. 

„  1 

1) 


3450  Samples  analysed 


155  were  offences. 


“  The  proportion  of  offences  to  total  samples  is  4-49  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  5T3  per  cent,  in  1908. 

“A  tabular  statement  of  the  prosecutions  in  the  respective 
divisions  is  appended.  (Table  C.) 

“  Out  of  the  3,102  samples  submitted  by  the  County 
Officers,  135  Avere  found  to  be  offences.  The  total  number  of 
prosecutions  by  the  Police  was  70,  with  59  convictions. 

“  Out  of  the  348  samples  submitted  by  Local  Authorities, 
;20  were  offences ;  10  prosecutions  have  been  reported,  with 
8  convictions. 

“  The  penalties  varied  from  Is.  to  £5.  The  average  penalty 
was  £1  Is.  10'2d. 

“  Convictions  were  obtained  in  23  c  ses  of  milk.  .  .  . 

Of  these  4  were  deficient  in  fat,  15  contained  added  water,  2 
were  offences  in  both  these  respects,  1  contained  formaldehyde, 
and  1  contained  both  added  water  and  borates,  besides  being 
deficient  in  fat. 

I 


i 
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“  Following  the  discovery  of  paraffin  in  lard  in  1908,  a  large 
number  of  margarine  samples  have  been  found  adulterated 
with  mineral  oil  or  vaseline.  Nearly  all  the  cases  have  been 
traced  to  one  firm  of  manufacturers.  ’ 

“  Since  the  stock  of  margarine  containing  from  3  to  5  per 
cent,  of  vaseline  was  withdrawn  from  sale  in  consequence  of 
prosecutions,  a  considerable  number  of  samples  has  been  found 
with  under  1  per  cent,  of  the  same  adulterant.  The  inference 
suggested  is  obvious.” 


Table  C. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  THE  ADMINISTKATIVE  COUNTY  UNDER  THE 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  DURING  1909. 


Police 

Division. 

Total 

Samples. 

1  No.  of 
i  Offences 

1 

No.  of 
Prose¬ 
cutions. 

i 

1  No.  of 
j  Con¬ 
victions. 

1 

Result  of  Prosecutions. 

Penalties. 

Costs. 

North  Lonsdale 

89 

1 

1 

1 

I  One  wi 

thdrawn  along  with  Wigan  warranty  case 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

South  Lonsdale 

70 

... 

1 

1 

Pined  10s.  and  costs  . 

0 

10 

0 

1 

19 

3 

Garslang 

61 

... 

1 

>  •  .  .  . 

Kirkham 

85 

... 

•  •  . 

1 

*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Lower  Blackburn  ... 

96 

i 

1 

1 

Case  not  heard  until  14th  January,  1910  . 

Higher  Blackburn  ... 

193 

1 

3 

:  2 

One  fined  £3,  one  20s.  and  costs,  one  dismissed  on  production  of 

' 

wai 

ranty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

Rossendale  ... 

109 

... 

3 

1 

One  fined  20s.  and  costs,  two  dismissed — one  on  warranty,  and  one 

under  Clause  16  on  doubt  whether  article  was  offered  for  sale...y 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

10 

Church 

108 

... 

2 

2 

One  fined  £3,  one  20s.  and  costs  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

4 

0 

0 

2 

7 

6 

Leyland  . 

110  ^ 

... 

... 

•  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Bolton 

213 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

Fined  6d.  and  costs  . 

0 

0 

6 

1 

6 

0 

Bury  ... 

183 

... 

2 

2 

One  fined  10s.  and  costs,  and  one  costs  only  ... 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

10 

Rochdale  . 

259 

... 

21 

21 

One  fined  £2,  two  21s.,  nine  20s.,  one  10s.,  four  5s.,  and  one  Is.  and  costs. 

throe  costs  only  . 

14 

13 

0 

34 

15 

4 

Ashton-under-Lyne... 

168 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Manchester  ... 

381 

... 

7 

5 

One  fined  £2,  one  20s.,  one  10s.,  one  5s.  and  costs,  one  costs  only,  two 

dismissed — one  produced  warranty 

3 

15 

0 

r- 

< 

11 

1 

Seafortli 

100 

... 

9 

8 

Two  fined  £5,  two  £2,  three  10s.,  one  2s.  6d.  and  costs,  one  under 

common  law  for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences  ... 

15 

12 

6 

n 

12  11^ 

Ormskirk 

108 

... 

7 

7 

One  fined  £3,  one  £2,  one  20s.,  two  lOs.,  one  Is.  and  costs,  one  costs  only. 

7 

1 

0 

12 

19 

9 

Prescot 

77 

... 

3 

3  1 

One  fined  £5,  one  £3  and  costs,  one  costs  only 

8 

0 

0 

4 

10 

2 

Widnes 

90 

... 

•  •  •  •  • 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Warrington  ... 

207 

1 

1 

To  pay 

Costs  •••  •••  •••  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  * 

1 

4 

5 

Wigan 

224 

.  .  . 

6 

3 

One  fined  20s.,  one  lOs.  and  costs,  one  costs  only,  one  dismissed  because 

“  no 

t  a  bad  case,”  one  dismissed  on  production  of  warranty,  one 

1 

case 

of  false  warranty  withdrawn,  along  with  case  in  N.L.D.  on 

payment  of  costs  . 

1 

10 

0 

19 

8 

0 

Inspector  Parkinson.. 

170 

... 

2 

2  , 

One  fined  20s.,  one  10s.  and  costs  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

10 

0 

1 

17 

2 

(to  June) 

i 

County  Medical 

Officer 

1 

.  .  • 

... 

1 

Total  ... 

•3102 

135 

70 

1 

59 

1 

! 

• 

62 

2 

0 

103 

9 

3^ 

*  In  addition,  348  were  sent  by  Insp^fcors  of  District  Councils  and  private  purchasers ;  total,  3,450. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  REPORTS 


RECEIVED  FROM 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 


URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCILS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Abram. — (Area  in  acres,  1,984  ;  Estimated  Population, 
7,200). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Andrew  0.  Bentham, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

29T 

16-3 

T52 

0-41 

4-30 

133 

1908  . 

3T6 

12-6 

111 

0-41 

2-64 

105 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

36-8 

18-9 

3-53 

0-69 

4-31 

182 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

~2-5 

+3-7- 

-fO-41 

nil. 

+T66 

+28 

Ten  Years''  Average. 

—7-7 

—2-6 

—201  - 

-0-28 

—001 

49 

Increase  in  death-rate,  as  compared  with  last  year,  due 
mainly  to  fatalities  attending  explosion  at  one  of  the  collieries. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  20  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  53,  enteric 
fever  4  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  9,  puerperal  fever  2  (both  fatal). 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  7,  diarrhoea  1. 
Prevalence  of  whooping  cough  necessitated  school  closure 
in  the  first  quarter,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  year  similar 
action  taken  owing  to  outbreak  of  measles. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — For  small-pox,  iron  building, 
4  beds  ;  for  other  diseases,  hospital  with  8  beds.  Cases 
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treated  :  diphtheria  4,  scarlet  fever  45,  enteric  fever  3 
(2  deaths).  Combined  under  County  Council  Order  with 
12  other  districts  for  provision  of  a  small-pox  hospital. 

Disinfection. — Manlove’s  appliances  at  hospital  ;  858 

articles  disinfected.  Five  schools  and  74  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  reservoir  of  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  at  Rivington.  Several  samples  of  water  drawn 
from  taps  showed  traces  of  lead,  and  the  attention  of  the 
Corporation  was  dra^vn  thereto. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  triple  contact  beds, 
storm  filters,  and  land. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  carried  out,  two-thirds  by 
Council,  remainder  by  contract. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  schools  have  unpaved  play¬ 
grounds.  Improvements  effected  as  regards  draining, 
ventilating,  and  lighting  at  certain  cowsheds.  Bye-laws  apply¬ 
ing  to  private  slaughter-houses  adopted.  Canal  boats  in¬ 
spected  48,  seven  infringements  of  Act  noted.  Although  1,129 
privy  middens  exist  only  8  conversions  took  place.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Roby)  served  98  notices  ;  nuisances  abated 
335.  Smoke  observations  6. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Cleansing  bed  of  Borsdane 
ments  during  1909.  Brook ;  nine  inch  sewer  laid 

at  Bamfurlong ;  back  yards 
flagged. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  privy  middens  ; 

improved  method  of  scaveng¬ 
ing  ;  prevention  of  flooding 
of  Common  Road  and  Hough¬ 
ton  Cote  Road. 
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u  Accrington  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  3,427  ;  Estimated 
Population,  46,500). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Arthur 
Greenhalgh,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics 


I  Birth¬ 

rate. 

:  1909  .  20-3 

!  1908  .  22  0 

I  Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  22-7 

i'  Increase  or  Decrease 
I  on — 

Previous  Year . — 1-7 


1  Ten  Years’’  Average. — 2-4 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

14-6 

0-68 

0-73 

2-94 

123 

14-3 

1-91 

0-78 

2-45 

137 

14-5 

1-52 

0-96 

2-80 

140 

-fO-3 

—1-23  - 

-0-05 

+0-49 

—14 

+01 

—0-84  - 

-0-23 

+0-14 

—17 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted; 
)  application  was  made,  but  refused  by  the  Local  Govern- 
i  ment  Board,  on  the  ground  that  no  health  visitor  was 
!■  employed.  More  than  a  quarter  of  the  deaths  of  children 
!  under  one  year  of  age  were  due  to  premature  birth  or  congeni¬ 
tal  defects. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
•  membranous  croup  24  (7  deaths),  scarlet  fever  180,  enteric 
fever  15  (8  deaths),  erysipelas  30  (3  deaths),  puerperal  fever 
"  7  (6  deaths).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles 
i  5,  whooping  cough  8,  diarrhoea  4.  A  supply  of  anti-diph- 
1  theritic  serum  is  kept  at  the  police  office  for  the  convenience 
(  of  medical  practitioners.  The  case  mortality  from  enteric 
I  fever  is  excessive  and  suggests  the  necessity  of  providing 
1  means  for  hospital  treatment.  The  epidemic  of  scarlet 
i  fever  continued  from  last  year,  but  no  death  was 
'  registered.  “  Hospital  isolation  is  not  practised  in  the 
i  Borough  ”  ;  at  times  great  difficulty  is  found  in  procuring 
even  a  reasonable  attempt  at  isolation. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — For  small-pox  24  beds  avail¬ 
able,  but  no  provision  for  other  diseases. 

Disinfection. — Goddard,  Massey,  ^  Warner’s  steam 
apparatus  provided  at  the  Hyndburn  Road  depot ;  1,942 

articles  disinfected,  and  344  rooms  and  3  schools  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Dean  Clough,  Mitchell’s, 
and  Burnley  Road  reservoirs  of  the  Accrington  and  District 
Water  Board  ;  in  addition,  a  copious  supply  is  available 
from  a  deep  well  at  Alt  ham. 

Sewage  treated  at  the  Accrington  and  Church  joint 
works  in  open  septic  tanks,  sprinkler  filters,  and  sedimentation 
tanks.  Scheme  for  extensions  prepared. 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 
Refuse  destructor  provided. 

Sa,nito.ry  Inspection. — ^^Slaughter-houses,  public  abattoirs, 
and  markets  under  constant  supervision  ;  over  6,000  lbs. 
unsound  food  destroyed.  The  effect  of  the  dairy  and  cow¬ 
shed  regulations  has  been  to  produce  a  great  improvement 
in  many  of  the  cowsheds.”  With  the  vieAV  of  impressing  upon 
farmers  the  importance  of  regularly  limeAvashing  the  shippons 
a  case  was  brought  before  the  Magistrates,  and  a  fine  of 
2s.  6d.  and  costs  was  inflicted.  Several  improvements 
effected  at  factories  and  workshops  as  regards  closet  accommo¬ 
dation,  cleairsing  and  limewashing,  ventilation,  extra  exits 
in  case  of  fire,  &c.  Pail  closets  converted  to  Abater  closets 
numbered  158 ;  only  20  privy  middens  exist,  but  there  are 
1,663  pail  closets.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Diggle)  served  421 
notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  777.  Smoke  observations  8. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital ;  appointment 

of  health  visitor ;  attention 
to  smoke  nuisance. 
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Adlington. — .(Area  in  acres,  1,062  ;  Estimated  Population, 
4,970). — Medical  Office}'  of  Health,  F.  J.  A.  Mayes, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  27*1 

12*8 

1908  . 

.  26*5 

11*6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  27*8 

13*5 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 4-0*6  4-1 '2 

Ten  Years’’  Average  — 0*7  — 0*7 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


nil. 

1*20 

2*41 

51 

0*40 

0*40 

2*65 

76 

1*62 

0*46 

2*50 

135 

0*40 

4-0*80  - 

0*24  - 

-25 

—1*62 

4-0*74  - 

-0*09  - 

-84 

Per  1,000  OP  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Thirty-nine  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  amongst 
persons  aged  65  years  and  upwards. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  17,  scarlet  fever  6,  erysipelas  1.  Deaths 
from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  nil.  Practically  all  the 
diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  the  lower  part  of  the  village, 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  near  presence  of  the 
Authority’s  refuse  heap  is  a  source  of  danger. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  Heath  Charnock 
jointly  with  Chorley,  &c.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  9, 
scarlet  fever  3.  For  the  isolation  of  small-pox  cases  the 
Hospital  Board  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Blackburn 
Corporation. 

Disinfection. — ^No  proper  appliances. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Blackrod. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  precipitation,  filtration,  and  irriga¬ 
tion.  Storm- water  beds  provided. 
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Scavenging  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Cowsheds,  with  two  exceptions, 
satisfactory.  One  underground  bakehouse  still  in  use. 
Twenty-four  nrivy  middens  were  converted  to  the  water- 
closet  system.  The  Inspector  served  32  notices  for  nuisance 
abatement. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Conversion  of  privy  middens. 


Ailerton.  —  (Area  in  acres,  1,589;  Estimated  Population, 
1,226). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  Stuart  Pethick, 
M.A.,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 

Pate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births 


1909  22-0  5-7  0-81  nil.  nil.  37 

1908  15-5  6-5  1-63  0-81  P63  105 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  21-8  8-2  0-61  0  08  P36  73 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year  . +6-5  —0-8  —0-82  —0-81  — P63  —68 


Ten  Years'  Average.  +0'2  — 2-5  -fO-20  — 0  08  — 1-36  — 36 


Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Pespira 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. — ^Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  5  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  1,  enteric  fever  1. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases :  nil.  Three  of  the 
diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  one  house ;  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  attributes  the  cause  to  the  “  antique  character 
of  the  drainage  system.” 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Two  beds — one  for  small-pox 
— ^retained  at  the  Whiston  sanatorium.  Cases  treated  : 
diphtheria  2  (1  fatal),  scarlet  fever  1,  enteric  fever  1. 
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Disinfection. — Portable  dry  heat  apparatus  (Fraser’s) 
belonging  to  the  Much  Woolton  Council  available.  Three 
houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Liverpool  mains  at  Garston. 
Main  outfall  sewer  enlarged. 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Regulations  with  respect  to  dairies, 
(Cowsheds,  and  milkshops  have  been  adopted,  and  came  into 
operation  on  April  1st,  1910.  Only  2  notices  required  for  the 
E abatement  of  nuisances. 


^Ashton-in-Makerfield. — (Area  in  acres,  6,251  ;  Estimated 
Population,  21,791). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Nathan 
Hannah,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Wital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per  1,000  OE  POPULATION. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

11909  . 

32-5 

15-5  2-52 

0-68 

3*44 

132 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

33-6 

151  1-89 

0-69 

2-26 

143 

1899-1908  . 

37-3 

16-6  2-82 

0-74 

303 

169q 

Increase  or  Decrease 

•t  on — 

t^  Previous  Year . 

— M 

+0-4  -fO-63  - 

-001 

+1T8 

—11 

\Ten  Years^  Average. 

— 4-8 

—IT  —0-30  - 

-006 

+0-41 

—37 

Reference  is  made  to  the  value  in  “  infant  life  saving  ” 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  coupled  with  the 
vork  performed  by  the  health  visitor. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
nembranous  croup  74  (7  deaths),  scarlet  fever  153  (7  deaths), 


10 


enteric  fever  27  (1  death),  erysipelas  19  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  4.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  29, 
whooping  cough  5,  diarrhoea  6.  There  was  a  marked  pre¬ 
valence  of  scarlet  fever,  from  September  ,to  November,  mostly 
in  Central  and  West  Wards.  Diphtheria  was  most  in  evidence 
during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  and  measles  prevailed 
epidemically  in  the  first  six  months,  so  much  so  that  the 
whole  of  the  schools  in  turn  had  to  be  closed.  The  death- 
rate  from  measles  alone  equalled  T32  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  hospital  at  Long  Lane 
has  31  beds,  and  the  small-pox  hospital  at  Edge  Green  con¬ 
tains  8  beds.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  55  (3  deaths), 
scarlet  fever  106  (7  deaths),  enteric  fever  25  (1  death).  One 
death  took  place  in  hospital  from  measles.  Combined  under 
County  Council  Order  with  12  other  districts  for  provision 
of  a  small-pox  hospital. 

Disinfection. — Goddard,  Massey,  and  Warner’s  steam 
apparatus  at  the  hospital  used  for  the  disinfection  of  1,730 
articles  ;  rooms  fumigated  numbered  252. 

Water  Supply  obtained  partly  from  the  Liverpool  Cor¬ 
poration  and  partly  from  Council’s  own  reservoir. 

Sewage  is  treated  at  6  outfall  works,  viz.  :  Gars- 
wood  (Victoria  Road),  Downall  Green  (Lower  Bank),  and 
Edge  Green  (No.  1)  on  the  bacterial  system  ;  Brynn  Gates 
by  bacteria  beds  and  broad  irrigation  ;  and  at  Pewfall 
and  Edge  Green  (No.  2),  by  broad  irrigation.  Considerable 
and  serious  difficulties  are  continally  arising  through  sagging 
and  dislocations  taking  place,  owing  to  subsidences  over 
colliery  workings.  The  gross  pollution  of  Millingford  Brook  con¬ 
tinues,  but  the  Council  are  considering  a  comprehensive  scheme 
of  sewage  disposal  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  obviate  further 


nuisance. 
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Scavenging  “  fairly  satisfactory,”  carried  out  by  the 
Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Much  good  has  been  done  during  the 
year  with  regard  to  ill-conditioned  and  bad  property.  Nine 
houses  were  condemned,  4  closed,  and  11  demolished. 
Dairies  and  cowsheds,  with  few  exceptions,  are  in  satisfactory 
condition.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  cowsheds  have  been 
rebuilt  or  altered  so  as  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 
Factories  received  146  visits  of  inspection.  Sixteen  privies 
were  converted  to  pail  closets  ;  322  remain  in  existence,  and 
there  are  3,329  pail  closets.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Gamble) 
served  182  notices  and  secured  the  abatement  of  169 
nuisances.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  instance. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Demolition  of  old  cottages, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Repairs  to  defective  property  ; 

paving  of  streets  ;  privy  con¬ 
version  ;  provision  of  public 
abattoir,  and  refuse  destructor. 


Ashton-under-Lyne  (Borough).  —  (Area  in  acres,  1,346  ; 
Estimated  Population,  46,225). — Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  John  W.  Talent,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £300. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

23T 

18-0 

1908  . 

26-7 

19T 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

26-5 

18-9 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—3-6 

—IT 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—3-4 

—0-9 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


P64 

1-68 

3-78 

164 

1-74 

P48 

3-47 

183 

1-91 

P46 

3-71 

177 

— OTO 

-fO-20 

+0-31  - 

-19 

—0-27 

+0-22 

+0-07  - 

-13 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


During  the  year  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  came 
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into  operation  “  with  very  satisfactory  results.”  Seventy- 
nine  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  were  visited  by  the  health 
visitors,  and  interesting  statistics  are  given  in  the  report 
as  to  infant  feeding,  and  the  time  mothers  returned  to  work 
after  confinement.  A  day  nursery  has  been  established. 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  Cases  notified:  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  30  (14  deaths),  scarlet  fever  261  (12 
deaths),  enteric  fever  54  (7  deaths),  erysipelas  38  (2  deaths), 
puerperal  fever  5  (4  deaths).  Deaths  from  non -notifiable 
diseases  :  measles  25,  whooping  cough  8,  diarrhoea  10.  The 
diphtheria  cases  occurred  chiefly  in  two  small  epidemics  at 
the  east  end  of  the  town.  The  Council  decided  to  supply, 
free  of  charge,  anti- toxin  for  cases  of  diphtheria  '‘when  the 
patients  are  unable  to  pay.”  Again  scarlet  fever  largely 
prevailed,  the  attack-rate  being  5-6  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  and  the  case  mortality  4-5  per  cent.  The  consumption 
of  mussels  was  in  several  instances  thought  to  be  the  cause 
of  enteric  fever.  Samples  were  forwarded  to  Prof.  Delepine, 
who  reported  that  B.  Coli  was  found  in  one- thousandth  part 
of  a  mussel  in  two  samples,  and  in  one-hundredth  part  in  one 
sample.  An  arrangement  was  made  during  the  year  by 
Avhich  school  teachers  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  any  cases  of  measles,  mumps,  chicken-pox,  and  whooping 
cough  coming  to  their  knowledge,  and  this  has  already  been 
found  of  considerable  service. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Borough  hospital  con¬ 
tains  16  beds,  and  the  joint  small-pox  hospital  at  Hartshead 
12  beds.  Cases  treated :  scarlet  fever  40  (2  deaths),  enteric 
fever  2.  In  addition,  2  scarlet  fever  and  2  enteric  fever  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Oldham  Corporation  hospital. 

Disinfection. — Thresh’s  steam  disinfector  at  one  hospital, 
and  Mason’s  apparatus  at  the  other.  Houses  fumigated  327. 
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Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  joint  waterworks. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks,  double  con¬ 
tact  beds,  and  storm- water  filters.  Twenty-eight  contact 
1  beds  had  filtering  medium  renewed  and  aerating  tiles  provided,. 
I  in  lieu  of  old  drain  pipes. 

Scavenging,  performed  by  the  Authority,  is  reported 
as  satisfactory.  Refuse  destructor  in  operation. 


Sanitary  Inspection. — Seventeen  insanitary  houses  con- 
l  demned  and  closed,  3  demolished,  and  7  made  habitable. 
Many  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  “  far  from  fulfilling  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  bye-laws.” 
In  consequence  of  a  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
I  on  these  premises  the  Council  resolved  that  the  necessary 
1:  steps  be  taken  for  the  adoption  of  the  model  bye-laws.  Three 
j  unsound  carcases  of  animals  were  seized  and  destroyed, 
j  Lodging-houses  are  much  improved,  but  several  “  houses 
;llet  in  lodgings”  said  to  be  unsuitable  for  their  purpose. 
(Vans  used  as  dwellings — 147  in  number  — regularly 
(D  inspected,  and  185  visits  paid  to  factories  and  workshops. 
!'The  6  cowsheds  are  “  more  or  less  defective  as  regards  struc- 
|lture,  air-space,  light,  ventilation,  and  drainage,”  and  the 
1  majority  of  the  milkshops  not  satisfactory.  The  Inspector 
I  (Mr.  Morris)  reports  on  2,631  nuisances  dealt  with  ;  notices 
i-  served  numbered  666.  Only  30  privy  middens  remain,  127 
being  converted  to  water  closets  during  the  year.  Smoke 
observations  207,  the  average  amount  of  black  smoke  emitted 
2  minutes  16  seconds  ;  in  2  instances  legal  proceedings  were 
successfully  taken. 


.‘Sanitary  requirements. 


Further  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  disease  other  than 
small-pox  ;  steam  disinfector. 
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Aspull. — (Area  in  acres,  1,906  ;  Census  Population,  8,388). — 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  L.  Cooke,  L.R.C.P.  ;  Salary, 


£35. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 


1909  360  18  1  2-62  0  59  512  162 

1908  35-5  17-5  2  50  047  5  48  137 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  35-2  18  6  313  0  56  4  56  164 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . H-0'5  -1-0-6  -f6’12  +0’12  — 036  +25 


Ten  Years’’  Average.  +0*8  — 0'5  — 0’51  +0’03  +0'56  — 2 


Birth¬ 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  15  (3  deaths), ^scarlet  fever  38  (3  deaths), 
enteric  fever  13,  erysipelas  7,  puerperal  fever  3.  Deaths 
from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  3,  diarrhoea  13.  To 
combat  the  spread  of  measles,  schools  were  closed  in  June 
and  September,  and  this  action  had  a  wholesome  effect  in 
checking  the  disease. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  —  By  arrangement,  Wigan 
Corporation  hospital  available.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet 
fever  3,  enteric  fever  3.  Combined  under  County  Council 
Order  with  12  other  districts  for  provision  of  a  small-pox 
hospital. 

Disinfection. — Apparatus  at  Wigan  sanatorium  said  to 
be  available.  TwenW-nine  houses  and  4  schools  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Bolton. 

Sewage. — Sewers  connected  to  the  Wigan  mains. 

Scavenging  performed  b}^  contract  ;  reported  as 
satisfactory. 
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Sanitary  Inspection, — Dairies  and  cowsheds  undergoing 

■  improvement,  but  very  slowly.  One  farm  partly  re-built 
.  and  re-arranged.  Thirty-eight  visits  paid  to  factories  and 
’  workshops.  Although  943  privy  middens  exist  no  conver- 

■  sions  took  place  during  the  year.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Gibson) 
served  79  notices. 


*  Atherton. — (Area  in  acres,  2,265  ;  Estimated  Population, 
18,900). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Marsh,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £80. 


1  Vital  Statistics. 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deat}is 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


i  1909  29-7  12-5  1  00  0  89  2-48  97 

J  1908  28-6  13T  3  06  1  05  1  48  131 

Mean  of  10  years 

j  1899-1908  .  32-4  16-4  3-58  T03  2-89  165 

1 

I'  Increase  or  Decrease 
j  on — 

[■  Previous  Year . +11  — 0  6  — 2  06  — 0T6  +T00  — 34 


!  Ten  Years^  Average. — 2*7  — 3’9  — 2-58  — 0T4  — 0’41  — 68 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  in  operation. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
;  membranous  croup  7,  scarlet  fever  79  (2  deaths),  enteric 
fever  10  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  29,  puerperal  fever  2.  Deaths 
from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  6,  whooping  cough  5, 

'  diarrhoea  4.  During  a  slight  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  at 
Howe  Bridge  5  children  were  found  attending  school  in  the  des- 
!'  quamating  stage  ;  the  parents  were  subsequently  admonished 
:  by  the  Council.  Dr.  Marsh  again  advocates  the  compulsory 
!i  notification  of  whooping  cough  and  phthisis.  “  Voluntary  ” 
i  notification  of  the  latter  disease  has  proved  a  failure. 


Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Birth-  Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate.  rate. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  for  all  purposes  provided  at 
Astley  jointly  with  Leigh,  &c.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever 
18  (1  death),  enteric  fever  3  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Mason’s  apparatus  ’  at  the  gas  works. 
Rooms  fumigated,  121. 

Water  Supply  derived  from  Manchester  and  Bolton. 
A  portion  of  the  supply  from  the  former,  obtained 
through  Tyldesley,  was  for  a  time  the  subject  of  complaint. 
Prompt  action  brought  about  a  better  state  of  affairs,  but 
the  supply  is  still  occasionally  unsatisfactory. 

Sewage  treated  by  the  Leigh  and  Atherton  Joint  Board. 
Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  land,  with  small  area  of 
single  contact  beds.  A  large  scheme  for  extensions  commenced. 

Scavenging  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Authority’s 
workmen.  Refuse  destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection. —  House  accommodation  is  in¬ 
sufficient,  and  this  leads  to  overcrowding.  Many  houses 
occupied  which  are  unfit  for  habitation.  Cowsheds  improv¬ 
ing  as  regards  ventilation,  lighting,  &c.,  but  certain  of  the 
farms  obtain  water  from  doubtful  sources.  For  exposing 
for  sale  fish  unfit  for  food,  a  dealer  was  fined  £5  and  costs  or 
six  weeks  hard  labour.  Privy  middens  gradually  being 
abolished  ;  42  converted  during  the  year.  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Jepson)  secured  the  abatement  of  602  nuisances,  but 
only  14  notices  required.  Twenty-nine  smoke  observations 
taken,  1  followed  by  legal  proceedings. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Erection  of  public  baths  at  Howe 
ment.  Bridge. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Further  privy  conversion ; 

paving  of  back  streets,  pass¬ 
ages,  and  yards  ;  better 
water  supply  for  part  of 
district. 


U- Audenshaw. — (Area  in  acres,  1,241  ;  Estimated  Population, 
7,834). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  W.  Allkin,  M.B.  ; 


Salary,  £40  (no  claim). 
Wital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

(31909  23*7 

(O908  24-3 

uMean  of  10  years 

I  1899-1908  .  24'8 

^nlncrease  or  Decrease 
^  on — 

fiPrevious  Year . — O' 6 


([Ten  Years'  Average. — PI 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

13-2 

204 

0-76 

1-91 

145 

14-5 

1-29 

P29 

2-71 

185 

14*7 

P77 

0-89 

2-63 

145 

-P3 

+0-75 

0-53 

0-80 

—40 

-P5 

+0-27 

013 

—0-72 

nil. 

;  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends  the  adoption 
l(of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
jjl health  visitor,  feeling  sure  that  “if  this  were  done  the 

|ji number  of  deaths  of  infants  would  be  further  reduced.” 

I 

^  Infectious  Discuses. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1,  scarlet 

i fever  48,  enteric  fever  7  (2  deaths),  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal). 
_  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  14.  The  latter 
Ell  disease  prevailed  epidemically  during  the  early  months  of 
ilthe  year.  The  schools  were  not  closed,  firstly,  on  account 
jiof  the  majority  of  the  children  having  already  had  the 
[( disease  in  the  epidemic  of  two  years  ago,  and  secondly,  when 

I I  the  schools  were  visited  a  large  proportion  of  susceptible 
c  children  had  already  contracted  the  disease  or  been  exposed 
H  to  the  infection.  The  difficulty  experienced  in  dealing  with 
p  this  disease  is  increased  because  parents  often  look  upon  it 
i'  so  lightly,  and  very  seldom  call  in  the  services  of  medical 
\i  men;  in  11  of  the  deaths  complications,  such  as  bronchitis, 
j.  and  broncho-pneumonia,  supervened. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — Two  beds  retained  at  the 
Hyde  Corporation  hospital.  Cases  treated  :  enteric  fever  2. 
Provision  for  small-pox  at  Hartshead  jointly  with  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  &c.  ’ 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Negotiations  in  progress 
with  a  neighbouring  Authority  for  the  use  of  their  appliances. 

Water  Supply  from  Ashton-under-Lyne,  &c.,  joint  water¬ 
works. 

Sewage. — Part  of  the  sewage  dealt  with  by  the  Man¬ 
chester  Corporation,  and  part  by  the  Stalybridge  and  Dukin- 
field  Joint  Sewerage  Board. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  performed  by  contract. 
Nothing  has  yet  been  done  as  regards  the  provision  of  a 
refuse  destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  insanitary  houses  demolished. 

There  are  1,000  privy  middens  in  the  district,  but  conversions 

are  at  a  standstill.  This  fact  is  owing  to  negotiations  with 

the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  the  adoption  of  certain 

clauses  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 

whereby  a  certain  amount  of  relief  may  be  allowed  to  property 

owners  for  conversions  to  the  waste  water  svstem.  As 

%/ 

these  ^vere  not  successful  the  Water  Board  have  been 
approached  with  a  view  to  reduction  of  water  charges.  The 
Council,  however,  feel  their  responsibility  in  this  matter,  and 
a  great  number  of  notices  have  been  served  on  property 
owmers  to  convert  forthwith.  Notices  served  163,  nuisances 
abated  235,  smoke  observations  30. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Steam  disinfector ;  abolition 

of  privy  middens. 
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Bacup  (Borough). —  (Area  in  acres,  6,120  ;  Estimated 
Population,  24,600). — Medical  Of[icer  of  Health,  John 
Brown,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £150. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  19-4 

1908  .  21-8 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  22-7 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2*4 


Ten  Years’’  Average. — 3'3 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

15-7 

113 

0-56 

2-76 

133 

15-2 

0-52 

0-93 

2-56 

104 

16-6 

T35 

0-89 

3*56 

135 

+0-5 

-fO-61  - 

-0-37 

+0-20 

+29 

—0-9 

—0-22  - 

-0-33 

—0-80 

—2 

The  death-rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  equalled 
352  per  1,000  births. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  7  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  58  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  45  (5  deaths),  erysipelas  26  (2  deaths),  puerperal 
fever  2  (1  death),  chicken-pox  (notifiable  since  July,  1903)  86. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  14,  whooping 
cough  1,  diarrhoea  3.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  an 
outbreak  of  enteric  fever  occurred,  the  most  serious  for  thirty 
years.  The  water — a  private  supply — was  suspected,  and  steps 
were  at  once  taken  to  provide  the  affected  neighbourhood 
with  town’s  water.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  confirmed  the  suspicions,  the  Bacillus  Coli  being  present. 
Inspection  of  the  gathering  ground  revealed  ample  evidence 
of  the  probability  of  sewage  pollution  from  a  farm.  Shortly 
before  the  outbreak  the  farmer  had  died,  the  cause  of  death 
being  certified  as  gastro-enteritis,  and  later  the  daughter 
contracted  enteric  fever.  School  closure  was  found 
necessary  to  stay  the  spread  of  measles,  which  continued 
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in  epidemic  form  from  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  year. 
The  Council  offered  to  disinfect  after  phthisis,  but  in  only  1 
case  was  the  offer  accepted. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — No  provision  for  ordinary 
infectious  diseases.  For  small-pox  the  joint  hospital  at 
Sourhall  (Todmorden) — 32  beds — is  available. 

Disinfection. — So  far  no  proper  apparatus.  The  Mayor 
has  offered  to  provide  at  his  own  expense  steam  disinfecting 
appliances.  Rooms  fumigated  189. 

Water  Supply. — The  Corporation  supply  about  2,700 
houses.  There  are  a  large  number  of  private  supplies, 
“  many  of  which  are  known  to  be  polluted  by  surface  wash¬ 
ings  after  the  fields  have  been  manured.” 

Sewage  treated  at  the  Haslingden,  Rawtenstall,  and  Bacup 
outfall  works  by  precipitation,  continuous  filtration  and  land. 
Extensions  to  continuous  filters  in  progress. 

Scavenging  ''  on  the  whole  well  done  ”  by  the  Council’s 
employees.  The  method  of  refuse  disposal — on  tips — is 
not  satisfactory,  and  Dr.  Brown  urges  the  provision  of  a 
destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  closet  accommodation  at  certain 
schools  has  been  improved  by  the  conversion  of  pail  closets 
to  the  water-carriage  system.  Slaughter-houses  satisfactorily 
conducted,  but  some  are  in  congested  areas,  and  not  struc¬ 
turally  adapted  for  their  purpose.  “  Very  much  remains 
to  be  done  before  the  cowsheds  are  in  a  good  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  ”  ;  many  are  dark  and  badly  ventilated.  The  In¬ 
spector  (Mr.  Barnes)  rej)orts  notices  served  573,  nuisances 
abated  590,  smoke  observations  3. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Water  mains  extended  to  out- 
ments.  lying  districts  ;  Rockcliffe 

and  Sandfield  districts 
sewered. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Public  abattoir ;  refuse  de¬ 

structor. 
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Barrowford. — (Area  in  acres,  1,385  ;  Estimated  Population, 
5,700). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  E.  de  Beeho  Pim, 
L.R.C.P.I.  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


1909  . 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 


Birth¬ 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

2P9 

9-4 

0-35 

24- 1 

13-6 

109 

23-9 

13-2 

P50 

— 2-2  —4-2  —0-74 


Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-52 

1-57 

112 

nil. 

218 

157 

0*71 

2-85 

140 

+0-52 

0-61 

45 

0T9 

—1-28 

—28 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 2-0 


-3-8  —115 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  2, 

scarlet  fever  19,  enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  3.  Deaths  from 
non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  1,  whooping  cough  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Nelson  Corporation 
hospital  available  for  small-pox,  and  Burnley  joint  sanatorium 
for  other  diseases.  Only  1  case  treated,  viz.,  scarlet  fever. 

Disinfection. — Arrangement  with  Nelson  for  use  of  steam 
apparatus  ‘‘  when  occasion  requires.” 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Nelson. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  (a)  continuous  precipitation  and 
irrigation  ;  (5)  open  septic,  contact,  and  irrigation.  Extensive 
alterations  at  the  sewage  works  approaching  completion. 

Scavenging  performed  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Dairies  weU  kept  and  cowsheds 
clean,  but  the  latter  are  short  of  air  space,  light,  and  ventila¬ 
tion.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  urges  the  adoption 
of  regulations  relating  to  these  premises.  Sanitary  work 
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accomplished  : — notices  served  10,  nuisances  remedied  24, 
visits  to  factories  56,  canal  boats  examined  10,  smoke  obser¬ 
vations  20. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  New  outfall  works  ;  extension 
ments.  of  sewers  ;  paving  of  streets. 


Billinge. — (Area  m  acres,  4,596 ;  Estimated  Population, 
4,650). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Richard  0.  Mather, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per 


Birth. 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  29-8 

120 

1908  . 

.  310 

17-3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  30- 1 

15*6 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1’2  — 5' 3 

Ten  Years'"  Average. — 0*3  — 3*6 


1,000  OP  Population, 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,00C 
Births. 

0-21 

0-43 

1*72 

100 

0-43 

065 

2-39 

146 

1*59 

0'61 

2-95 

151 

—0-22 

—0-22 

—0-67 

46 

—1-38 

— 018 

—1-23 

—51 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  22, 
enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  2  (1  death),  puerperal  fever  1 
(fatal).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Cottage  at  Bro widow — 4  beds 
— reserved  for  small-pox.  Combined  under  County  Council 
Order,  with  12  neighbouring  districts,  for  provision  of  a  small¬ 
pox  hospital. 

Disinfection.— lAo  proper  apparatus. 

Water  Supply. — New  water  scheme  in  progress.  Mains 
extended  in  several  parts  of  the  district. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  continuous  settlement  and  irri¬ 
gation.  Scheme  of  sewage  treatment  for  Gantley  Lane 
under  consideration. 
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Scavenging  undertaken  by  the  Authority  ;  a  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  refuse,  as  the  farmers  do  not 
now  appear  anxious  to  cart  it  away  for  manurial  purposes. 

Sanitary  iThspection. — At  Chapel  End  there  is  a  dearth 
of  house  accommodation  for  the  artisan  class,  and  consequently 
many  insanitary  houses  are  occupied.  Some  of  the  older 
cowsheds  are  defective  as  regards  lighting  and  ventilation, 
and  one  slaughter-house  is  not  satisfactory  on  account  of 
its  close  proximity  to  dwellings.  Although  570  privy  middens 
exist,  no  conversions  took  place.  The  Inspector  served  30 
notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Greater  cleanliness  at  the  farms  ; 
ments.  paving  of  yards. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Better  house  accommodation 

for  the  working  classes  ;  im¬ 
proved  system  of  removal  of 
house  refuse ;  privy  conver¬ 
sion. 


Birkdale. — (Area  in  acres,  4,316  ;  Estimated  Population, 
20,500). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  V.  Wheeler, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £85. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth. 

rate. 

1909  . .  16*0 

1908  .  15-5 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  19-3 


Increase  or  Decrease 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births 

10-9 

0-63 

0-58 

1-80 

96 

11-5 

0-70 

0-55 

TOO 

112 

13-6 

0*72 

0-98 

205 

131 

on — 

Previous  Year . -l-0'5  — 0*6  — 0'07  -f0'03  +0*80  — 16 

Ten  Years'^  Average. — 3*3  — 2*7  — 0'09  — 0*40  — 0'25  — 35 


Infectious  Diseases. 


Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  9  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  32,  enteric  fever  2, 
erysipelas  1.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  ;  measles  9, 
whooping  cough  3.  Dr.  Wheeler  advises  his  Council  to  take 
into  consideration  the  advisabihty  of,  making  measles  a 
notifiable  disease. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — For  small-pox  a  “  Ducker  ” 
hospital — 8  beds — is  provided,  and  the  hospital  for  ordinary 
infectious  diseases  contains  28  beds.  Cases  treated  :  diph¬ 
theria  6  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  25. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Tomlinson,  Robinson, 
and  Milan)  at  the  hospital.  Houses  fumigated  27. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Southport  and  Birkdale 
Joint  Board. 

Sewage  treatment  consists  of  precipitation,  filtration, 
and  irrigation.  Apphcation  made  to  Local  Government 
Board  for  power  to  borrow  £25,000  to  carry  out  a  scheme 
of  sewering,  &c.,  for  the  township  of  Ainsdale. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority.  The  provision  of  a  refuse  destructor  is  included 
in  the  scheme  above  referred  to. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  dwellings  unfit  for  human 
habitation  were  abolished.  Town’s  water  was  connected 
to  a  farm  in  lieu  of  well  water,  which  on  analysis  proved 
unfit  for  use.  The  enforcement  of  the  regulations  regarding  pig 
keeping — a  source  of  nuisance  for  many  years — has  resulted 
in  the  gradual  diminution  m  the  number  of  pigs  kept,  and 
consequently  complaints  have  been  less  numerous.  Closet 
accommodation  of  factories  and  workshops  much  im¬ 
proved.  Sixty-eight  offensive  privies  abolished,  and  water 
closets  substituted  ;  1,314  privy  middens  still  exist.  The 
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il  Inspector  (Mr.  Jump)  secured  the  abatement  of  372  nuisances  ; 
notices  served  75.  Smoke  observations  4. 


Notable  sanitary  improve¬ 
ment. 

t  Sanitary  requirements. 


Extension  of  water  -  carriage 
system. 

Refuse  destructor  ;  sewerage 
of  Ainsdale ;  conversion  of 
privy  middens. 


*  Bispham-with-Norbreck. — (Area  in  acres,  1,346  ;  Estimated 
Population,  1,948). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James 


Johnson,  L.F.P.S.G.  ; 
Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  16-9 

1908  .  n  o 

Mean  of  6  years 

1903-1908  .  19-4 

.Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

-Previous  Year . +5*9 


‘Six  Years'^  Average. — 2*5 


Salary,  £30. 


Per  1,000  or  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

13*8 

nil. 

nil. 

1*54 

60 

16*0 

0*55 

1*65 

2*21 

100 

15*2 

0*57 

0*81 

1*25 

117 

-2*2 

—0*55  - 

-1*65 

—0*67 

40 

-1*4 

0*57 

0*81 

+0*29 

—57 

Almost  one-third  of  the  total  deaths  were  amongst 
’visitors  or  persons  who  had  recently  come  to  reside  in  the 
t  district  owing  to  ill-health.  Excluding  these  the  death-rate 
equals  9*7  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1, 

•scarlet  fever  21.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases:  nil. 
i  During  July  scarlet  fever  appeared  in  the  district,  3  children 
;  attending  the  Endowed  School,  Red  Bank  Road  being  affected. 
'No  other  cases  were  notified  until  the  school  re-opened  after 
the  summer  vacation,  then  8  cases  were  reported.  The  school 
:was  then  closed  for  a  month,  the  period  of  closure  subsequently 
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being  extended  14  days.  On  re-opening  the  school  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  examined  all  the  scholars,  but  they 
showed  no  signs  of  any  sequel  to  scarlet  fever.  Fourteen 
days  afterwards  another  case  was  notified,  and  within  ten 
days  three  more  cases  occurred.  A  month  later  two  additional 
cases  were  reported.  Considering  the  houses  and  the  school 
were  thoroughly  disinfected  after  each  outbreak.  Dr.  Johnson 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  cases  were  contracted  through 
coming  into  contact  with  infected  clothing  at  school.  At  a 
later  stage  it  was  discovered  that  sewing  classes  were  held 
periodically  in  the  school,  and  that  the  children  were  allowed 
to  bring  their  own  clothing  from  their  homes  to  mend  and 
patch.  The  sewing  classes  were  then  discontinued. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Fylde,  Preston,  and 
Garstang  joint  hospital  at  Elswick  available  for  small-pox, 
and  the  Fylde  joint  hospital  at  Moss  Side  for  other  diseases. 
Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  20. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  apphances. 

Water  Supply  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage  works  consist  of  a  storage  culvert  and  an 
iron  pipe  outlet.  Sewage  is  discharged  at  a  point  near  dead 
low  water  into  the  sea  at  Anchorsholme.  Schemes  for  sewer¬ 
ing  Little  Bispham,  Anchorsholme  Lane  East,  and  Blackpool 
Road  have  been  prepared,  but  “  deferred.” 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — “  Great  progress  has  been  made 
with  regard  to  cleanliness,  light,  and  ventilation  of  cowsheds.” 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Harrop)  served  46  notices. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Re-laying  of  sewers, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Carrpng  out  of  sewerage 

schemes  for  various  parts  of 
the  district. 
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flBlackrod. — (Area  in  acres,  2,392  ;  Estimated  Population, 
4,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  W.  Uns worth, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £30. 

i  Vital  Statistics. 

Birth¬ 
rate. 

)id909  .  26-7 

)( 11908  .  29-0 

9 'Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  30-6 

( 

^Uncrease  or  Decrease 
on- — 

i  I  Previous  Year . — 2-3 

i'.Ten  Years'  Average. — 3'9 

;  Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
an  membranous  croup  6  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  25,  enteric  fever 
^•5,  erysipelas  1,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal).  Deaths  from  non- 
3ii  notifiable  diseases  :  nil. 

I 

I  Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  Fall  Birch  jointly 
j  with  Horwich,  &c.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  2  (1  death), 
I  scarlet  fever  22,  enteric  fever  4.  Combined  under  County 
I'  Council  Order  with  neighbouring  districts  for  provision  of  a 
j!  small-pox  hospital. 

Disinfection. — Apparatus  at  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Council’s  own  reservoir 
at  Rivington. 

Sewage  treated  on  two  farms  by  (a)  “  settlement  and 
:  irrigation  ”  ;  and  (b)  “  land.” 

Scavenging  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Cowsheds  are  “  now  satisfactory 
as  regards  air-space  and  cleanliness.”  Visits  to  factories 


Pkr  1,000  oi<’  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

14-2 

0-25 

100 

2-75 

121 

150 

100 

0*50 

5-00 

112 

15-9 

2-08 

0-60 

400 

133 

—0-8 

—0*75 

+0-50 

—2-25 

+9 

—1-7 

—1-83 

+0-40 

—1-25 

—12 
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numbered  32.  Five  privies  converted  to  water-carriage 
system  ;  584  remain  in  existence.  Notices  served  28. 


Brierfield. — (Area  in  acres,  807  ;  Estimated  Population, 
8,600). — Medical  Oificer  of  Health,  J.  S.  Wilson,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

21-3 

11-7 

0-46 

116 

2-20 

97 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

22-8 

14-2 

1-66 

P54 

2-73 

151 

1899-1908  . 

24-3 

13-8 

1-78 

0-97 

318 

154 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year 

—1*5 

—2-5 

— 1-20 

-0-38 

—0-53 

—54 

Ten  Years’’  Average. 

—30 

—21 

—1-32 

+0T9 

—0-98 

—57 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  adopted,  but  its  operation 
deferred  until  appointment  of  nurse  as  insisted  upon  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Arrangements  for  the  services  of  a 
district  nurse  have  now  been  made  with  the  Burnlev 
Nursing  Association. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified :  diphtheria  1, 

scarlet  fever  9,  erysipelas  7,  puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  2,  diarrhoea  2.  School 
closure  was  found  necessary  owing  to  prevalence  of  measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  all  purposes  provided  jointly 
with  Burnley,  &c.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  3,  erysipelas  1. 

Disinfection. — Burnley  Corporation  steam  apparatus 
available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Nelson. 
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Sewage. — Treatment  :  {a)  septic  tanks  and  double  con¬ 
tact  ;  (6)  storm  filter  beds.  New  detritus  tank  constructed, 
;and  contact  beds  replenished  with  new  ashes. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority.  The  Nelson 
Corporation  destructor  used. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
iBoard  has  now  been  received  to  the  regulations  under  the 
[Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order.  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Halstead)  reports  visits  to  factories  59,  canal  boats 
inspected  11,  privies  converted  6,  notices  served  47,  and 
nuisances  abated  93. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Better  closet  accommodation 
ments.  at  factories  provided  ;  ex¬ 

tended  water  supply. 

rSanitary  requirement.  Paving  of  streets. 

[Carnforth. — (Area  in  acres,  1,505  ;  Estimated  Population,. 
3,200). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Ed'ward  S.  Jackson, 
M.D.  ;  Salary,  £20. 


'Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epicle:.Tiic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Eespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  tc 
1,000 
Births.. 

11909  . 

23-4 

14-3 

0-93 

0-62 

1-25 

133 

(1908  . . 

)  Mean  of  10  years 

21-2 

13-7 

nil. 

1-25 

2-81 

161 

1899-1908  . 

26-4 

12-8 

0-59 

0-54 

1-98 

115 

.  Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

^Previous  Year . 

4-2*2 

4-0-6 

-40-93 

—0-63 

—1-56 

—28 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

CO 

6 

+  1-5 

+0-34 

00 

o 

o 

+ 

—0-73 

+ 
1— 1 
00 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  6.. 
iiDeaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  3. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — Iron  structure  at  Crag  Bank 
contains  2  wards,  each  with  6  beds.  Cases  treated  :  nil. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  appliances. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  local  Water  Co.’s  reservoir 
at  Withets.  In  case  this  supply  fails,  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  Manchester  for  a  supply  from  the  Thirlmere  main. 

Sewage  flows  into  a  settling  tank,  the  overflow  entering 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Keer. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  contract. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Visits  to  factories  and  workshops  61, 
canal  boats  examined  5,  smoke  observations  8.  As  in  1907 
and  1908  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  any  notices 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Chadderton — (Area  in  acres,  3,082  ;  Estimated  Population, 
27,800). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Harold  Ashton, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £65. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 
Bespira-  Heaths 


Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

;  Phthisis 
Death- 

tory 

Death- 

under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1.000 

Births. 

1909  . 

.  29*5 

161 

Ml 

P33 

3-27 

103 

1908  . 

.  28-7 

17-2 

1-82 

105 

2-73 

147 

Mean  of  10  vears 

1899-1908  ...... 

27-6 

18-1 

1-99 

1-45 

3-34 

159 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 

-fO-8 

—11 

—0-71 

+0-28 

-fO-54 

—44 

Ten  Y ears'  A  verage .  + 1  •  9 

—2-0 

—0-88  - 

— 012 

—0-07 

—56 

rhe|adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  and  the 
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appointment  of  a  health  visitor  is  very  properly  advocated 
by  Dr.  Ashton  as  a  means  of  still  further  reducing  the 
infantile  mortality. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  21  (9  deaths),  scarlet  fever  65  (5  deaths), 
enteric  fever  2  (1  death),  erysipelas  31  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  4  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  9,  whooping  cough  5,  diarrhoea  2.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  year  several  schools  were  closed  owing  to  an  epidemic 
of  measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  provided  at 
Cinder  Hill  jointly  with  Royton,  &c.,  and  for  other  diseases 
the  Oldham  Corporation  hospital  at  Westhulme  is  available, 
but  not  much  used.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  6. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  small-pox  hospital. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Oldham  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  single 
contact  beds.  A  large  scheme  for  continuous  filtration  in 
progress  under  Order  of  Court. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority.  The  provision  of  a  refuse  destructor  under 
consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Certain  old  property  exists  with 
defects  such  as  dirty  unpaved  back  yards,  insufficient  closet 
accommodation,  &c.  Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  the  regulations  not  being  enforced.  About 
4,850  pail  closets  exist,  but  a  “  process  of  conversions  ”  is 
taking  place.  Canal  boats  examined  52,  visits  to  factories  82, 
notices  served  31,  smoke  observations  106. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Refuse  destructor  ;  connection 

of  house  drains  to  new  sewer. 
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Childwall.— (Area  in  acres,  830  ;  Estimated  Population, 
221).— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Henry  Harvey,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  POPUL.4TION. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Pvespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

13-2 

4*4 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

13-3 

13*3 

444 

nil. 

nil. 

333 

1899-1908  . 

12-6 

6*7 

0*44 

nil. 

1*35 

158 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— OT 

—8*9 

4*44 

nil. 

nil.  - 

-333 

Ten  Years’’  Average. 

+0-6 

—2*3 

—  0*44 

nil.  — 

-1*35  - 

-158 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  nil.  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  nil. 


Hospital  Accommodation.  —  The  Liverpool  infectious 
hospitals  available. 

Disinfection  carried  out  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Liverpool. 

Sewage  drains  mainly  into  cesspools,  with  overflow  into 
a  small  stream.  No  complaints  have  arisen. 

Scavenging,  as  carried  out  by  farmers,  is  “  not  altogether 
satisfactory.” 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Condition  of  the  cowsheds  “  im¬ 
proved,”  but  regulations  are  not  in  force.  The  only  serious 
nuisance  requiring  attention  was  caused  by  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  gut-scraping  trade ;  the  measures  taken  secured 
a  complete  cessation  and  removal  of  the  nuisance. 

Sanitary  requirement.  A  system  of  public  drainage. 
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Chorley  (Borough).  — (Area  in  acres,  3,614  ;  Estimated 
Population,  31,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James 
A.  Harris,  M.I).  (Lond.)  ;  Salary,  £60  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  25-6 

1908  .  27  1 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  27-6 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1-5 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 2-0 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

15-7 

1*54 

0*96 

3-80 

143 

14'9 

Ml 

101 

2T3 

138 

17-2 

1-48 

0-94 

3-20 

169 

00 

o 

+ 

+0-43 

005 

+1-67 

+5 

— 1-5 

-f006 

-I-0-02 

-|-0'60 

—26 

The  question  of  adopting  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  was  considered,  but  action  deferred  for  twelve  months. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  23  (9  deaths),  scarlet  fever  84  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  29  (5  deaths),  erysipelas  6.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  28,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea 
2.  Eighty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  notified 
received  hospital  isolation.  Enteric  fever  rather  more  than 
usually  prevalent,  but  no  specific  cause  could  be  discovered. 
Measles  became  epidemic  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year, 
several  hundred  children  being  attacked.  Exclusion  from 
school  of  the  infected  children  was  first  tried,  but  later  the 
infant  departments  of  several  schools  had  to  be  closed.  Care¬ 
lessness  in  allowing  children  affected  with  the  disease  to  mix 
with  other  children  accounted  in  some  measure  for  the  wide 
spread  of  the  disease.  Under  the  Pubhc  Health  (Tuber¬ 
culosis)  Regulations,  1908,  ten  cases  were  notified.  Printed 
cards  of  instructions  were  left  at  each  house  containing  a 
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tuberculous  patient.  Dr.  Harris  recommends  his  Council 
to  consider  the  (question  of  making  tuberculous  disease  com¬ 
pulsorily  notifiable. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Joint  hospital  at  Heath 
Chamock,  36  beds.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  5  (1  death), 
scarlet  fever  73  (1  death),  enteric  fever  16  (4  deaths),  erysipelas 
1.  For  small-pox  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Blackburn  Corporation  for  the  use  of  10  beds 
at  their  Finnington  hospital. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Goddard,  &c.),  at  the 
Town’s  yard. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 
Complaints  were  received  from  Heapey  Road  district  of 
occasional  deficiencies  in  the  supply,  and  in  the  autumn,  at 
times,  the  general  supply  was  not  good. 

Sewage  treated  at  the  main  works  by  precipitation 
and  filtration  ;  Heapey,  precipitation  and  irrigation  ;  Botany, 
continuous  precipitation  and  irrigation  ;  and  Cowling,  pre¬ 
cipitation  and  filtration.  Alterations  at  the  main  works  are 
being  carried  out,  jirecipitation  tanks  have  been  converted  to 
storm  tanks,  and  the  principal  effluent  channel  enlarged. 
Scheme  for  eight  new  filters  accepted  by  Council. 

Scavenging,  undertaken  by  Authority,  is  efflciently 
performed.  Refuse  destructor  in  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — House  accommodation  good.  One 
insanitary  dwelling  demolished  ;  3  cases  of  overcrowding 

dealt  with.  There  is  now  a  reasonable  prospect  of  the  altera¬ 
tion  at  the  public  slaughter-house,  so  often  advocated  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  being  carried  out,  the  Council 
having  consented  to  application  being  made  for  a  loan  for 
that  purpose.  Considerable  improvements  effected  at  the 
cowsheds ;  7  new  shippons  built  to  replace  others  ill -ventilated 
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and  badly  lighted,  and  several  have  been  improved  as  regards 
lighting,  air-space,  drainage,  and  water  supply.  Notices  served 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  numbered  1,544.  Smoke 
observations  12  ;  legal  proceedings  instituted  in  one  instance, 
and  an  order  to  abate  obtained. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Extension  of  sewers  ;  improve¬ 
ments.  ments  of  dwelling-houses  as 

regards  closet  accommodation, 
ventilation,  &c. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Alteration  at  public  slaughter¬ 

house. 


Church. — (Area  in  acres,  529  ;  Estimated  Population, 
6,950). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Craig,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  22-0 

1908  . ■ . 24-0 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  24-4 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2*0 


Ten  Years’  Average  .—2-4, 


Per  1,000  of  Population. 

P.ate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

15*9 

0*86 

0*86 

3*16 

104 

17*2 

1*30 

0-57 

3*18 

168 

16*4 

2*09 

0*95 

3-22 

154 

—1*3 

—0*44 

+0*29  - 

-0*02 

—64 

—0*5  ■ 

—1*23 

—0*09  - 

-0*06 

—50 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  2  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  43  (1  death),  enteric  fever  3  (1  death), 
erysipelas  4,  puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable 
diseases  :  measles  1,  whooping  cough  2.  In  November  scarlet 
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fever  threatened  to  assume  epidemic  proportions,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  this  fear  was  not  realised.  Measles  also  about  this 
time  extensively  prevailed  and  necessitated  school  closure. 
The  absurd  idea  that  a  child  must  have  measles  no  doubt  was. 
responsible  for  some  of  the  cases. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  cases  : 
nil.  For  small-pox  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the 
Blackburn  Corporation. 

Disinfection. — Steam  chamber  at  Oswaldtwistle  gas  works 
available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Dean  Clough  reservoir, 
belonging  to  the  Accrington  and  Church  Joint  Board. 

Sewage  treated  at  the  Accrington  and  Church  joint  works 
by  open  septic  tanks,  sprinkler  filters,  and  sedimentation 
tanks.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  approved  a 
scheme  for  sewering  Fox  Street  district,  and  the  work  is  well 
in  hand.  Scheme  for  Church  Lane  not  yet  decided  upon. 

Scavenging  performed  efficiently  by  the  Council’s 
employees ;  2,937  loads  of  refuse  tipped. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Six  houses  condemned  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  1  closed.  Sanitary  work  accomplished  included 
40  canal  boats  examined,  3  infringements  of  the  Acts  ;  6  pail 
closets  converted  to  water  closets  ;  notices  served  120  ; 
smoke  observations  70. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewering  of  streets, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements  Isolation  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion  ;  main  sewer  for  Dill  Lane 
district. 
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Clayton-le-Moors.  —  (Area  in  acres,  1,059 ;  Estimated 
Population,  9,100). — Medical  Ofp.cer  of  Health,  L.  Tatter- 
SALE,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  22-4 

1908  .  25-5 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  27-8 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 3T 


Ten  Years’’  Average. — 5'4 


Per  1,000  OF  Population 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

14T 

0-76 

109 

2-63 

117 

140 

211 

0-66 

2-33 

134 

15-7 

T86 

0-72 

2-62 

154 

-fOT 

—1-35 

+0-43 

+0-30 

—17 

—1-6 

—110 

+0-37 

+001 

—37 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  11  (2 
deaths),  scarlet  fever  15,  enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  15,  puer¬ 
peral  fever  2  (both  fatal).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable 
diseases  :  measles  1,  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  3.  Owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  measles  in  the  middle  of  the  year  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  one  of  the  schools  for  a  month. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — No  provision,  but  an  arrange¬ 
ment  exists  with  the  Accrington  Corporation  to  take  cases  of 
small-pox.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  points  out  the 
advantage  that  would  accrue  if  hospital  accommodation  and 
disinfecting  appliances  were  provided. 

Disinfection. — No  appliances.  Accrington  apparatus 
available. 


Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Accrington,  &c..  Joint 
Board. 


Sewage  is  treated  at  the  Clayfion-le-Moors  and  Great 
Harwood  joint  outfall  works  by  continuous  precipitation, 
single  contact,  and  irrigation.  The  nuisance  referred  to  in 
previous  reports,  due  to  offensive  odours  from  the  Altham 
(Burnley  B.)  sewage  works,  has  not  yet  been  abated. 


38 


Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — “  The  number  of  suitable  houses 
is  insufficient  to  meet  modem  conditions  of  life,  and  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old,  dilapidated  property  in  the  district.” 
The  erection  of  a  public  abattoir  is  advocated.  At  the  cow¬ 
sheds  many  improvements  have  been  effected  chiefly  as 
regards  drainage,  ventilation,  and  lime- washing.  The  habit 
of  slaughtering  animais  at  the  farms  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Council,  who  ordered  notices  to  be  served  on  the 
farmers  concerned.  Food  seized  as  unsound  amounted  to 
700  lbs.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Dixon)  served  32  notices. 
Smoke  observations  12. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Public  abattoir ;  isolation 

hospital ;  refuse  destructor. 

Clitheroe  (Borough) — (Area  in  acres,  2,385;  Estimated 
Population,  13,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wm.  E. 
Barker,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £40. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OP  Population. 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Ileaths 
Epidemic  Phthisis  tory  under  1 
Birtn-  Death-  Death-  Death-  Death-  year  to 

rate.  rate.  rate.  rate-  rate.  1,000 

Births. 


1909  .  22-0  13-6  0*92  1*23  1-92  83 

1908  .  22-9  12*7  0  53  0  76  138  120 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  22-8  14-8  1*17  0*93  2T9  130 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . —0-9  -j-0-9  +0-39  +0-47  +0-54  —37 


Ten  Years'  Average, — 0*8  — 1*2  — 0*25  +0*30  0-27  47 


The  Notification  of  Births  Act  came  into  force  in  June. 
Dr.|Barker,  referring  to  the  infant  mortality  says,  beyond 
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question  employment  in  the  "mills  of  the  expectant  mother 
up  to  a  late  period  spells  liability  to  premature  labour,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  increases  the  liability  to  difficult  labour  from 
abnormal  presentations,  &c.  When  work  and  wages  are  good, 
infants  are  put  out  to  nurse,  as  the  mothers  are  tempted  to 
return  to  the  mills  soon  after  confinement,  and  this  entails 
artificial  feeding  with  its  inevitable  train  of  diarrhoea!  diseases. 
He  says  “  I  believe  the  operative  classes  of  Lancashire  would 
be  better  off  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  if  the  employment 
in  factories  of  married  women  with  children  were  prohibited 
altogether,  nor  do  I  think  they  would  suffer  much  financially 
from  such  prohibition.” 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified :  diphtheria  2  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  56  (1  death),  enteric  fever  4  (2  deaths), 
erysipelas  3,  puerperal  fever  2  (both  fatal).  Deaths  from  non- 
no  tifiable  diseases  :  measles  1,  whooping-cough  3,  diarrhoea  4. 
During  March  and  April  there  was  a  considerable  epidemic 
of  German  measles,  which  entailed  closure  of  the  infant 
departments  of  all  the  schools  in  the  town  for  an  extra 
week  after  the  Easter  vacation.  The  epidemic  reached  Low 
Moor  in  July,  and  the  infant  school  here  was  also  closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — For  ordinary  infectious 
diseases  :  nil.  For  small-pox  a  hospital — 8  beds — provided 
jointly  with  the  Clitheroe  and  Lowland  Rural  District 
Councils. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  The  need  for  proper 
appliances  has  repeatedly  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Authority. 

Water  Supply  from  neighbouring  upland  sources. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  continuous  settlement,  precipita- 
•  tion,  and  irrigation.  An  Inquiry  was  held  respecting  an 
application  to  borrow  £6,500  for  extensions  and  alterations. 
Additional  sewers  have  been  constructed. 
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Scavenging  efficiently  performed,  partly  by  contract  and 
partly  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Back-to-back  houses — 169  in 
number — still  exist,  and  there  are  68  single  houses.  The  public 
abattoir  is  not  fully  utilised,  6  private  slaughter-houses  being 
still  in  use.  The  40  cowsheds  are  clean  and  well  drained, 
but  some  are  deficient  in  light,  air-space,  and  ventilation. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Davies)  secured  the  abatement  of  215 
nuisances.  “  Several  ”  smoke  observations  taken. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Paving  and  sewering  of  streets, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Disinfecting  apparatus  ;  isolation 

hospital ;  refuse  destructor  ; 
abolition  of  back-to-back 
houses. 


Colne  (Borough).  —  (Area  in  acres,  5,063 ;  Estimated 
Population,  2Q, 126). —Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W. 
Lyons  Lovett,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £100. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  19-8 

12-8 

1908  . 

.  23-3 

14-3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  25'3 

14-5 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . —3-5  —1*5 

Ten  Yeoirs'  Average, — 5-5  — 1-7 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-33 

115 

2-28 

Ill 

1-68 

P33 

2-90 

145 

P96 

P07 

309 

159 

-1.35  —018  —0-62  —34 
-1-63  +0-08  —0-81  —48 


Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  there  were  7 


41 


instances  in  which  births  were  not  notified  by  those  responsible. 
The  Health  Committee  instituted  legal  proceedings  in  six 
cases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  7  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  98  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  4  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  13,  puerperal  fever  1. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  3.  Thirty 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  by  the  Poor 
Law  Medical  Officers. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — An  arrangement  exists  by 
which  cases  can  be  sent  to  the  Burnley  sanatorium.  For 
smaU-pox  a  hospital — 20  beds — is  provided.  Very  few  cases 
treated:  enteric  fever  2  (1  fatal),  puerperal  fever  1. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  appliances.  Clothing  occasion¬ 
ally  sent  to  Nelson. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Reedshaw  Moss  reservoir. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment :  (u)  open  septic  and  double 

contact,  {b)  open  septic  and  irrigation,  (c)  stand-by  tanks 
for  storm  water.  Considerable  lengths  of  main  sewer  laid 
during  the  year,  and  good  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
extensions  at  the  outfall  works. 

Scavenging  performed  efficiently  by  the  Corporation 
employees  ;  4,565  tons  of  refuse  taken  to  the  destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  public  abattoir  is  provided. 
The  carcases  of  five  animals  were  seized  and  destroyed.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Sugden)  secured  the  abatement  of  206  nuisances, 
served  212  notices,  took  38  smoke  observations. 


42 


Crompton. — (Area  in  acres,  2,865  ;  Estimated  Population, 
15,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  William  Brooke, 
M.A.,  M.D.  ;  Salary,  £70. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Pee 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . . 

.  20-2 

14-5 

1908  . . 

.  23-6 

15-8 

Mean  of  10  years 
1899-1908  . 

.  23-6 

16-7 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 3‘4  — 1-3 

Ten  Years’’  Average. — 3*4  — 2-2 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Eespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1-33 

113 

3-33 

115 

119 

0-84 

3*94 

151 

1-51 

0-86 

3-45 

158 

+014 

+0-29 

—0-61  - 

-36 

—0-18 

+0-27 

012  - 

43 

A  permanent  reduction  of  the  infantile  mortahty  is 
expected  from  the  working  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act, 
and  its  logical  consequence,  the  appointment  of  a  health 
visitor.  In  this  connection  452  visits  were  paid  to  houses 
where  births  had  recently  taken  place. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  11  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  101  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  12  (1  death),  puerperal  fever  1 
(fatal)  .  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  10, 
diarrhoea  4.  Schools  were  closed  in  February,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 


Hospital  Accornmndation. — For  small-pox  provided  jointly 
with  Chadderton,  &c. — 24  beds.  For  other  diseases  the 
Oldham  Corporation  hospital  at  Westhulme  is  available. 
Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  3,  scarlet  fever  26  (2  deaths), 
erysipelas  1  (fatal) . 

Disinfection. — Thresh’s  steam  apparatus  provided  ;  106 
houses  and  4  schools  fumigated. 
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Water  Supply  obtained  mainly  from  the  Oldham  Corpora¬ 
tion. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  Cowlishaw  works  by  precipi¬ 
tation  tanks,  single  contact  beds,  and  continuous  filters  ;  at 
Newhey,  by  precipitation  tanks  and  single  contact  beds.  A 
scheme  for  extensions  at  the  latter  works  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  under  Order  of  Court. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Considerable  alterations  effected 
at  the  cowsheds  ;  2  new  shippons  erected,  14  improved  as 

regards  lighting,  drainage,  and  limewashing.  Notices  served 
231  ;  smoke  observations  49. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Drainage  of  Cowlishaw. 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Completion  of  sewering  of  dis¬ 
trict  ;  refuse  destructor. 


Croston. — (Area  in  acres,  2,347  ;  Estimated  Population, 
2,155). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Alfred  Duckworth, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £20. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Pee  1,000  or  Population. 

Rate  ot 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Eespira- 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

18-0 

IIT 

0-46 

P85 

1-39 

Births. 

102 

1908  . 

20-5 
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2-33 

P39 

P86 

159 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

22-6 

13-6 

1T5 

0-88 

2-09 

107 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . - 

—2-5 

—10 

—1-87 

+0-46 

—0-47 

—57 

Tf.n  Years'^  Average.- 

— 4*6 

—2-5 

—0-69 

+0-97 

—0-70 

—5 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  enteric  fever  1. 
Death  from  non-notifiable  diseases :  whooping  cough  1 . 
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There  was  a  slight  epidemic  of  the  latter  disease,  but  it  was 
of  a  mild  type.  Dr.  Duckworth  advises  that  arrangements 
be  made  for  the  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  West  Lancashire  Rural 
Council’s  hospital  available.  One  case  of  enteric  fever 
removed. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  hospital  used  when 
required. 

Water  Supply  obtained  partially  from  the  Thirlmere  main 
of  the  Manchester  Corporation.  A  number  of  houses  still  rely 
on  wells,  some  of  which  are  “  bad.”  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  suggests  that  the  owners  should  be  compelled  to  provide 
a.  satisfactory  supply. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  and  iriigation. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  only 
“  moderate,”  the  regulations  not  being  stringently  enforced. 
Particulars  of  the  sanitary  work  accomplished  not  supplied, 
owing  to  death  of  the  Inspector. 


Dalton-in-Furness.  —  (Area  in  acres,  7,990 ;  Estimated 
Population,  11,420). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  H. 
Patterson,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £115. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1, 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

26-2 

14*7 

1908  . 

25'6 

13*8 

Mean  of  10  years 
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15-6 
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-I-0-6 

+0-9 

Ten  Years^  Average. 

—1-8 

—0-9 
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tory 
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rate. 

Rate  of 
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under  1 
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1,000 
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0-43 

1-75 

306 

126 

115 

0-84 

2-45 

125 

1-83 

P23 

2-78 

146 

-0-72 

+0-91 

+0-61 

+1 

-P40 

+0-52 

+0-28 

—20 

reduced  because  so  many 
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houses  in  the  district  are  at  present  unoccupied.  The  Notifi¬ 
cation  of  Births  Act  has  not  been  adopted,  as  Dr.  Patterson 
“  cannot  see  that  its  provisions  would  be  of  much  advantage 
to  the  welfare  of  the  infantile  population.” 

Infections  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  3  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  17,  erysipelas  8.  Deaths  from  non- 
no  tifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  4.  An  epidemic  of  measles 
appeared  in  Dalton  and  Askam  in  November,  but  it  never 
became  so  extensive  as  to  necessitate  school  closure. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  the  joint  hospital 
at  High  Carley.  For  small-pox  an  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  the  Barrow  Corporation.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet 
fever  15. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Sttpply  obtained  mainly  from  the  Barrow  Corpora¬ 
tion.  An  improved  supply  has  at  last  been  obtained  for 
Askam  and  Ireleth. 

Sewage  after  subsidence  in  tanks,  is  turned  into  the 
Barrow  sewers,  and  thence  to  the  sea.  Considerable  sewer 
extensions  have  taken  place. 

Scavenging  undertaken  by  the  Authority  gives  satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Not  one  of  the  slaughter-houses  is 
entirely  satisfactory  in  respect  to  its  proximity  to  inhabited 
houses,  but  they  are  usually  well  cared  for  and  kept  in  good 
order.  About  1,420  lbs.  unsound  or  diseased  meat  were 
seized  and  destroyed.  “  There  is  much  need  of  extensive 
alterations  to  many  of  the  cowsheds  before  they  can  be  deemed 
to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  air  space,  lighting,  the  condition 
of  the  floor  surface,  and  drainage.”  Privies  converted 
numbered  79.  Notices  served  94. 
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Darwen  (Borough).  —  (Area  in  acres,  5,959  ;  Estimated 
Population,  42, mS).-— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  G. 
Haworth,  M.B.,  C.M.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £250. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 
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under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 
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1,000 
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19-1 

14-4 
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0-82 
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Births. 
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1908  . 

2P1 
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0-75 

0-59 

1-58 
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Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

22-5 

14-8 

1-62 

0-74 

2-95 
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Increase  or  Decrease 
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—2-0 

+1-4 

-fO-35 

-fO-23 

+1-41 

+8 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—3-4 

—0-4 

—0-52 

+ 

o 

o 

00 

+004 

—21 

Ninety-seven  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  were  reported 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  In  13  instances  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  for  non-compliance  with  the  Act, 
and  fines  of  Is.  and  costs  imposed  in  each  case.  Interesting 
statistics  are  given  in  the  report  regarding  the  method  of 
feeding  of  infants,  &c.,  as  ascertained  by  the  health  visitor. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  11  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  149  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  15  (5  deaths),  erysipelas  7,  puerperal  fever  3  (all 
fatal).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  22, 
whooping  cough  14,  diarrhoea  2.  An  epidemic  of  measles 
broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  the  3^ear  and  11  schools  were 
closed.  On  receipt  of  notification  from  the  teacher  that  a 
child  was  absent  suffering  from  measles,  the  scholars  were 
specially  examined,  and  in  case  of  suspicion,  sent  home. 
About  20  of  those  excluded  developed  measles,  and  to  this 
extent  at  least,  those  centres  of  infection  were  prevented  from 
doing  further  mischief  in  the  schools.  The  same  precautions 
are  taken  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  provided  for  scarlet  fever — 20 
beds  and  4  cots — at  Bull  Hill,  and  for  small-pox  a  converted 
farmhouse  is  available.  “  An  isolation  hospital  is  almost 
ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering  from  enteric 
fever.”  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  73  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  scarlet  fever  hospital.  Rooms  fumigated  110. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  two  reservoirs — Sunny  hurst 
and  Earnsdale  ;  capacity  202 J  million  gallons.  A  few  farms 
and  outlying  cottages  draw  their  water  from  private  springs, 
some  are  liable  to  be  polluted  Avith  surface  drainage  ;  wherever 
possible  these  supplies  are  being  abolished. 

Sewage  treated  at  the  main  works,  by  septic  tanks, 
sprinkler  filters,  and  land  filtration  ;  at  the  Hoddlesden  works, 
by  precipitation  and  filtration. 

Scavenging  efficiently  performed  by  the  Council’s  work¬ 
men.  Over  11,000  tons  refuse  taken  to  the  destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Eight  houses  in  a  very  defective 
condition  were  closed  and  subsequently  demolished.  Many 
sanitary  improvements  carried  out  at  the  schools.  The  5 
underground  bakehouses  were  remodelled  and  then  certified. 
A  public  abattoir  is  provided.  The  unsound  meat  seized  and 
condemned  included  : — 2  heasts,  15  sheep,  6  calves,  and  1  pig. 
Forty-three  notices  served  for  improvements  at  farms, 
referred  chiefly  to  defective  drains,  insufficient  ventilation, 
faulty  flagging  or  paving,  and  want  of  light.  Visits  to  factories 
and  workships  numbered  941  ;  41  notices  were  required 
to  remedy  53  defects.  Privy  middens  do  not  exist,  but  there 
are  5,974  pail  closets  ;  176  of  the  latter  were  converted  during 
1909  to  the  water-carriage  system.  The  Inspectors  (Messrs. 
Marsden  &  Walsh)  served  731  legal  and  1,470  preliminary 
notices.  Smoke  observations  285.  Meteorological  statistics 
are  appended  to  the  report. 
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Notable  sanitary  improve-  Old  property  repaired  ;  reduction 

of  number  of  pail  closets. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Introduction  of  the  water- 

carriage  system  in  lieu  of  pail 
closets. 


Denton.— (Area  in  acres,  2,594  ;  Estimated  Population, 
1^,122).— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  W.  Allkin,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £40  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,1 
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rate. 
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1-86 

0-24 

2-79 
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100 

0-75 

1-43 

104 

1-64 

1-23 

2-38 
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+0-86  —0-51  +1-36  +26 
+0-22  —0-99  +0-41  —28 


Dr.  Allkin  says  he  feels  sure  that  if  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  was  adopted,  and  a  health  visitor  appointed,  the 
number  of  deaths  of  infants  would  soon  be  reduced. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  7  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  92  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  17  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  12.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  15,  whooping  cough  5,  diarrhoea  5. 
At  the  beginning  of  March  measles  became  epidemic,  and  it 
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was  found  necessary  to  close  seven  schools.  Whooping 
cough  was  also  prevalent  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
Three  of  the  enteric  fever  cases  were  attributed  to  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  mussels. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  retaining  fee  is  paid  for  the 
use  of  4  beds  (2  for  small-pox)  at  the  Hyde  Corporation 
hospitals  ;  2  more  beds  are  about  to  be  acquired.  Cases 
treated  :  scarlet  fever  6,  enteric  fever  4  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  The  Health  Committee 
have  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  providing  steam 
appliances,  and  plans  are  now  being  prepared  by  the  Surveyor. 
Houses  fumigated  101. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks,  single  con¬ 
tact  beds,  and  land.  A  scheme  is  in  preparation  for  exten¬ 
sions  at  the  outfall  works. 

Scavenging,  undertaken  by  the  Authority,  is  carried  out 
satisfactorily.  The  acquisition  of  “  tips  ”  will  before  long 
become  a  difficult  matter,  and  Hr.  Allkin  suggests  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  refuse  destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Improvements  have  been  effected 
at  a  few  of  the  cowsheds.  Privies  converted  to  water  closets 
numbered  154  ;  1,198  still  exist.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Brockle- 
hurst)  served  156  notices.  Smoke  observations  13. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Conversion  of  privies  to  water- 
ment.  carriage  system. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Disinfecting  apparatus  ;  refuse 

destructor  ;  public  mortuary . 
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Droylsden.— (Area  in  acres,  1,010  ;  Estimated  Population, 
12, mO).— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Andrew  B.  Hous- 
TOUN,  M.B.,  C.M.  ;  Salary,  £60. 


Vital  Statistics. 
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This  report  was  not  received  corrected  until  July  19th, 
1910. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  18  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  188  (5  deaths), 
enteric  fever  25  (4  deaths),  erysipelas  15  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  2.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  7, 
diarrhoea  3.  In  April  a  serious  epidemic  of  mumps  occurred, 
necessitating  school  closure.  In  2  of  the  enteric  fever  cases 
there  was  a  suspicion  that  the  infection  might  have  been 
caused  by  the  consumption  of  mussels. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — Six  beds  (1  for  small-pox)  are 
retained  at  the  Hyde  Corporation  hospital.  Cases  treated  : 
diphtheria  2  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  10  (1  death),  enteric  fever 
6  (2  deaths).  * 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  single 
contact  beds.  Large  scheme  of  extension  in  progress. 
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Scaveiiging,  as  carried  out  by  the  Authority,  gives  satis¬ 
faction.  A  refuse  destructor  is  in  course  of  erection. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Factories  received  193  visits. 
Privy  middens  converted  54  ;  661  still  remain.  Notices 

served  34,  nuisances  remedied  54.  Smoke  observations  219. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Extensions  at  sewage  works  ; 
ments.  erection  of  refuse  destructor. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Paving  of  private  streets  ;  sewer¬ 
age  of  blocks  of  old  property  ; 
conversion  of  privy  middens. 


Eccles  (Borough).  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,057  ;  Estimated 
Population,  41,500). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  M. 
Hamilton,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £200. 

Vital  Statistics. 
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—2-6 

—1-5 
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+0T0 

+0-03 
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The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  in  operation.  Special 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  infantile  mortality. 
The  “  Ladies’  Health  Society  ”  supervises  the  work  of  the 
two  female  visitors,  who  paid  14,434  visits  during  the 
year.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  special  food  was 
used,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer,  for  wasting 
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and  marasmic  children,  with  very  great  benefit.  Dr.  Hamil¬ 
ton  sums  up  the  principal  causes  of  infantile  mortality  (a) 
parental  condition,  (b)  bad  feeding,  (c)  general  mismanage¬ 
ment  and  exposure  to  cold,  {d)  alcoholism. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 

membranous  croup  53  (8  deaths),  scarlet  fever  171  (4  deaths), 
enteric  fever  22  (4  deaths),  erysipelas  14,  puerperal  fever  2. 
Deaths  from  non -notifiable  diseases  :  measles  1,  whooping 
cough  2,  diarrhoea  9.  The  Health  Committee,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  summer,  distributed  to  each  householder  a  leaflet  on 
the  importance  of  exterminating  the  house-fly.  They  also 
issued  a  pamphlet  respecting  phthisis. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Twenty-six  beds  are  reserved 
at  the  Salford  Corporation  hospitals,  6  being  for  small-pox 
patients.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  38  (8  deaths),  scarlet 
fever  31,  enteric  fever  15  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  2. 

Disinfection. — Manlove  and  Alliott’s  steam  apparatus 
provided  at  the  sewage  farm.  Eight  schools  and  423  rooms  in 
dwelling-houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

Sewage  treated  in  settling  tanks,  single  contact  beds, 
land,  and  storm- water  filters.  One  acre  of  continuous 
filter  and  half -acre  storm  filter  under  construction.  The 
smoke  test  applied  to  house  drains  on  1,133  occasions. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority  ;  10,264  tons  of  refuse  taken  to  the  destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  demolition  of  an  insanitary 
area  is  being  proceeded  with.  Special  attention  was 
given  to  schools,  certain  defects  being  remedied.  One 
cellar  bakehouse  and  2  slaughter-houses  were  discontinued. 
Fried  fish  shops  are  registered  and  systematically  visited. 
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Cowsheds — 10  in  number — received  40  inspections,  and 
milkshops  272  ;  16  sanitary  defects  were  noted  and  remedied. 
Factory  and  workshop  examination  revealed  82  defects. 
Canal  boats  visited  numbered  63.  Four  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  privy  pits  were  replaced  by  836  water  closets  ;  57 

privies  and  110  ashpits  were  abolished.  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Laskey)  reports  on  5,057  nuisances  remedied.  Notices 
served  171.  Smoke  observations  2. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Extensive  conversions  of  privy 
ments.  middens ;  641  houses  re¬ 

drained. 


Failsworth. — (Area  in  acres,  1,072  ;  Estimated  Population, 
15,400). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  S.  Leslie,  M.B.  ; 


Salary,  £75  (no  claim). 
Vital  Statistics. 


Birth- 

rate. 

1909  .  28-7 

1908  .  25-6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  28-7 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +3T 


Ten  Years'  Average,  nil. 


Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

13-8 

0-97 

116 

402 

97 

160 

L39 

0-79 

2-98 

136 

16-8 

L84 

117 

2-94 

154 

—2-2 

O 

1 

+0-37 

+104 

—39 

—30 

—0-87 

—001 

+1-08 

—57 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  7  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  37,  enteric  fever 
5  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  6,  puerperal  fever  5  (3  deaths).  Deaths 
from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  5,  whooping  cough  2, 
diarrhoea  2. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — An  arrangement  exists  with 
the  Oldham  Corporation  for  the  use  of  beds  at  the  Strinesdale 
(small-pox)  and  Westhulme  hospitals.  Cases  treated : 
scarlet  fever  5,  enteric  fever  1. 
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Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Houses  fumigated  52. 

Water  Supply  obtained  chiefly  from  the  Oldham  Cor¬ 
poration. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks,  continuous 
filters,  final  sedimentation  tanks,  and  straining  filters. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  employees  of  the  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
dealt  with.  In  one  or  two  instances  school  playgrounds 
require  paving.  Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  in  “  fairly  ” 
satisfactory  condition.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Wharton)  reports 
that  sanitary  work  accomphshed  included  :  visits  to  factories 
and  workshops  135,  canal  boats  examined  47,  notices  served 
69,  nuisances  remedied  359,  privies  and  pail  closets  converted 
26,  smoke  observations  95. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Paving  of  streets  and  passages, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Abolition  of  privy  middens. 


Farnworth. — (Area  in  acres,  1,504  ;  Estimated  Population, 
27,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Alfred  Kershaw, 
M.D.  ;  Salary,  £40  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

1909  . 

25-9 

15-5 

1908  . 

27-9 

16-6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

27-8 

17-9 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—20 

—11 

Ten  Years’’  Average. — 1*9  — 2-4 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

P37 

P44 

2-48 

161 

3*55 

P29 

300 

206 

3T0 

102 

301 

213 

—2- 18 

+0T5 

—0-52 

45 

— P73 

+0-42 

-0-53 

—52 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  in  operation.  In 


55 


the  early  summer  a  pamphlet  was  circulated  instructing 
mothers  how  to  prevent  infantile  diarrhoea. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  small-pox  1,  diph¬ 
theria  and  membranous  croup  7  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  85, 
enteric  fever  27  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  23,  puerperal  fever  3 
(1  death).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  12, 
whooping  cough  7,  diarrhoea  14.  Three  schools  were  closed 
on  account  of  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  Little 
Hulton  and  Little  Lever.  For  small-pox  the  Joint  Board 
have  an  arrangement  with  Bury,  &c..  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
Cases  treated  :  smaU-pox  1,  diphtheria  3,  scarlet  fever  67, 
enteric  fever  26  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bolton  Corporation. 

Seivage  treated  at  two  outfall  works  :  Hall  Lane,  by 
settling  tanks  and  continuous  filters  ;  Larkhill,  by  settling 
tanks,  continuous  filter  and  land. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority.  Refuse  des¬ 
tructor  now  in  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  use  of  one  slaughter-house 
has  been  discontinued.  A  prosecution  was  instituted  for 
exposing  for  sale  the  carcase  of  a  cow  very  much  affected  with 
tuberculosis,  and  the  butcher  was  fined  £10  and  costs,  or  two 
months’  imprisonment.  The  lodging-houses  are  still 
unsatisfactory,”  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  more  suitable 
and  sanitary  accommodation  be  provided.  Factories  and 
workshops  received  183  visits.  Privy  conversions  numbered 
166,  but  “  many  of  these  abominations  remain,  the  source  of 
disease.”  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Marshall)  served  54  preliminary 
and  28  statutory  notices.  In  18  instances  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted.  Smoke  observations  17. 
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Fleetwood _ (Area  in  acres,  2,510  ;  Estimated  Population, 

160).— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  H.  Robinson, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100  (including  £25  for  the  Port.) 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OE  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

29-7 

13T 

1-23 

0-49 

2-72 

101 

1908  . 

31-7 

14T 

T71 

0-85 

2-56 

103 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

30-3 

141 

1-75 

0-60 

2-37 

126 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . - 

-20 

—10 

—0-48  • 

—0-36 

+0T6 

—2 

Ten  Years’’  Average.  - 

-0-6 

—TO 

—0-52 

—on 

+0-35 

—25 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  Cases  notified  :  small-pox  1, 
diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  19  (1  death),  scarlet  fever 
48  (3  deaths),  enteric  fever  6  (1  death),  erysipelas  3  (1  death), 
puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  : 
measles  4,  whooping  cough  9,  diarrhoea  2.  The  smaU-pox 
case  occurred  in  a  common  lodging-house — patient  un¬ 
vaccinated  ;  prompt  removal  to  hospital  took  place. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  neigh¬ 
bouring  Authorities  at  Moss  Side  for  ordinary  infectious 
diseases,  and  at  Elswick  for  smaU-pox.  Cases  treated : 
small-pox  1,  diphtheria  14,  scarlet  fever  36  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  2. 


Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Goddard,  Massey,  & 
Warner)  provided  at  the  town’s  yard. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage  conveyed  to  pumping  station  on  the  shore  and 
then  discharged  into  the  sea. 
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ScavengiTig  carried  out  by  the  Authority.  Refuse 
destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — House  accommodation  is  insuffi¬ 
cient.  A  public  abattoir  is  provided.  A  large  amount  of 
unsound  food  was  destroyed.  Eighty-five  defects  were 
discovered  and  remedied  as  the  result  of  288  visits  to  factories 
and  workshops.  Notices  served  1,513,  nuisances  remedied 
616.  Smoke  observations  17. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewerage  connections  completed, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Paving  and  sewering  of  streets. 


Formby. — (Area  in  acres,  5,427  ;  Estimated  Population, 
6,424). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Francis  Carter, 
L.R.C.P.  ;  Salary,  £40. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

,  171 

9-6 

1908  . 

,  18-4 

8-2 

Mean  of  4  years 

1905-1908  . 

18*7 

100 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—1-3 

+P4 

Four  Years'  Average. 

— P6 

—0-4 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


nil. 

0-77 

2-80 

100 

0-63 

0*94 

1-73 

68 

0-71 

0-83 

1-74 

71 

—0*63 

—01 7 

+107 

+32 

—0-71 

—0*06 

+106 

+29 

Per  1,000  of  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  5,  scarlet  fever  10,  enteric  fever  1,  erysi¬ 
pelas  6.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  nil. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — Arrangement  with  Bootle 
for  all  diseases.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  2. 
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Disinfection. — Bootle  steam  apparatus  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Southport  Water  Board. 

Sewage. — A  portion  of  the  district  is  sewered  and  con¬ 
nected  to  a  septic  tank,  thence  to  sea  outfall.  Elsewhere 
drainage  is  into  cesspools. 

Scavenging,  carried  out  by  contract,  is  said  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Ten  houses  were  condemned,  4 
closed,  and  6  made  habitable.  Dairies  and  cowsheds  are 
much  improved.  Notices  served  108,  nuisances  abated  70. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  “  Increased  facilities  for  sewerage 
ments.  purposes  ”  ;  erection  of  public 

mortuary. 


Fulwood. — (Area  in  acres,  2,116  ;  Estimated  Population, 
excluding  Public  Institutions,  4,302). — Medical  Olfi.cer  of 
Health,  John  Garth,  L.R.C.P.I.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

13*0 

10-4 

1908  . 

20-5 

11-3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

20-8 

11-3 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 

—7-5 

—0-9 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—7-8 

0-9 

Eate  of 
Eespira-  Deaths 
tory  undei’  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 

0-23  0-46  1-62  71 

0-48  nil.  P21  70 

0-53  0-42  P96  68 


— 0-25  +0-46  +0-41  +1 

—0*30  +004  —0-34  +3 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


As  in  preceding  years  the  population  of  the  various  public 
institutions  and  the  deaths  therein  (of  persons  not  belonging 
to  Fulwood)  are  excluded. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1, 

scarlet  fever  20,  enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  1  (fatal).  Deaths 
from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  is  available  at 
Elsmck  jointly  with  the  Fylde,  Preston,  and  Garstang  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  for  other  diseases  at  the  joint  hospital  (Preston 
(R.),  Fulwood,  and  Longridge),  situate  in  this  district.  Cases 
treated  :  scarlet  fever  4. 

Disinfection. — Hot  air  chamber  provided. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Bleasdale  Fells.  The  Council 
have  purchased  gathering  grounds,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  pollution. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  sprinkler  filters,  sand 
filters,  and  land. 

Scavenging  performed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  old  Cadley  school,  reported 
last  year  as  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  is  much  improved, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  recommendations  having  been 
carried  out.  The  chief  fault  in  connection  with  the  cow¬ 
sheds  is  the  deficiency  in  air-space.  The  nuisances  which 
came  under  observation  were  only  trivial,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  serve  any  notices.  A  source  of  nuisance,  how¬ 
ever,  still  exists  in  the  few  remaining  midden  privies — 66  in 
number  ;  all  these,  according  to  Dr.  Garth,  ought  to  be  con¬ 
verted  to  the  water-carriage  system. 

Sanitary  requirements.  A  refuse  destructor ;  abolition  of 

privy  middens. 
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Golborne _ (Area  in  acres,  1,679  ;  Estimated  Population, 

7^000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Dobb,  L.R.C.P.  ; 
Salary,  £45. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate- 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  ^Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Piespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

29-7 

18-5 

200 

100 

3-42 

197 

1908  . 

34-2 

16-7 

2-28 

0-85 

2-71 

120 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

33T 

17-5 

312 

0-62 

306 

161 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—4-5 

+1-8 

00 

O 

+015 

+0-71 

+77 

Ten  Years’’  Average. 

—3-4 

+  1-0 

— 1T2 

+ 

p 

00 

+ 

p 

CO 

+36 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  22  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  15,  enteric 
fever  3  (1  death),  erysipelas  13,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal). 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  4,  whooping 
cough  1,  diarrhoea  6.  Most  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  occurred 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Leigh,  &c.,  joint  hospital 

available  for  all  diseases.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  2, 

enteric  fever  1  (fatal). 

» 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Ince  waterworks,  situate 
in  this  district. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  septic  tank  and  continuous  filters. 
Two  new  septic  tanks  have  been  completed. 

Scavenging. — Satisfactory,  undertaken  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Factories  and  workshops  received 
44  visits.  Only  1  privy  midden  was  converted,  although  600 
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are  in  existence.  Notices  served  for  nuisance  abatement 
numbered  67.  Smoke  observations  were  only  taken  “  on 
two  days.” 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Extension  of  sewage  works  ;  new 
ments.  sewer  to  Ashton  Road,  &c. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Conversion  of  privy  middens. 


Gorton. — (x4.rea  in  acres,  1,147  ;  Estimated  Population, 
41,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  W.  Martin, 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £120. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Pee 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

1909  . 

29-6 

15-4 

P63 

109 

2-87 

132 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

32-5 

16-4 

2-55 

0-95 

2-95 

163 

1899-1908  . 

34- 1 

18-3 

3T1 

P24 

3-54 

180 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— 2-9 

—10 

—0-92 

+0T4  - 

0-08 

—31 

Ten  Years'^  Average.- 

4-5 

—2-9 

—1-48 

— 0T5  - 

-0-67 

—48 

On  the  9th  day  of  November,  1909,  this  district  was 
amalgamated  with  the  City  of  Manchester.  The  statistics 
relate  to  the  period  prior  to  that  date. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  50  (13  deaths),  scarlet  fever  209  (4  deaths), 
enteric  fever  30  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  27,  puerperal  fever  7 
(5  deaths).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  27, 
whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  10. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — For  small-pox,  hospital  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  district  ;  other  diseases  isolated  when  required 


in  the  Manchester  and  Hyde  hospitals.  Cases  treated : 
diphtheria  18  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  61  (4  deaths),  enteric 
fever  13  (1  death),  erysipelas  1,  puerperal  fever  5  (3  deaths). 

Grange-over-Sands. — (Area  in  acres,  1,540  ;  Census  Popula¬ 
tion,  1,993). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  George  H. 
Patterson,  M.R.C.S.,  H.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1  000  OF  Population. 

Kate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

r)eath- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Pvespira- 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

AciitG. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1.000 

1909  . 

9-0 

150 

nil. 

301 

TOO 

Births. 

Ill 

1908  . 

12-0 

16-5 

nil. 

2-00 

3-51 

41 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

11-2 

12-4 

0-26 

P94 

1-89 

90 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . - 

—3-0 

—1-5 

nil. 

AlOl 

—2-51 

+70 

Ten  Years'"  Average.- 

— 2-2 

+2-6 

—0-26 

+P07 

—0-89 

+21 

The  general  death-rate,  excluding  deaths  of  visitors, 
equalled  14*0  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Biseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  6. 
Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  nil. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Kendal  Borough  sanatorium 
available.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  3. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Booms  fumigated  8. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Councirs  own  reservoir  in 
Newton-in-Cartmel.  New  trunk  main  to  Grange  Pell  in 
course  of  construction. 

Sewage,  after  subsidence  in  a  tank,  is  discharged  into  the 

sea. 


Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. — Factories  and  workshops  received 
258  visits  ;  10  defects  noted  and  remedied  after  service  of 

notice.  To  abate  nuisances  only  4  notices  were  required. 
Meteorological  statistics  are  appended  to  the  report. 


Great  Crosby. — (Area  in  acres,  1,907  ;  Estimated  Population, 
13,713). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  S.  Limrick, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £60. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Piespira- 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

18-5 

8-9 

0-51 

0-21 

1-82 

Births. 

66 

1908  . 

19-2 

10-7 

0-39 

0-31 

213 

98 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

19-8 

10-8 

0-74 

0'58 

1-86 

100 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—0-7 

—1-8 

+0-12 

— OTO 

—0-31 

—32 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

— P3 

— P9 

— 0-23 

—0-37 

—004 

—34 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  small-pox  2, 
diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  9  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  46, 
enteric  fever  4  (1  death),  erysipelas  13,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal), 
continued  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  : 
measles  3,  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  1.  Small-pox  was 
introduced  by  a  seaman  home  from  the  Mediterranean. 
Schools  closed  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles  and 
mumps. 

Hospital  Accommodation  available  at  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  hospitals.  Cases  treated  :  small-pox  2, 

diphtheria  2,  scarlet  fever  19,  enteric  fever  1,  puerperal  fever 
1  (fatal). 

Disinfection. — Dry  heat  stove  at  Council’s  store Jyard. 
Rooms  fumigated  126. 
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Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea.  During  the  year  31^1 
tests  were  applied  to  house  drains. 

Scavenging  performed  in  an  efficient  manner  by  the 
Council’s  staff. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — One  house  “  let  in  lodgings  ”  was 
found  to  be  overcrowded.  Ten  defects  noted  and  remedied, 
as  the  result  of  87  visits  to  factories  and  workshops.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Wilson)  reports  on  210  nuisances  abated. 
Notices  served  212.  Smoke  observations,  “  many.  ” 
Meteorological  statistics  are  appended  to  the  report. 

Sanitary  requirement.  A  refuse  destructor. 


Great  Harwood. — (Area  in  acres,  2,868  ;  Estimated  Popu¬ 
lation,  14,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  John 


Patchett,  L.R.C.P.E 
Vital  Statistics. 


Birth. 

rate. 

1909  . .  2P2 

1908  .  22-2 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  24-5 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1*0 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 3-3 


;  Salary,  £70. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

10-6 

0-78 

0-42 

2'42 

77 

131 

ITl 

0*44 

2-37 

130 

13-3 

1-30 

0-76 

2-28 

138 

—2-5  - 

—0*33  - 

-002 

+0-05 

—53 

—2-7  - 

—0-52  - 

1 

p 

CO 

~v 

p 

1 — 1 

—61 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  36  (5  deaths),  scarlet  fever  26,  enteric 
fever  1,  erysipelas  11,  puerperal  fever  2  (both  fatal).  Deaths 
from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  2,  whooping  cough  4. 
An  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  in  April  and  continued 
more  or  less  until  the  middle  of  August  ;  3  schools  were 
closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Nil. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  apparatus.  Houses  fumigated  68. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Dean  Clough  reservoir, 
belonging  to  the  Accrington,  &c.,  Water  Board,  which  is 
situated  in  this  district. 

Sewage  undergoes  treatment  by  continuous  precipitation 
and  irrigation  at  the  Claj^ton-le-Moors  and  Great  Harwood 
joint  outfall  works.  A  new  sewer,  one  mile  in  length,  has 
been  constructed  on  the  south  side  of  the  railway. 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  public  abattoir  is  provided. 
Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  some  of  the  farms, 
but  a  number  still  require  more  air-space,  light,  and  ventilation, 
and  many  of  the  farmyards  require  paving.  Privy  middens 
do  not  exist ;  36  “  tank  ”  closets  were  converted  to  water 

closets.  Nuisances  remedied  547.  Smoke  observations  21. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  One  mile  of  new  sewer  laid, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements  Isolation  hospital ;  steam  dis¬ 
infector  ;  refuse  destructor. 
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Haslingden  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  8,196  ;  Estimated 
Population,  20,457). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J .  Hindle, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £75. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

Birth- 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  19-4 

14-2 

1908  . 

.  20  0 

14-2 

JMean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  20-9 

15-2 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 0-6  nil. 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 1‘5  — I’O 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

\ 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-78 

107 

1-41 

108 

0-41 

109 

2-61 

138 

1-43 

0-87 

2-97 

144 

+0-37 

—0-02 

— P20 

—30 

—0-65 

+0-20 

—1*56 

—36 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  15  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  53,  enteric 
fever  14  (2  deaths),  erj^sipelas  15,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal), 
continued  fever  1  death.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  : 
measles  7,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  1.  Scarlet  fever  was 
most  prevalent  May  to  July  ;  September — the  month  after  the 
school  holiday — being  the  only  month  free  from  the  disease. 
The  prevalence  of  measles  during  the  last  quarter  necessitated 
closure  of  several  schools. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  —  Provision  for  small-pox 
(12  beds).  Dr.  Hindle  strongly  urges  his  Council  to  supply 
the  much  needed  want  of  hospital  accommodation  by  hastening 
on  the  suggested  scheme  in  conjunction  with  Rawtenstall 
and  Bacup,  or,  as  an  alternative  by  entering  into  negotiations 
with  Accrington,  as  the  means  at  his  disposal  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  infection  are  quite  insufficient. 
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Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  town’s  yard. 
Eight  schools  and  63  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Clow  Bridge,  Clough 
Bottom,  Crane,  and  Scout  reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Bury, 
&c..  Joint  Board. 

Sewage  treated  jointly  with  Rawtenstall  and  Bacup  at 
Ewood  Bridge  by  precipitation,  continuous  filtration,  and 
land.  Extensions  to  filters  in  progress. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority.  The  difficulty 
of  disposing  of  refuse  is  now  ended,  as  the  destructor  is  com¬ 
pleted  and  in  full  working  order. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  majority  of  the  schools  are 
in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  ;  the  outside  offices  of 
the  Church  of  England  school  are  in  want  of  attention, 
but  plans  for  alterations  have  been  approved.  The  Crane 
National  schools  are  very  unsatisfactory.”  The  conditions 
existing  for  the  inspection  of  meat,  and  the  slaughter-houses, 
are  “  very  far  from  satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  times,” 
and  the  Medical  Officer  again  draws  attention  to  the  desirability 
of  some  action  being  taken  to  bring  the  Borough  into  line 
with  modern  methods.  Lodging-houses  have  undergone 
improvement,  but  better  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
are  needed.  Little  progress  has  been  made  under  the  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  Order,  the  regulations  not  being  enforced. 
Two  privy  middens  and  238  pail  closets  were  converted  to 
the  water-carriage  system.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Hoyle) 
served  170  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  125. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Erection  of  refuse  destructor  ; 
ments.  conversion  of  pail  closets. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital ;  public 

abattoir  ;  enforcement  of  dairy 
&c.,  regulations. 
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Hay  dock.— (Area  in  acres,  2,411  ;  Estimated  Population, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Arthur  Dowling, 
L.R.C.P.  (Edin.)  ;  Salary,  £60. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  33-2 

1908  .  38-9 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  38-3 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 5' 7 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 5-1 


Pkr  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

16-4 

2-60 

0-30 

401 

141 

14-2 

2-31 

0-60 

2-21 

128 

15-9 

3-27 

0-72 

2-84 

147 

+2-2 

+0-29 

—0-30 

+1-80 

+13 

+0-5 

—0-67 

—0-42 

+117 

—6 

Dr.  Dowling  strongly  urges  the  Council  to  adopt  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  to  appoint  a  health  visitor. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  10  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  122  (5  deaths), 
enteric  fever  2  (1  death),  erysipelas  8.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  7,  whooping  cough  10,  diarrhoea 
2.  The  earlier  months  of  the  year  were  marked  by  an  epidemic 
of  scarlet  fever  ;  this  commenced  in  November,  1908,  and 
continued  with  unabated  severity  until  the  end  of  April. 
The  infant  departments  of  all  the  schools  were  closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  St.  Helens  sanatorium 
is  available  ;  13  beds  reserved,  3  for  small-pox,  10  for  other 
diseases.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  42  (3  deaths),  enteric 
fever  2  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Steam  appliances  at  St.  Helens  available  ; 
rooms  fumigated  106. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Rivington  reservoirs 
of  the  Liverpool  Corporation.  In  case  of  emergency  a  supply 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Lyme  Pits,  Haydock. 
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Sewage. — In  April  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Double 
Locks,  Blackbrook,  consisting  of  septic  tanks,  percolating 
and  storm-water  filters,  &c.,  were  completed.  At  Wicken 
Hedge  the  works  consist  of  septic  tank,  bacteria  bed,  &c. 
Both  works  have  given  effluents  of  a  “  uniformly  satisfactory 
nature.”  Several  lengths  of  main  sewer  laid  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  performed  by  the  Council’s 
workmen. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Ninety  back-to-back  and  19  single 
houses  still  exist.  Although  1,594  privy  middens  remain  no 
conversions  took  place.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Dickinson) 
served  112  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Notable  sanitar}^  improve-  Sewage  disposal  works  at  Double 
ments.  Locks  completed  ;  main  sewers 

extended. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Paving  of  streets  and  back 

passages  ;  conversion  of  privy 
middens. 


Heaton  Norris. — (Area  in  acres,  1,619  ;  Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion,  12,173). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  W.  Jordan, 
M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £60  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

13-8 

9-9 

1908  . 

130 

10-6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

14-8 

100 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+0-8 

—0*7 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—10 

— OT 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


0-32 

0*65 

P64 

82 

0-42 

0-59 

1-44 

104 

0*67 

0-58 

1*54 

112 

OTO 

+0’6 

+0-20  - 

—22 

0-35 

+0-7 

+0T0  - 

—30 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1  (fatal). 
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scarlet  fever  40  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  5.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  nil.  In  June  there  was  an  extensive 
outbreak  of  measles,  which,  together  with  influenza,  scarlet 
fever,  and  mumps,  interfered  materially  with  the  attendance 
at  one  of  the  schools,  but  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  close 
it.  “  As  usual  most  of  the  cases  were  in, East  Ward,  owing 
to  its  proximity  to  the  Borough  of  Stockport.” 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  small-pox  hospital  is  pro¬ 
vided  jointly  with  Cheadle  (Cheshire).  For  other  infectious 
diseases  the  Salford  sanatorium  at  Lady  well  is  available. 
Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  10  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  Salford  sanatorium 
used.  Rooms  fumigated  48. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Longdendale 
waterworks,  through  the  Stockport  Corporation. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  con¬ 
tinuous  filters.  Scheme  for  extensions  under  consideration. 
Dr.  Jordan  advised  that  the  whole  of  the  surface  ventilators 
to  the  sewers  be  closed,  being  satisfied  that  they  are  a  public 
nuisance. 

Scavenging  very  satisfactory,  performed  b}^  the  Authorit3^ 

Sanitary  Inspection. — At  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  there 
is  a  “  general  avoidance  of  whitewashing  the  ceilings  of 
shippons  and  of  clearing  the  half-doors  of  fsecal  matter,  which 
is  often  caked  on  in  dense  masses  ”  ;  the  cows,  however,  are 
groomed  better  than  formerly.  Factories  and  workshops 
received  164  visits.  Sixty- two  privies  were  converted  to 
water  closets.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Harrison)  served  151 
notices  ;  nuisances  abated  403.  Smoke  observations  12. 
Meteorological  statistics  are  appended  to  the  report. 
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Heysham. — (Area  in  acres,  1,835  ;  Estimated  Population, 
3,977). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Richard  Herd, 
B.A.,  B.C.  ;  Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

14-8 

130 

0-75 

1-76 

0-25 

Births. 

67 

1908  . . 

140 

10-5 

0-25 

0-75 

0-25 

107 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

19-3 

12-4 

0*72 

0-63 

1-22 

124 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+0-8 

-f2-5 

-fO-50 

+101 

nil. 

—40 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—4-5 

+0-6 

+003 

+113 

—0-97 

—57 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1, 

scarlet  fever  13  (1  death),  enteric  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  2.  Of  the  scarlet  fever 
cases  the  first  3  were  visitors,  who  had  just  come  into  the 
district  ;  the  next  case  was  a  boy,  who  had  been  visiting 
where  scarlet  fever  was  prevalent,  and  the  remaining  nine 
cases  were  directly  traced  to  this  one.  An  outbreak  of 
whooping  cough  occurred  in  the  summer  months. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  small  hospital  is  pro¬ 
vided  :  4  beds  for  small-pox,  4  for  other  diseases.  Cases 
treated  :  scarlet  fever  11  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Lancaster  Corporation  steam  appliances 
available. 


Water  Supply  obtained  from  Lancaster. 

Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Council’s 
workmen.  A  number  of  back  streets  are  in  need  of  attention. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. — The  defects  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  smaller  cowsheds,  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
have  not  yet  been  remedied ;  some  of  the  shippons  are  badly 
paved,  insufficiently  ventilated,  and  have  no  proper  means 
of  drainage.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Miller)  served  18  notices. 


Heywood  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  3,660 ;  Estimated 
Population,  27,275). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  H.  I. 
Hitchon,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Bate  of 
Bespira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
ra-te.  1,000 
Births. 


1909  .  22-6  15-5  0-65  1-35  3-33  84 

1908  .  21  1  17-4  1-99  1-51  2-88  161 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  22-9  18  1  1-94  1-70  362  154 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +1-5  —1-9  —1-34  —0-16  +0-45  —77 


Ten  Years’  Average. — 0'3  — 2'6  ■ — 1'29  — 0'35  — 0  29  — 70 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Birth-  Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate.  rate. 


“  The  appointment  of  a  health  visitor  would  be  of  the 
greatest  service  ”  in  giving  advice  to  mothers  as  to  the  natural 
feeding  of  their  infants.  Fifty-one  per  cent,  of  the  infants 
dying  under  one  year  of  age  were  artificially  fed,  against  72 
per  cent,  last  year  ;  forty-three  per  cent,  died  from  wasting 
diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  11  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  121  (6  deaths), 
enteric  fever  6  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  21  (1  deatl\),  puerperal 
fever  4.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  1, 
whooping  cough  5,  diarrhoea  3.  Scarlet  fever  was  prevalent 
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from  May  to  September,  but  it  was  of  a  very  mild  type.  In 
June,  one  school  had  to  be  closed  owing  to  an  outbreak  of 
measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  small-pox  provision  at 
Birtle — 24  beds — is  above  the  average.  For  other  diseases 
there  is  no  provision.  The  attention  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  called  to  the  lack  of  isolation  accommodation, 
and  they  are  now  “  giving  it  their  careful  consideration.” 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  small-pox  hospital. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Heywood  and  Middleton 
Joint  Board. 

Sewage. — Two  outfall  works — Botany  Bay  :  precipita¬ 
tion  tanks,  continuous  filters,  final  sedimentation  tanks,  and 
storm  filters  ;  Heap  Bridge  :  detritus  tanks,  land,  and  storm¬ 
water  filter.  At  the  first-mentioned  works  the  old  contact 
beds  are  to  be  converted  into  continuous  filters. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 
The  work  of  draining  and  paving  of  back  streets  and  passages 
is  proceeding  very  slowly. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Three  insanitary  houses  were 
closed.  Unsound  food  seized  and  destroyed  amounted  to 
315  lbs.  Factories  received  220  visits,  and  16  defects  noted. 
Canal  boats  examined  numbered  57.  Privies  converted  to 
the  water-carriage  system  75  ;  900  stiU  remain.  “No 

effort  should  be  spared  to  abohsh  the  remainder  of  these 
privies.”  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Robinson)  reports  the  service 
of  563  notices,  the  abatement  of  1,068  nuisances,  smoke  obser¬ 
vations  68,  &c. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Abolition  of  privy  middens  and 

pail  closets  ;  isolation  hospital ; 
public  abattoir. 
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Bindley. — (Area  in  acres,  2,612  ;  Estimated  Population, 
26,660). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Chronnell, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Pee  1,000  OF  POPPLATION. 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
Epidemic  Phthisis  tory  under  1 

Birth-  Death-  Death-  Death-  Death-  year  to 


rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  27*2 

17*5 

1908  . 

.  30*4 

17*6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  34*2 

18*7 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 3' 2  — OJ 

Ten  Years'^  Average. — 7*0  — 1*2 


rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

Births 

2*55 

0*60 

3*67 

176 

1*67 

0*75 

3*45 

158 

3*15 

0*69 

3*88 

179 

+0*88 

—0*15 

+0*22 

+18 

—0*60 

0*09 

—0*21 

—3 

Dr.  Chronnell  says  ere  long  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act  and  appoint  a  nurse.  The 
latter  would  soon  justify  her  appointment  by  “  the  reduction 
of  the  death-rate  she  would  be  able  to  bring  about.” 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  49  (14  deaths),  scarlet  fever  246  (10  deaths), 
enteric  fever  21  (7  deaths),  erysipelas  13,  puerperal  fever  4 
(2  deaths).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles 
22,  whooping  cough  10,  diarrhoea  5.  Scarlet  fever  was  again 
very  prevalent,  the  disease  being  spread  in  many  instances 
by  carelessness  of  parents  in  allowing  infected  children  to 
mix  with  others.  Early  in  the  year  measles  assumed  epidemic 
proportions  in  East  Ward,  and  then  spread  to  all  parts  of  the 
district.  The  infant  department  of  one  school  had  to  be 
closed. 
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Hospital’  Accommodation. — The  small-pox  hospital  at 
Sandy  Lane — 8  beds — was  used  for  the  treatment  of  17  enteric 
fever  cases  (3  deaths).  Consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  received  in  December  to  a  loan  of  £8,300  for  the 
erection  of  an  isolation  hospital  with  12  beds  for  scarlet  fever, 
8  for  enteric  fever,  4  for  diphtheria,  and  an  observation  ward. 
Hindley  is  included  in  the  Wigan  and  District  joint  small-pox 
hospital  scheme. 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus  at 
the  town’s  yard  used  for  the  disinfection  of  3,716  articles. 
Five  schools  and  315  houses  were  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bivington  reservoirs  of 
the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Seivage. — Two  outfall  works — Hindley  Green  :  precipi¬ 
tation  tanks,  continuous  filters,  and  storm  filters  ;  Platt 
Bridge  :  septic  tanks,  double  contact  beds,  and  storm  filters. 

Scavenging  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  The  question 
of  a  refuse  destructor  is  still  under  consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Thirty  insanitary  houses  were 
made  habitable.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  three  schools 
are  not  satisfactory.  Slaughter-houses  are  “  only  fair.” 
Factories  received  484  visits  Very  few  conversions  of  privy 
middens  (2),  or  pail  closets  (13),  took  place,  although  1,664 
of  the  former  and  1,108  of  the  latter  exist  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Southern)  served  324  notices. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  New  pipe  line  and  pump  to  deal 
ments.  with  surface  water  at  Platt 

Bridge. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital  ;  refuse 

destructor  ;  abohtion  of  privy 
and  pail  closets. 
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Horwich. — (Area  in  acres,  3,257  ;  Estimated  Population, 
16,430). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  S.  Sewell,  M.B., 
Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

24-7 

11-5 

1908  . 

26-2 

12-9 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

29T 

13-7 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . • 

—1-5 

—1-4 

Ten  Years'  Average.- 

4-4 

—2-2 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births 

0-79 

0-73 

1-88 

113 

1-23 

0-86 

2-28 

145 

L67 

0-56 

2-65 

132 

—0-44 

—013 

—0-40 

—32 

—0-88 

+0T7 

—0-77  ■ 

—19 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  16  (6  deaths),  scarlet  fever  107  (3  deaths), 
enteric  fever  3  (1  death),  erysipelas  9,  puerperal  fever  2. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  2,  diarrhoea  1. 
An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  year,  the  infant 
departments  of  four  schools  being  closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
provided  jointly  with  Blackrod  and  Westhoughton  at  Fall 
Birch.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  12  (5  deaths),  scarlet  fever 
91  (3  deaths),  enteric  fever  1.  A  temporary  hospital  for  small¬ 
pox  is  provided  at  Red  Moss,  and  this  district  is  associated 
with  neighbouring  Authorities  under  a  County  Council  Order 
for  the  provision  of  a  permanent  small-pox  hospital. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Washington  Lyon’s) 
available  at  Red  Moss  hospital. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  new  reservoir  at 
Marklands. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  precipitation,  sprinkler  filters,  and 
sedimentation. 
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Scavenging  undertaken  by  the  Authority  gives 
satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — During  the  year  a  special  survey 
of  cowsheds  made,  with  the  result  that  considerable 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  lighting,  ventilation, 
paving,  and  drainage.  Three  carcases  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  seized  and  destroyed.  Factories  and  workshops 
received  106  visits,  7  defects  being  found  and  remedied. 
Priv}^  middens  converted  to  the  water-carriage  system 
numbered  63,  but  1,114  of  the  former  still  remain.  The 
Inspector  served  248  notices  ;  nuisances  abated  1,047.  Smoke 
observations  14. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Extension  of  sewers  and  water 
ments.  mains. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Abolition  of  privies  and  pail 

closets. 


Hurst. — (Area  in  acres,  638  ;  Estimated  Population,  7,420). 
— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Albert  Hilton,  L.S.A.  ; 
Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  29-7 

1908  .  28T 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  27-6 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +l‘h 


Ten  Years’  Average. 


Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Bate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

161 

1-34 

0-94 

3-50 

108 

17*4 

2-30 

0-81 

3-38 

216 

17-4 

P70 

1T7 

3*66 

182 

-P3 

—0-96 

+013 

+0-12- 

-108 

-P3 

—0-36 

— 0-23 

—01 6 

—74 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  3  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  52  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  7  (1  death),  erysipelas  5,  puerperal  fever  3  (1 
death).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  5, 
whooping  cough  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — For  small-pox  the  joint 
hospital  (Ashton-under-Lyne,  &c.),  at  Hartshead  is  available. 
For  other  infectious  diseases  no  provision.  “  Great  incon¬ 
venience  often  arises  from  the  want  of  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion.” 


Disinfection. — Thresh’s  apparatus  at  the  joint  small¬ 
pox  hospital. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Swineshaw  and  Green¬ 
field  reservoirs  of  the  Ashton,  &c..  Joint  Board. 

Sewage. — The  whole  of  the  district  is  connected  to  the 
Ashton-under-Lyne  sewers.  Extensive  works  of  sewering  and 
street  improvements,  at  a  cost  of  over  £4,000,  have  been 
carried  out,  and  a  further  scheme,* estimated  to  cost  £8,000,  is 
under  consideration. 

Scavenging  reported  as  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — “  The  utmost  endeavour  is  being 
made  to  bring  all  the  farms  up  to  the  standard  of  the  model 
regulations.”  Factories  and  workshops  received  234  visits. 
Eighty  privy  middens  converted  to  the  water-carriage  system. 
Notices  served  25.  Smoke  observations  94. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewerage  scheme  for  neighbour- 
ment.  hood  of  Hurst  Cross. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital  for  diseases 

other  than  small-pox  ;  refuse 
destructor. 


79 


Huyton-with-Roby. — (Area  in  acres,  3,053  ;  Census  Popu¬ 
lation,  4,661). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  F.  Phillips 
Hunt,  M.D.  ;  Salary,  £30. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

15-6 

12-4 

1908  . 

240 

12-6 

Mean  of  10  vears 

t/ 

1899-1908  . 

25-4 

12-4 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— 8-4 

—0-2 

Ten  Years'^  Average. 

—9-8 

nil. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-42 

0-21 

2-36 

27 

1-50 

0-64 

1-71 

62 

0-83 

0-57 

2-46 

98 

-1*08 

—0-43 

H-0-65 

—35 

-0-41 

—0-36 

— OTO 

—71 

Excluding  the  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the 
district  of  persons  belonging  thereto,  the  death-rate  is  9' 6 
per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  small-pox  1, 

diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  11  (1  death),  scarlet  fever 
14,  enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  1.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable 
diseases  :  whooping  cough  1.  Dr.  Hunt  suggests  that  scarlet 
fever  is  often  spread  by  the  ‘‘  toy  exhibitions  ”  given  in  large 
shops  about  Christmas  time  ;  here  crowds  of  children  mix 
together,  many  of  whom  probably  carry  infection.  The 
small-pox  patient  had,  12  days  before  the  attack,  been  sitting 
with  a  sick  person,  in  another  district,  not  knowing  the  cause 
of  illness  ;  next  day  the  latter  person  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  small-pox.  One  school  was  closed  in  September, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  for  all  purposes  at  the 
Whiston  sanatorium.  Cases  treated  :  small-pox  1,  diphtheria 
2,  scarlet  fever  12. 

Disinfection. — Lyon’s  steam  apparatus  at  Whiston  is 
available. 
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Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  waterworks. 

Sewage,  after  passing  through  settling  tanks,  is  subject 
to  filtration  and  land  irrigation. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner  by  the 
Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  number  of  houses  at  Huyton 
Quarry,  at  present  unoccupied,  omng  to  the  ironworks  being 
closed,  have  got  into  a  very  bad  state,  and  are  not  suitable 
for  habitation.  More  attention  than  formerly  is  now  paid  to 
the  grooming  of  cows,  and  the  cowsheds  are  more  regularly 
whitewashed.  Only  2  privies  were  converted,  although  271 
exist.  Notices  served  4,  smoke  observations  12. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Brooks  cleaned  out. 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Conversion  of  privy  middens. 


Ince-in-Makerfield.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,320 ;  Estimated 
Population,  23,670). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  H. 
Fletcher,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


1909  . 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 


Birth¬ 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

33-8 

19-8 

3-50 

35-9 

17-5 

307 

37-7 

20-9 

3-83 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-38 

6-12 

211 

0-98 

4-27 

183 

0-62 

5-30 

200 

Previous  Year . — 2-1  -|-2'3  +0-43  — 0-60  -fl-85  -f28 

Ten  Years’  Average. — 3‘9  — 1*1  — 0*33  — 0*24  +0’82  +11 


The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is|still  “  under  considera- 
The  death-rate,  infant,  epidemic,  and  respiratory 


tion.” 
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rates  are  higher  than  any  other  district  in  the  Administrative 
County. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup,  17  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  221  (3  deaths), 
enteric  fever  16  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  29,  puerperal  fever  2 
(1  death).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  30, 
whooping  cough  6,  diarrhoea  39.  Scarlet  fever  was  very 
prevalent  throughout  the  year,  especially  in  the  latter  half. 
Measles  also  was  more  than  usually  persistent  from  April  to 
June. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  hospital  containing  13  beds 
is  available  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases.  A  separate 
building,  with  14  beds,  is  set  apart  for  small-pox.  Cases 
treated  :  scarlet  fever  72  (1  death),  enteric  fever  6  (1  death). 
This  district  is  combined  under  County  Council  Order  with 
neighbouring  Authorities  for  provision  of  small-pox  hospital 
accommodation. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital ;  articles 
disinfected  1,263.  Four  schools  and  238  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  partly  from  the  Council’s  deep 
well  at  Golbome,  and  partly  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
reservoir  at  Rivington. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  straining  filters, 
and  continuous  filtration.  An  additional  filter,  with  revolving 
distributor,  has  been  constructed.  The  sewage  of  a  portion 
of  the  district  is  connected  to  the  Hindley  outfall  works. 

Scavenging  carried  out  mainly  by  the  Council’s  employees. 
In  the  Platt  Bridge  district  refuse  removal  is  undertaken  by 
contract. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Sixteen  cottages  have  been  con¬ 
verted  into  through  houses,  and  many  other  houses  put  into 
good  condition.  Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  only  fairly  satis¬ 
factory,  but  there  has  been  some  improvement.  Visits  to 


factories  and  workshops  numbered  213,  canal  boats  examined 
70,  privies  converted  to  water  closets  14  ;  1,485  privy  middens 
still  exist.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Hindley)  secured  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  724  nuisances. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Abolition  of  privy  middens  ; 

paving  of,  common  yards  ; 
adoption  of  Notification  of 
Births  Act. 


Irlam. — (Area  in  acres,  4,620  ;  Estimated  Population,  6,000). 
— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Edwin  0.  Jago,  M.R.C.S.  ; 
Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

25-6 

121 

1908  . 

27-2 

12-5 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 

32- 1 

14-6 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— T6 

—0-4 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

— 6'5 

—2-5 

1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1*83 

0T6 

3T6 

136 

1-45 

nil. 

2-90 

93 

2-33 

0-66 

2-16 

108 

A 

p 

CO 

00 

+0T6 

+0-26 

CO 

—0-50 

—0-50 

+  100 

+28 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  9  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  26,  enteric  fever 
2  (both  fatal),  erysipelas  3.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable 
diseases  :  measles  4,  diarrhoea  4.  Measles  was  prevalent 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  in  consequence  school 
closure  was  resorted  to  in  two  instances. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Salford  Corporation  hos¬ 
pitals  are  said  to  be  available,  2  beds  being  reserved  for 
small-pox,  by  the  payment  of  £40  per  annum.  For  other 
diseases  there  is  no  contract,  and  no  cases  were  removed. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 
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Sewage. — Treatment  :  intermittent  filtration  through 
osier  beds.  The  sewerage  of  a  portion  of  Cadishead  has  been 
completed. 

Scavenging,  carried  out  by  contract,  is  said  to  give 
satisfaction. 

Sanitary  hispection. — Two  houses  condemned  as  unfit 
for  habitation  have  been  put  into  proper  repair.  Cowsheds 
were  found  generally  satisfactory,  the  exceptions  for  the 
most  part  being  those  on  the  mossland,  where  poor  foundations 
lead  to  subsidence,  with  consequent  irregularity  of  flooring 
and  difficulty  of  drainage.  The  Inspector  served  13  notices 
for  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Extension  of  main  sewer  ;  con- 
’  version  of  privy  middens  ; 

disinfecting  appliances. 


Kearsley. — (Area  in  acres,  1,005  ;  Estimated  Population, 
9,800). — Medical  Offlcer  of  Health,  J.  C.  Eames,  M.D.  ; 
Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Pkr  1,000  OF  Population. 


1909  . 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  j^ears 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 

T'en  Years’’  Average. 


Epidemic 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

28-1 

12-4 

1-42 

23-3 

160 

3-28 

27-5 

16-2 

2-73 

+4-8 

—3-6 

—1-86 

+0-6 

—3-8 

—1-31 

.Phthieis 

Death- 

rate. 

Ilespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  tc 
1,000 
Births. 

0*81 

2-85 

108 

102 

215 

192 

0-95 

2-46 

179 

-0-21 

+0-70 

—84 

-0T4 

+0-39 

—71 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  6  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  22,  enteric  fever 
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14  (5  deaths),  erysipelas  3,  continued  fever  2.  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  3,  whooping  cough  2, 
diarrhoea  3.  Referring  to  the  five  deaths  from  enteric  fever, 
Dr.  Eames  remarks  :  “I  can  only  once  again  assign  the 
prevalence  of  privy  middens  as  the  chief  cause,  and  again 
strongly  advise  the  substitution  of  water  closets.”  Measles 
was  prevalent  during  May  and  June,  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  adopt  school  closure. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  retaining  fee  is  paid  for  the 
use  of  3  beds  at  the  Ladywell  sanatorium  belonging  to  the 
Salford  Corporation,  and  for  small-pox  the  Bury,  &c.,  joint 
hospital  at  Ainsworth  available.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria 
1,  scarlet  fever  1. 

Lisinfection. — Washington  Ljmn’s  steam  apparatus  at 
Earn  worth  available.  Sixty-four  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bolton  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  roughing  filters, 
and  single  contact  beds  at  the  main  outfall  works  ;  septic 
tanks  at  Clammerclough  works  ;  and  septic  tank  and  con¬ 
tinuous  filters  at  the  Unity  Brook  works.  A  scheme  for 
extensions  at  the  main  works  has  been  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  continuous  filters  are  under  con¬ 
struction  at  the  Clammerclough  works. 

Scavenging,  as  performed  by  the  Authority,  gives 
satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Several  houses  condemned  as  unfit 
for  habitation  have  been  put  into  proper  repair.  Ventilation 
of  cowsheds  found  defective,  the  openings  intended  for  this 
purpose  being  “  stopped  up  ”  ;  more  attention  is  required 
to  the  grooming  of  cattle.  School  sanitary  arrangements 
have  been  made  good,  but  insufficient  ventilation  and  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  most  of  the  3’ards  still  remain. 
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Factories  and  workshops  received  68  inspections.  Although 
the  privy  midden  system  is  generally  in  vogue,  only  23 
conversions  took  place.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Walsh)  served 
128  notices  ;  nuisances  abated  441. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Substitution  of  water  closets  for 

privy  middens  ;  paving  of  side 
streets  ;  more  houses  with  3 
bedrooms  and  a  bathroom. 


Kirkham. — (Area  in  acres,  857  ;  Estimated  Population, 
3,942). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Benj.  E.  Jones, 
L.R.C.P.  (Edin.)  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

24-3 

16-2 

0-76 

1-52 

2-79 

Births. 

135 

1908  . 

23-7 

18-3 

413 

1-55 

1-29 

184 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

28-1 

17-4 

1-72 

1T4 

2*39 

139 

hicrease  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 

-80-6 

—2*1 

—3-37 

—003 

+1*50 

49 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—3-8 

—12 

—0-96 

GO 

CO 

o 

+ 

+0*40 

—4 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  4,  scarlet  fever  11,  enteric  fever  10  (3 
deaths),  erysipelas  3.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
nil. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  smaU-pox  provided  at  Elswick 
(Fylde,  Preston,  and  Garstang),  and  for  other  diseases  at  Moss 
Side  (Fylde  joint).  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  4,  scarlet  fever 
10,  enteric  fever  7  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — No  proper  apparatus.  Thirty-five  rooms 
fumigated. 
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Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage  runs  to  settling  tanks  at  Freckleton,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  that  from  Wesham,  and  then  into  the  River 
Kibble. 

Scavenging  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Inspector.  A  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable 
land  for  a  refuse  tip.  A  destructor  is  a  necessity. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
National  School  has  greatly  improved.  Only  5  privy  middens 
were  converted,  although  nearly  four  hundred  are  in  existence. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Cross),  since  his  appointment  in  September, 
served  16  notices. 

Sanitary  requirements.  A  refuse  destructor ;  privy  con¬ 
version. 


Lancaster  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  3,506 ;  Estimated 
Population,  excluding  Public  Institutions  44,270). — 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  R.  Parker,  L.R.C.P. 
(Bond.)  ;  Salary,  £220  (including  £20  for  the  Port). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

21-8 

130 

1908  . 

24-0 

12*3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

24-6 

14-0 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . - 

-2-2 

+0-7 

Ten  Years'^  Average 

-2*8 

—10 

Kate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 

1  12  0-88  1-98  104 

1-08  0-81  P54  89 

1*77  1  04  1-98  144 


+0-04  +0-07  +0-44  +15 
— O' 65  — 0T6  nil.  — 40 


Per  1,000  OE  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Eighty-seven  per  cent  of  the  births  were  notified  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  1907.  The  health 
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visitor  paid  2,702  visits  to  houses  where  infants  had  been  bom. 
“  The  use  of  tube  bottles,  wrong  and  wasteful  quantities  of 
milk,  foolish  food  preparations,  quack  medicines,  ‘  dummies  ,’ 
absence  of  fresh  air,  are  some  of  the  mistakes  made  by  mothers.” 
There  was  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  due  to  prematurity. 
“  There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  in  some  measure  the  scarcity 
of  work  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  in  this  matter,  as  some 
mothers  who  usually  go  out  to  work  at  the  mills,  &c.,  have  had 
to  remain  at  home.” 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  15  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  495  (14  deaths), 
enteric  fever  17  (4  deaths),  erysipelas  40  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  3.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  15, 
whooping  cough  12,  diarrhoea  2.  As  in  1908  scarlet  fever 
had  a  very  extensive  prevalence — no  less  than  851  cases  being 
reported  in  the  two  years.  In  three  of  the  enteric  fever  cases — 
all  fatal — there  was  history  of  the  consumption  of  mussels  a 
little  time  before  the  attack.  Measles  prevailed  epidemically 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the  spread,  no  doubt,  being 
assisted  by  the  apathy  with  which  many  parents  regard  this 
disease.  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  23  cases  were 
notified. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  —  Two  separate  hospitals 
provided  :  the  small-pox  hospital  at  Littlefell  contains  16 
beds,  and  the  sanatorium  for  other  diseases  32  beds.  Cases 
treated  ;  scarlet  fever  400  (14  deaths),  enteric  fever  7  (4 
deaths) . 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  sanatorium  ; 
6,840  articles  disinfected. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Corporation  water¬ 
works. 

Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River 
Lune  without  previous  treatment. 
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Scavenging  satisfactory,  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 
Refuse  destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Thirty-nine  insanitary  houses  have 
been  dealt  with,  effecting  a  great  improvement.  Of  the 
2,600  beasts  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir  27  or  T03  per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The 
cowsheds.  Dr.  Parker  reports,  whilst  still  leaving  much  to 
be  desired,  have  been  much  improved.  Visits  (527)  to 
factories  and  w^orkshops  revealed  37  nuisances  or  infringe¬ 
ments.  Of  the  32  canal  boats  examined,  2  did  not  comply 
with  the  requirements.  Mr.  Smith,  the  Inspector,  served 
3,752  notices.  Smoke  observations  13.  Meteorological 
statistics  are  included  in  the  report. 

Port  of  Lancaster. — Two  hundred  and  nine  visits  were 
made  to  vessels  entering  the  Port ;  insanitary  conditions 
existed  in  16  instances. 


Lathom  and  Burscough. — (Area  in  acres,  13,660  ;  Estimated 
Population,  7,817). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  G. 
Laing,  L.R.C.P.I.  ;  Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

1909  . 

260 

12-9 

1908  . 

25-6 

13-7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

27-7 

14-8 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+0-4 

—0-8 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—1-7 

—1-9 

Rate  of 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

012 

0-38 

217 

88 

0-64 

0-38 

2-20 

111 

1-48 

0-82 

2-54 

131 

—0-52 

nil. 

—003 

—23 

P36  - 

0-44 

—0-37 

—43 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  14,  scarlet  fever  98  (1  death),  enteric  fever 
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3,  erysipelas  10.  From  non-notifiable  diseases  :  no  death. 
Scarlet  fever  assumed  the  character  of  an  epidemic  at  the 
beginning  of  July,  and  although  many  of  the  cases  were  at 
once  removed  to  hospital,  it  still  gained  ground  and  spread 
over  almost  the  whole  district.  School  closure  had  to  be 
resorted  to.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  close  the  infant 
departments  of  two  schools  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  the  Urban 
District  of  Ormskirk  (26  beds).  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  4, 
scarlet  fever  58,  enteric  fever  1.  In  addition  there  is  a  small¬ 
pox  hospital  with  10  beds. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  by  pumping  from  two  deep  wells 
in  new  red  sandstone. 

Sewage  treated  at  the  New  Lane  works  by  settlement 
and  irrigation,  and  at  Westhead  works  by  continuous 
precipitation  and  double  irrigation. 

Scavenging  performed  by  contract ;  a  more  regular 
system  of  emptying  ashpits  has  been  adopted  with  good 
results. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  houses  were  closed  and 
demohshed.  Dr.  Laing  suggests  the  adoption  of  latrines  in 
place  of  privies  or  earth  closets  at  the  schools,  when  possible, 
and  also  the  more  frequent  cleansing  of  the  lavatories,  cloak¬ 
rooms,  and  schoolrooms,  especially  the  floors.  Dairy  and 
cowshed  regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district,  but  they  have 
never  been  strictly  enforced,  therefore  the  buildings  are  not 
of  an  up-to-date  character.  One  hundred  and  forty-two 
visits  were  paid  to  the  factories  and  workshops.  Canal  boats 
inspected  numbered  34,  two  infringements  being  noted. 
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There  are  approximately  1,300  privies,  but  only  6  were 
converted.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Burrows)  served  15  notices  ; 
nuisances  abated,  45. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Privy  conversion. 


\ 


Lees. — (Area  in  acres,  203  ;  Estimated  Population,  3,933). — 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Currie,  M.B.  ;  Salary, 


£20. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OE  Population. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 


1909  .  30-2  17-2  0  25  101  3  81  134 

1908  .  31  0  20*8  2  03  1  01  3  30  188 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  26-5  19T  P82  MO  3  80  190 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 0*8  — 3‘6  — 1*78  nil.  +0-51  — 54 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 1*9  — 1*57  — 0*09  -{-O-Ol  — 56 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  16, 
erysipelas  1,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal).  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation.— For  small-pox  the  Oldham 
infectious  hospital  (Strinesdale)  is  available.  For  other 
diseases,  no  provision. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  “  If  necessary  ”  infected 
clothing  is  sent  to  Oldham. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Oldham  Corporation. 

Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Oldham  sewers. 


Birth¬ 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 
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Scavenging,  as  performed  by  contract,  gives  satisfaction. 
A  number  of  streets  and  back  passages  are  in  want  of  paving, 
&c.,  and  application  will  shortly  be  made  for  sanction  to  a  loan 
for  this  purpose. 

Sanitary  Impection. — The  nuisances  coming  under 
observation  were  all  dealt  with.  Two  privies  converted  to 
water  closets,  and  19  to  pail  closets  ;  onl}^  2  privy  middens 
now  remain,  but  there  are  621  pail  closets. 


Leigh  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  6,358  ;  Estimated  Popu¬ 
lation,  4.6,100). —Medical  Officer  of  Health,  E.  E.  Wynne, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £400. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate, 

1909  .  27-5 

1908  . .  28-0 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  31-8 


Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 


Pf.r  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

I'eath- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Kespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

170 

2-78 

1T3 

4-32 

146 

16-4 

2-26 

0-92 

4-06 

159 

17-9 

3T5 

0-99 

3-87 

175 

Previous  Year . — 0  5  +0  6  +0  52  +0  21  +0  26  — 13 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 4*3  — 0-9  —0-37  +0T4  +0-45  — 29 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  59  (13  deaths),  scarlet  fever  291  (6  deaths), 
enteric  fever  25  (6  deaths),  erysipelas  33,  puerperal  fever  2  (1 
death).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  56, 
whooping  cough  13,  diarrhoea  36.  Two  of  the  enteric  fever 
patients  had  partaken  of  mussels  from  a  stall  on  the  Market 
Place  ;  Dr.  Wynne  traced  the  origin  of  the  mussels  to  Dundalk 
Harbour,  and  he  was  informed  that  there  is  undoubtedly 
sewage  pollution  of  the  mussels  in  the  Harbour.  Measles 
was  exceptionally  fatal — 56  deaths.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health  says,  unfortunately,  the  idea  still  persists  that  it  is  a 
trivial  malady,  and  the  practice  of  deliberately  exposing 
children  to  the  infection,  in  order  that  the  whole  family  may 
get  it  over  together  ”  is  still  quite  common.  Under  the 
Tuberculosis  Regulations  26  cases  were  notified — 17,  inmates 
of  the  workhouse.  , 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  for  all  purposes  jointly 
with  Atherton,  &c.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  11  (1  death), 
scarlet  fever  187  (4  deaths),  enteric  fever  11  (5  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus  at 
the  destructor  works.  Houses  (311)  and  schools  (21)  were 
fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Rivington  reservoir  of 
the  Liverpool  Corporation.  A  number  of  cases  of  poisoning 
were  attributed  to  the  action  of  the  water  on  the  lead 
pipes.  On  the  advice  of  Professor  Delepine,  plant  is  being 
laid  down  for  ‘‘  the  purpose  of  treating  the  water  with  a 
definite  proportion  of  sodium  carbonate.” 

Sewage  dealt  with  at  the  Leigh  and  Atherton  joint  out¬ 
fall  works.  Treatment  :  precipitaton  tanks  and  land,  with 
small  area  of  single  contact  beds.  A  large  scheme  for  exten¬ 
sions  has  been  commenced. 

Scavenging  for  the  greater  part  of  the  district  is  now 
performed  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  sanitary  staff, 
instead  of  by  contract,  as  formerly.  The  change  has  resulted 
in  greater  efficiency.  Refuse  destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  thorough  inspection  of  every 
farm  has  been  made,  and  details  of  each  are  given  in  the  report. 
On  the  whole  they  are  improving,  but  many  alterations  will 
have  to  be  insisted  upon  before  the  conditions  can  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory.  Thirty-five  seizures  of  unsound  food  took 
place,  comprising  :  beef  5,262  lbs.,  fish  1,200  lbs.,  fruit  950  lbs., 


93 


tripe  448  lbs.,  rabbits  175,  &c.  Inspections  of  factories  and 
workshops  numbered  532,  and  118  canal  boats  were  examined. 
Eighty-four  privy  middens  were  converted  ;  4,536  still  exist. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Jackson)  served  392  notices  for  nuisance 
abatement.  Smoke  observations,  85. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Cowsheds  improved  ;  treatment 
ments.  of  water  to  prevent  its  action  on 

lead  ;  scavenging  undertaken 
by  the  Authority  in  lieu  of 
contract. 

Sanitary  requirements.  More  rapid  conversion  of  privy 

middens  ;  alterations  at 
sewage  works  ;  adoption  of  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act. 


Levenshulme. — (Area  in  acres,  606;  Estimated  Population, 
19,600). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  E.  Edlix,  M.R.C.S.; 
Salary.  £90  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  24T 

9-6 

1908  . 

.  25*5 

111 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  27-5 

11-2 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1‘4  — P5 

Ten  Years'"  Average. — 3*4  — 1'6 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 

0-35  0-71  1-88  65 

1-39  0-69  1-98  90 

1  19  0-69  1-95  112 


—104  -f002  — OTO  —25 
—0-84  +002  —007  —47 


Per  1,000  oi'  Population, 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


On  the  9th  day  of  November,  1909,  this  district  was 
amalgamated  with  the  City  of  Manchester.  The  ^statistics 
relate  to  the  period  prior  to  that  date. 


94 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  22  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  130  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  8  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  2,  whooping  cough  2. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Arrangement  with  Manchester 
for  all  diseases.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  6,  scarlet  fever  38 
(1  death). 

Leyland. — (Area  in  acres,  3,725  ;  Estimated  Poj)ulation, 
7,400). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  E.  Berry,  L.F.P.S.G.  ; 
Salary,  £40. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
l.OCO 
Births. 

1909  . 

27-0 

15-2 

0-27 

1-21 

3-78 

75 

1908  . 

20-6 

13-3 

1-35 

0-54 

2-43 

202 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

24-9 

150 

ITO 

0-87 

2-94 

152 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+6-4 

+  1-9 

— P08 

+0-67 

+P35- 

-127 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+21 

+0-2 

—0-83 

+0-34 

+0-84 

- i  i 

Infectious  Diseases notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  2  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  4,  enteric  fever  1 
(fatal)  ,  erysipelas  7.  Deaths  from  non -notifiable  diseases  : 

nil. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  the  joint  hospital 
(Chorley,  &c)  at  Heath  Charnock.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet 
fever  3.  For  small-pox  the  Joint  Board  have  an  arrangement 
with  Blackburn. 

Disinfection.— proper  appliances. 

Water  Supply. — The  present  supply  from  Clayton-le' 
Woods  is  very  hard.  The  connection  with  the  Thirlmere 
main  (Manchester)  is  nearly  completed. 
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Sewage. — Treatment  :  settlement  and  irrigation.  The 
Cowling  Lane  district  is  now  connected  to  the  outfall  works. 

Scavenging  efficiently  performed  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Three  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  were  condemned  ;  several  insanitary  premises  have 
been  demolished.  Regulations  under  the  Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  Order  came  into  operation  in  November,  1908  ;  on 
examination  of  the  cowsheds  numerous  defects  were  found, 
such  as  insufficient  light  and  ventilation,  overcrowding, 
defective  drainage,  &c.  The  farmers  have  been  requested 
to  make  their  premises  conform  to  the  regulations.  The 
closet  accommodation  at  some  of  the  factories  is  not 
satisfactory.  Over  850  privy  middens  exist,  but  there  were 
no  conversions  during  the  year.  Notices  served  46, 
nuisances  abated  41. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Abolition  of  privy  middens  ; 

disinfecting  appliances. 

Litherland. — (Area  in  acres,  857  ;  Estimated  Population, 
16,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Thomas  D.  Paddock, 
M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £40  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OE  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

29-6 

12-7 

106 

0-87 

2-50 

Births. 

115 

1908  . 

35T 

14-6 

1-68 

100 

1-50 

122 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

35-7 

150 

2-54 

0-94 

2-68 

148 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—5-5 

—1-9 

—0-62  - 

CO 

1 — 1 

o 

1 

+  100 

—7 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—61 

—2-3 

—1-48  - 

-007 

— 0T8 

—33 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  10  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  70  (1  death), 
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enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  4  (2  deaths).  Deaths  from  non- 
no  tifiable  diseases  :  measles  5,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  7. 
Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  in 
the  spring,  it  was  found  necessary  to  adopt  school  closure. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Bootle  hospitals  are 
available.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  6  (2  deaths),  scarlet 
fever  36  (1  death),  enteric  fever  2. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Washington  Lyon’s) 
at  the  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Mersey. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  described 
as  “  rather  overcrowded.”  Factories  and  workshops  received 
180  inspections — 8  defects  being  discovered  and  remedied. 
Nuisances  dealt  with  included  drains  cleansed  and  repaired 
163,  defective  water  closets  and  fittings  202,  miscellaneous  146. 


Littleborough. — (Area  in  acres,  7,853  ;  Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion,  12,084). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  K.  Pitcairn, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  POPULATION'. 


1909  . 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 
1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 

Ten  Years’  Average. 


Birth¬ 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

18-2 

13-5 

107 

20-6 

12-6 

0-86 

20-9 

14-9 

0-93 

Phthisis 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 

Death- 

Death- 

year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

0-82 

1-82 

Births 

99 

0-77 

215 

83 

103 

2-54 

134 

—2-4  +0-9  +0-21  +005  —0-33  +16 
—2-7  —1-4  +0T4  —0-21  —0*72  —35 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  25  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  27  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  5,  puerperal  fever  1 ,  continued  fever 
L  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  9.  Insani¬ 
tary  conditions  were  found  to  exist  at  many  of  the  houses 
where  diphtheria  cases  occurred.  The  spread  of  scarlet  fever 
was  in  two  or  three  instances  attributed  to  mild  unrecognised 
cases.  Measles  of  a  severe  type  occurred  each  month  from 
January  to  Jul}^,  but  in  August  it  assumed  epidemic  form, 
and  closure  of  various  schools  was  adopted. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
provided  jointly  with  the  district  of  Milnrow  and  Wardle. 
Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  14  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  22. 
Xo  provision  exists  for  small-pox. 

Disinfection. — Singer’s  dry  heat  apparatus  available. 

Water  Supply  mainly  obtained  from  the  Rochdale  Cor¬ 
poration.  Complaints  are  still  received  from  the  outlying 
portions  of  the  district  that  the  water  is  at  times  muddy. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  precipitation  tanks,  continuous 

filters,  and  storm  filters. 

Scavenging,  as  carried  out  by  the  Authority  is,  on  the 
whole,  efficiently  performed.  The  Medical  Officer  again 
draws  attention  to  the  necessity  of  the  provision  of  special 
carts  for  the  removal  of  ashpit  refuse. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  —  Cowsheds  are  generally  clean, 
but  notices  were  required  in  several  instances  where  the  air¬ 
space  was  insufficient  and  the  doors  and  drains  defective. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  139  inspections.  Canal 
boats  inspected  numbered  42.  Notices  served  by  the 
Inspector  148,  smoke  observations  43. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Destructor ;  special  carts  for 

removal  of  ashpit  refuse. 
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Little  Crosby. — (Area®  in  acres,  1,903  ;  Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion,  700). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Edward  Buxton, 
M.D.  ;  Salary,  £10  10s.  (no  claim). 

Vital  Statistics. 


Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth- 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

25*7 

4-2 

1908  . 

17-4 

4-7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

18T 

9-6 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+8-3  - 

0-5 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+7-6  ■ 

— 54 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Heaths 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

nil. 

1*42 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1*58 

nil. 

nil. 

0-17 

0-67 

L40 

83 

nil. 

— 0T6 

nil. 

nil. 

0T7 

+0-75 

—1-40 

—83 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  Cases  notified  :  erysipelas  2. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  nil. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Liverpool  Corporation 
hospitals  are  available. 

Disinfection. — The  apparatus  of  the  Great  Crosby  Urban 
District  Council  may  be  used. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage  of  Little  Crosby  village  flows  into  a  settling 
tank,  and  the  sewers  of  the  Hightown  section  of  the 
district  empty  into  the  River  Alt.  Isolated  dwellings  are 
provided  with  cesspools.  Dr.  Buxton  urges  the  Council  to 
construct  a  sewer  for  St.  George’s  Road,  Hightown,  and  thus 
remove  certain  undesirable  conditions. 


99 


Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — In  the  old  village  of  Little  Crosby 
there  is  a  tendency  to  overcrowding.  One  cottage  was  con¬ 
demned  and  demolished.  There  is  only  one  dairy  and  it  is  in 
fairly  good  condition  ;  no  dairy,  &c.,  regulations.  About  60 
privy  middens  exist  ;  no  conversions  took  place.  Smoke 
observations  14. 


Little  Hulton. — (Area  in  acres,  1,699  ;  Census  Population, 


7,294). — Medical 

Oflicer  of 

Health,  J. 

H.  Marsh, 

L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary, 

£35. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Per  1.000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

28-1 

13-4 

1-23 

1-09 

2-74 

78 

1908  . 

26-4 

150 

2-60 

0-68 

2-87 

139 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

28-8 

14-4 

P88 

0-84 

3-09 

125 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+1-7 

—1-6 

—1-37 

+0-41 

— 0T3 

—61 

Ten  Years’  Average.- 

—0-7 

—1-0  ■ 

—0-65 

+0-25 

—0-35 

—47 

hifectious  Diseases.— Ceises  notified  :  diphtheria  and 

membranous  croup  8  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  64,  enteric  fever 
14  (1  death),  erysipelas  5  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non-notifi- 
able  diseases  :  measles  4,  diarrhoea  2.  East  Ward  was 
mostly  affected  by  the  occurrence  of  scarlet  fever,  “  a  severe 
outbreak  of  some  months’  duration  in  the  adjoining  township 
no  doubt  being  the  cause.”  The  four  deaths  from  measles 
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were  all  of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  To  check 
this  waste  of  child-life  Dr.  Marsh  suggests  “  notification  ” 
of  measles  and  the  “  raising  of  the  school  age.”  The 
voluntary  notification  of  phthisis  is  not  a  great  success,  very 
few  cases  being  reported. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  Earn  worth 
and  Little  Lever.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  2,  scarlet  fever 
40,  enteric  fever  5  (1  death).  For  small -pox  an  arrangement 
exists  with  the  Bury,  &c.,  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Washington  Lyon’s)  at 
the  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bolton  Corporation. 

Sewage  treated  at  two  outfall  works — Ellenbrook  and 
Worsley  Boad  ;  method  of  treatment  :  septic  tanks  and 
continuous  filters.  Dr.  Marsh  draws  attention  to  the  urgent 
need  of  proper  means  of  sewage  disposal  in  several  areas. 

Scavenging  is  still  in  the  hands  of  contractors,  “  and  will 
not  be  efficiently  performed  until  carried  out  by  the  Authorit3\” 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  sanitary  condition  of  some  of 
the  schools  is  only  “  fair.”  Dairies  and  cowsheds  remain  in 
much  the  same  condition  as  formerly,  the  main  defects  being 
insufficient  ventilation,  light,  and  cubic  space.  Next  year 
new  regulations  come  in  force  “  and  the  desired  alterations 
will  then  have  to  be  made.”  Factories  and  workshops 
received  46  visits  ;  8  defects  noted.  Privy  middens  number 
735  ;  only  22  were  converted  during  the  year.  Notices 
served  80,  nuisances  remedied  197,  smoke  observations  11. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Abolition  of  the  privy  system. 
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Little  Lever. — (Area  in  acres,  808  ;  Estimated  Population, 


5,570). — Medical  Officer  of 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £30. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

24-9 

1P6 

1908  . 

28*3 

12*7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

25-9 

16-8 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—3-4 

—11 

Ten  Years’’  Avera,ge. 

—10 

■^5-2 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases 
enteric  fever  2,  erysipelas  5. 
diseases  :  diarrhoea  1. 


Health,  J.  S.  Pickford, 


,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

0T7 

0-89 

3-94 

79 

1-45 

1-45 

309 

96 

3-33 

0-80 

3-91 

168 

— P28 

—0-56 

to 

GO 

o 

+ 

—17 

— 3T6 

+0-09 

+0-03  ■ 

—89 

notified  :  scarlet  fever  5, 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable 


Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  Farnworth 
and  Little  Hulton.  Cases  treated  :  enteric  fever  2.  For 
small-pox  an  arrangement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  Bury 
and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bury,  &c..  Joint  Water 
Board. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  settling  tanks  and  continuous 
filters. 

Scavenging  efficiently  performed  by  the  Council’s 
employees.  Dr.  Pickford  again  draws  attention  to  a  number 
of  streets  which  remain  unpaved,  many  of  them  unsewered, 
and  the  majority  in  a  very  insanitary  condition.  A  large 
number  of  back  yards  are  also  unpaved,  and  in  “a  most 
unwholesome  condition,”  calling  for  urgent  attention. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. — The  houses  in  Canal Row,  pre¬ 
viously  reported  upon,  remain  in  the  same  insanitary  state  ; 
the  closet  accommodation  is  insufficient  and  dilapidated, 
and  “  the  whole  surroundings  as  bad  as  can  be  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view.”  “  The  whole  of  the  houses  should  be  closed 
as  unfit  for  habitation.”  Canal  boats  inspected  39,  infringe¬ 
ments  6.  “  Privy  midden  conversion  has  been  a  dead  letter 

during  the  year.”  At  the  schools  the  objectionable  privy 
still  exists.  Visits  to  factories  38.  Notices  served  75. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Paving  and  sewering  of  streets  ; 

paving  or  flagging  of  back 
yards  ;  abolition  of  privy 
middens,  and  removal  of  the 
gross  insanitary  conditions 
mentioned  in  the  report. 


Little  Woolton. — (Area  in  acres,  1,389  ;  Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion,  1,156). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  Stitaut 
Pethick,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £25. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 


1909  .  12T  4‘3  nil.  0’86  nil.  nil. 

1908  .  21-9  6-4  nil.  nil.  1*83  41 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  18-7  9-6  0-62  P08  P26  113 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 9*8  — 2T  nil.  +0‘86  — 1'83  — 41 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 6-6  — 5-3  — 0-62  — 0-22  — 1*26 — 113 


Birth¬ 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  nil.  Deaths  from 

non-no tifi able  diseases  :  for  the  fourth  vear  in  succession,  nil. 

*/  ' 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — A  retaining  fee  is  paid  for  the 
use  of  2  beds — one  for  small-pox — at  the  Whiston  sanatorium . 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage. — The  central  portion  of  the  district  is  connected 
to  the  sewers.  Treatment  at  the  outfall  works  :  chemical 
precipitation  and  land  filtration.  The  low  l3dng  and  rural 
portion  is  drained  by  means  of  cesspools. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Certain  houses  are  structurally 
antiquated,  with  insufficient  light,  and  inadequate  yard  space. 
Notices  served  5. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Drainage  of  low  lying  portion 

of  district. 


Longridge.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,285  ;  Census  Population, 
4,304). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  George  Jukes, 
L.R.C.P.  (Edin.)  ;  Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


* 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

31-3 

16-4 

2-09 

0-92 

1T6 

125 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

26-0 

16-2 

1T6 

2-55 

1T6 

160 

1899-1908  . 

27*7 

16-7 

1-24 

1*63 

2-69 

133 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+5*3 

+0-2 

+0-93  - 

-P63 

nil. 

—35 

Ten  Years’’  Average. 

+3-6 

—0-3 

+0-85  - 

—0*71 

—1-53 

—8 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  6  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  3,  erysipelas  1, 
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puerperal  fever  1  (fatal).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  3,  diarrhoea  2.  Measles  was  present  in  epidemic 
form  in  April  and  May. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  is  provided  at 
Elswick,  jointly  with  Fylde,  Preston,  and  Garstang,  and  for 
other  diseases  at  Fulwood.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  2. 

.  t 

Disinfection. — No  proper  appliances. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Preston  Corporation 
reservoirs. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  precipitation,  filtration,  and  land. 
New  precipitation  and  detritus  tanks  and  6  new  sludge  lagoons 
have  been  constructed. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  common  lodging-houses  have 
been  reduced  to  one,  which  is  “  well  kept.”  Factories  are 
now  all  provided  with  water  closets,  and  at  one  factory  the 
ventilation  has  been  improved.  Notices  served  97. 


Lytham. — (Area  in  acres,  2,464  ;  Estimated  Population, 
10,210). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  C.  Fisher,  M.A., 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  13*6 

1908  .  13*4 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  16-8 

I  Tier  ease  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +0*2 


Ten  Years’  Average. — 3’ 2 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Eespira- 

tory 

Death- 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
j'ear  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1.000 

11-6 

0’48 

107 

1-95 

Births. 

100 

13-5 

0-39 

0-49 

1-68 

73 

13T 

0-69 

0-87 

1-70 

108 

-P9 

+009 

+0-58 

+0-27 

+27 

-1-5 

—0-21 

+0-20 

+0-25 

—8 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  8  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  24  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  6  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  2.  From  non-notifiable 
diseases  :  no  death.  Scarlet  fever  was  most  prevalent  in 
April,  May,  and  July,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  a 
school  on  this  account,  which,  along  with  the  usual  precautions, 
resulted  in  an  immediate  cessation  of  the  disease.  Of  the 
six  enteric  fever  cases  one  was  attributed  to  eating  cockles, 
one  to  unsound  sausages,  and  one  to  watercress. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  Moss  Side  (Fylde 
joint)  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  and  at  Elswick  for 
small-pox.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  7  (2  deaths),  scarlet 
fever  20  (1  death),  enteric  fever  4  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  provided  at  the  destructor 
works.  Rooms  fumigated  130,  and  articles  disinfected  907. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage  is  discharged  untreated  into  the  estuary 
of  the  River  Ribble  shortly  after  high  water.  The 
rapid  growth  of  the  west  end  portion  of  the  district  has 
resulted  in  too  great  a  strain  being  placed  on  the  main  west 
end  outfall  sewer,  and  a  scheme  for  dealing  with  this  important 
question  is  now  under  consideration. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority.  A  refuse  destructor  is  in  constant  use. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — No  private  slaughter-houses  exist 
in  the  district,  a  public  abattoir  being  provided.  The  carcases 
of  2  beasts  found  to  be  tuberculous,  and  the  affected  parts 
of  two  others,  were  destroyed.  Several  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  as  regards  lighting,  ventilation,  and  air-space 
at  some  of  the  cowsheds,  but  too  little  attention  is  paid  to 
the  grooming  of  cattle  before  milking.  Visits  (224)  to  factories 
and  workshops  revealed  5  defects.  One  hundred  and  fifteen 
privies  and  ashpits  have  been  dealt  with,  78  being  converted 

* 
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to  water  closets,  and  37  entirely  abolished  and  dust  bins 
substituted  ;  about  100  privy  middens  still  remain.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Yates)  served  374  notices  for  nuisance 
abatement. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Conversion  of  privy  middens, 
ment.  ' 

Sanitary  requirement.  New  sewer  for  west  end  portion 

of  district. 


Middleton  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  4,775  ;  Estimated 
Population,  27,750). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Eredk. 
J.  Wheeldon,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  23T 

14-6 

1908  . 

.  22-8 

16T 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  23-9 

17T 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . -f-0’3  — 1'5 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 0*8  — 2-5 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 

0-61  POO  302  113 

P54  1-52  309  153 

P51  P43  3-38  153 


0-93  —0-52  —007  —40 
-0-90  —0-43  —0-36  —40 


Per  1,000  OP  PopcLATiox 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


“  The  working  of  the  Notiheation  of  Births  Act  has  been 
quite  satisfactory,  and  may  be  fairly  credited  with  at  least 
part  of  the  improvement  in  the  infantile  mortality.”  The 
work  of  the  health  visitor  has  had  “  a  very  beneficial  influence 
over  most  of  the  parents  with  whom  she  has  had  to  deal.” 
Half  the  infant  deaths  were  due  to  wasting  diseases  and 
premature  birth. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified:  small-pox  1, 

diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  18  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever 
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20,  enteric  fever  18  (6  deaths),  erysipelas  26  (2  deaths),  puer¬ 
peral  fever  1  (fatal).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  : 
measles  4,  diarrhoea  5.  The  small-pox  case  occurred  in  April, 
the  person  attacked  being  a  cotton  operative.  The  origin  of 
the  di  sease  could  not  be  traced,  and  although  the  probability 
of  its  having  been  conveyed  by  the  cotton  in  the  mill  was 
considered,  there  was  no  evidence  to  support  it,  and  the  fact 
that  no  further  case  arose  makes  this  source  a  very  doubtful 
one.  The  epidemic  of  measles,  which  commenced  in  June, 
1908,  continued  until  February,  1909  ;  the  Borough  was  quite 
free  up  to  November,  when  a  further  outbreak  occurred  at 
Rhodes.  The  Christmas  holidays  checked  its  spread.  The 
institution  of  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis  in  June  last 
has  so  far  been  a  failure. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — By  agreement  the  Marland 
hospital,  belonging  to  the  Rochdale  Corporation,  is  available. 
Cases  treated  :  small -pox  1,  diphtheria  5,  scarlet  fever  2, 
enteric  fever  7  (3  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Thresh’s  steam  apparatus  provided. 
Articles  disinfected  584,  rooms  fumigated  193. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Middleton  and  Hey  wood 
Joint  Board. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment:  precipitation  tanks  and  con¬ 
tinuous  filters.  Alterations  at  the  outfall  works  in  progress. 
The  foul  condition  of  Wince  Brook,  due  to  contamination 
higher  up  the  stream,  is  again  complained  of. 

Scavenging  carried  out  mainly  by  the  Authority  ;  in  the 
outlying  parts  it  is  performed  by  contract.  A  refuse 
destructor  is  in  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — One  house  has  been  closed  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  and  4  back-to-back  houses  were  con¬ 
verted  into  through  houses.  There  are  a  number  of  old 
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cottages  which  ought  to  be  permanently  closed  or  radically 
improved.  Some  of  the  school  playgrounds  are  still  in  an 
unsatisfactory  condition.  One  slaughter-house  has  been 
closed  and  another  condemned.  About  1,165  lbs.  unsound 
food  were  seized  and  destroyed.  Dairies  and  cowsheds  are 
“  not  good,”  the  regulations  being  in  abeyance.  Factories 
received  114  visits  of  inspection.  Of  tlie  17  canal  boats 
examined  2  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements.  Nineteen 
privy  middens  were  abolished  and  pail  or  water  closets 
substituted.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Norton)  served  471  notices. 
Smoke  observations  81,  nineteen  followed  by  legal 
proceedings. 


Milnrow. — (Area  in  acres,  5,198 ;  Estimated  Population, 


8,800). — Medical  Officer  of 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth- 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

,  16-8 

14-5 

1908  . 

21-4 

160 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

19*9 

15-2 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

4-6 

—1-5 

Ten  Years'"  Average. 

—31 

—0-7 

Health,  John  Chadwick, 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Rate  of 
Eespira-  Deaths 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-45 

0-90 

3-29 

94 

1-37 

0-57 

2-63 

144 

1*25 

110 

2-82 

139 

—0-92 

+0-33 

+0-66 

—50 

—0-80  ■ 

o 

O 

-1-0-47 

—45 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  4  (2 
deaths),  scarlet  fever  16  (1  death),  enteric  fever  2,  erj-sipelas  2, 
puerperal  fever  1.  From  non-notifiable  disease  :  measles  1 
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death.  Whooping  cough  was  somewhat  prevalent  during  the 
year,  but  no  death  resulted.  Owing  to  an  epidemic  of 
measles  in  the  spring  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  infant 
department  of  one  of  the  schools. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
provided  jointly  with  Littleborough  and  Wardle  at  Smithy 
Bridge.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  1  (fatal),  scarlet  fever  13 
(1  death). 

Lisinfection. — Fraser’s  portable  hot  air  apparatus 

provided. 

Water  Supply  obtained  mainly  from  the  Rochdale  and 
Oldham  Corporations.  The  outlying  districts  rely  on  springs. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  continuous  filters, 
and  land.  The  sewers -are  flushed  monthly. 

Scavenging  satisfactory,  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — One  house  unfit  for  human 
habitation  was  closed  ;  25  houses  were  improved  by  structural 
repairs,  and  a  number  cleansed.  Two  of  the  old  cowsheds 
have  been  abolished  and  new  ones  erected  ;  the  interiors  of 
4  reconstructed,  and  several  others  improved.  The  water 
supply  at  one  cowshed  was  found  to  be  liable  to  surface 
contamination,  and  this  has  now  been  remedied.  Factories 
and  workshops  received  37  inspections.  Nine  privies  were 
converted  to  pail  closets,  the  latter  now  numbering  1,146. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Jackson)  served  12  notices  ;  nuisances 
remedied  172.  Smoke  observations  12. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  back  -  to  -  back 

houses  and  erection  of  cottaoje 
property  ;  abolition  of  privies. 
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Morecambe  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  1,801  ;  Estimated 
Population,  14,654). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  W. 
Watterson,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £50  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1.000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 
’  Death- 
rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

1909  . 

14-8 

10-9 

0-34 

1T6 

1-22 

96 

1908  . 

15-6 

131 

0-40 

0-54 

T77 

91 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

18-2 

13-5 

0-93 

0-74 

1-77 

133 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—0-8 

— 2-2 

—006 

AO-62  - 

—0-55 

-fs 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—3-4 

—2-6 

—0-59 

+0-42  - 

-0-55 

—37 

If  the  deaths  of  “  visitors  ”  were  excluded  the  death-rate 
would  be  8-9  per  1,000.  Thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  infant 
deaths  were  amongst  children  under  the  age  of  1  month,  and 
95  per  cent,  under  seven  months  ;  43  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
of  children  were  due  to  wasting  diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  10  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  22,  enteric  fever 
3  (1  death),  erysipelas  6  (1  death),  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal). 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  3. 
Eighty-one  per  cent,  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  were  isolated  in 
hospital  ;  a  number  of  the  attacks  occurred  amongst  persons 
just  arriving  in  the  town.  Measles  invaded  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  1908,  and  left  traces  on  the  first  month  of  1909, 
so  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  close  the  school  at  Bare  for 
four  weeks.  The  infant  department  of  one  school  had  to  be 
closed  in  September,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  whooping 
cough.  Dr.  Watterson  advises  compulsory  notification  of 
the  latter  disease,  and  the  adoption  of  stringent  measures 
against  those  who,  with  marked  nonchalance,  take  infected 
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children  into  public  places.  He  also  suggests  the  inclusion 
of  phthisis  in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases. 

Hospital  Accommodation  consists  of  two  blocks,  the 
upper  with  10  beds  and  1  cot,  intended  for  small-pox  ; 
the  lower  with  25  beds  and  2  cots  for  scarlet  fever.  There  is 
a  prospect  of  accommodation  shortly  being  available  for 
diphtheria  or  enteric  fever.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  1, 
scarlet  fever  18. 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus,  used 
38  times.  Rooms  fumigated  140. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  springs  in  the  millstone  grit. 

Sewage. — An  increasing  amount  of  sewage  passes  to 
the  pumping  house  and  closed  septic  tank  ;  the  remainder 
is  allowed  to  flow  into  the  sea.  A  large  number  of  drains 
have  been  tested. 

Scavenging  well  performed  by  the  Council’s  employees. 
A  refuse  destructor  is  in  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  slaughter-houses  are,  in  the 
main,  satisfactory,  but  a  small  public  abattoir  would  be  of 
much  value.  “  More  cowsheds  have  been  raised  up  to  regula¬ 
tion  requirements.”  Factories,  workshops,  and  domestic 
workshops  received  307  visits  of  inspection,  and  a  number  of 
minor  defects  were  observed  and  subsequently  remedied. 
Twenty-four  privy  middens  abolished  ;  338  remain  to  be  dealt 
with.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Lamb)  secured  the  abatement  of 
538  nuisances.  Smoke  observations  5.  Meteorological 
statistics  are  appended  to  the  report. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Additional  connections  to  new 
ment.  sewerage  S3^stem,  thus  reducing 

pollution  of  foreshore. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Completion  of  new  sewerage 

system  ;  re-arrangement  of 
hospital  ;  public  abattoir. 
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Mossley  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  3,622  ;  Estimated 
Population,  13,937). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J. 
Healey,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £50  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


1 

Per  1,000  OF  Population 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  tO' 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

21-3 

15-6 

0-86 

T21 

2*87 

97 

1908  . 

23-3 

17*5 

108 

T29 

3-83 

114 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

20-9 

15-9 

110 

109 

3T6 

128 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—2-0 

— P9 

—0-22 

—0-08 

—0-96 

—17 

Ten  Years'  Average.  pOA 

—0-3 

—0-24 

+0T2 

—0-29 

—31 

Infections  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  6  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  53  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  3  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  5  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  2  (both  fatal).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  2,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  3.  An  outbreak  of 
measles  occurred  at  one  of  the  schools  in  June,  and  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  adopt  closure.  It  was  also  found 
necessary  to  close  the  infant  department  of  a  school  in 
Roughtown  in  January,  owing |to|an|epidemic  of  mumps. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  farm  house  at  May  Hills  is 
fitted  up  as  a  small-pox  hospital — 8  beds.  There  is  no  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  isolation  of  other  infectious  diseases. 

Disinfection. — The  Delepine  Thresh  steam  apparatus 
provided  at  the  sewage  works  was  used  for  the  disinfection  of 
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581  articles.  All  the  schools  in  the  Borough  are  disinfected 
once  every  week. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Swineshaw  and  Yeoman 
Hey  reservoirs.  At  the  former  reservoir,  which  supplies 
the  greater  portion  of  the  town,  the  water  is  treated 
with  whiting  to  counteract  plumbo -solvency.  No  cases  of 
lead  poisoning,  due  to  the  water  supply,  came  to  notice 
during  the  year. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  continuous  filters, 
and  storm  tanks.  The  sewage  works  have  been  considerably 
enlarged  during  the  year,  and  4|  acres  of  land  purchased,  on 
which  have  been  constructed  18  large  filters.  The  new 
sewer  in  Roughtown  has  been  completed,  and  house  con¬ 
nections  made. 

Scavenging  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — About  half  the  property — 1,557 
houses — in  the  town  has  undergone  inspection.  Attention 
is  drawn  to  the  want  of  proper  paving  or  flagging  of  the  areas 
at  the  back  of  many  rows  of  cottages,  which  would  be  a  distinct 
benefit  to  the  sanitary  state  of  these  places.  Many  of  the 
cowsheds  are  said  to  be  in  very  poor  condition  as  regards 
drainage,  lighting,  and  ventilation.  Factories  and  workshops 
received  70  visits.  Pail  system  mostly  in  vogue,  only  9  privy 
middens  in  outlying  places  remain.  The  Inspector  (Mr. 
Buckley)  served  114  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  124. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Enlargement  of  sewage  works  ; 
ments.  completion  of  Roughtown 

sewer. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Paving  or  flagging  of  areas 

common  to  rows  of  cottages. 
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Much  Woolton. — (Area  in  acres,  792  ;  Census  Population, 
4,731). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Charles  V.  Vereker, 
L.R.C.P.I.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 

\ 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

P^espira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Plate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

24-5 

12*6 

105 

1-26 

2-74 

60 

1908  . 

200 

13'3 

0*63 

1-26 

1-90 

94 

Mean  of  10  vears 

1899-1908  . 

24-8 

151 

1-82 

110 

3-28 

113 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+4-5 

—0-7 

+0-42 

nil. 

+0-84 

—34 

Ten  Years'"  Average. 

—0-3 

—2-5 

—0-77 

+0T6 

—0-54 

—53 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  5  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  4  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles 

1. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Two  beds  are  retained  at  the 
Whiston  sanatorium.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  3  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Fraser’s  hot  air  apparatus  provided. 
Houses  fumigated  18. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage  of  western  portion  of  district  flows  into  the  Liver¬ 
pool  sewers  at  Garston,  and  that  of  the  eastern  portion  is 
dealt  with  on  a  farm  at  Halewood  by  broad  irrigation. 

Scavenging  carried  out  efficiently  by  the  Council’s 
employees. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — One  cowshed  was  found  to  be  in  an 
insanitary  condition  and  unfit  for  its  purpose  ;  a  new  building 
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was  erected.  Factories  and  workshops  received  70  visits. 
Fifty-nine  privy  middens  converted  to  the  water-carriage 
system.  Notices  served  81,  nuisances  remedied  177. 


Nelson  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  3,466 ;  Estimated 

Population,  41,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  P. 

* 

Millar,  M.D.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 

Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

18-0 

9-8 

0-34 

0-46 

2-36 

88 

1908  . 

20-7 

no 

0-58 

0-81 

2-45 

117 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

2P8 

11-9 

114 

0-81 

2-62 

131 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . ■ 

—2-7 

— P2 

—0-24 

—0-35 

—0-09 

—29 

Ten  Years’  Average.- 

—3-8 

—21 

—0-80 

—0-35 

—0-26 

—43 

The  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  is 
receiving  the  consideration  of  the  Council.  A  District  Nursing 
Association  has  been  inaugurated  ;  one  nurse,  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  is  doing  good  work. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  8  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  241  (7  deaths), 
enteric  fever  6,  erysipelas  14,  puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  4,  diarrhoea  1.  The  majority 
of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  in  the  closing  months 
of  the  year.  As  a  result  of  the  examination  of  the  scholars 
of  the  infant  department  of  one  of  the  schools,  a  child  was 
found  in  attendance  while  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  in  the 
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early  stage  ;  a  number  of  others  showed  some  suspicious 
symptoms,  and  were  at  once  excluded. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  provided  at 
Catlow — 32  beds.  By  arrangement,  cases  of  other  infectious 
disease  occasionally  taken  to  the  Burnley  sanatorium.  Very 
few  cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  4.  ’ 

Disinfection. — The  steam  apparatus  at  the  destructor 
works  was  used  for  the  disinfection  of  2,126  articles  of  clothing, 
bedding,  &c.,  and  230  rooms  were  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  reservoirs  at  Coldwell, 
Ogden,  and  Black  Moss.  The  work  in  connection  with  the 
new  reservoir,  commenced  in  1908,  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  septic  tanks,  sprinkler  filters, 
sedimentation  tanks,  and  filters.  Application  has  been  made 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow 
£15,000  for  new  sewer  and  completion  of  works. 

Scavenging,  as  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen, 
gives  satisfaction  ;  7,328  tons  of  ashes  and  refuse  were  burnt 
at  the  destructor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  Medical  Olficer  recommends 
the  Council  to  consider  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a  public 
abattoir,  as  the  existing  slaughter-house  accommodation  is 
insufficient,  and  does  not  afford  adequate  facilities  for  super¬ 
vision.  Two  seizures  of  unsound  meat  were  made,  and  in  one 
instance  legal  proceedings  were  instituted,  and  a  fine  of  £10 
and  costs  imposed.  Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops 
numbered  155  ;  defects  discovered  24.  The  Inspector  (Mr. 
Priestley)  served  124  statutory  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied 
520.  Smoke  observations  21. 


Sanitary  requirement. 


Public  abattoir. 
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Newton- in- Makerfield. — (Area  in  acres,  3,105;  Estimated 
Population,  20,714). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Harold 
E.  Watkins,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

25-2 

13-6 

1-49 

1-25 

3-04 

118 

1908  . 

27T 

11-3 

1-78 

0-79 

1-53 

102 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

31-5 

14-5 

2-10 

0-82 

2-88 

137 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—1-9 

4-2-3 

— 0*29 

+0-46 

-fl-51 

+16 

Ten  Years'"  Average. 

—6-3 

— -0-9 

—0-61 

+0-43 

+0-16 

—19 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  58  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  104  (5  deaths), 
enteric  fever  24  (4  deaths),  erysipelas  45  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  3  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non -notifiable  diseases  : 
measles  7,  whooping  cough  3,  diarrhoea  8.  During  the  first 
three  quarters  of  the  year  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever, 
enteric  fever,  and  diphtheria  existed ;  the  last-named  was 
endemic  in  the  Town  Hall  and  Viaduct  Wards,  which  have 
a  cold  and  damp  subsoil,  but  not  a  single  case  occurred  in  the 
wards  with  a  subsoil  of  sand  or  sandstone.  In  the  outbreak 
of  enteric  fever,  three  cases  were  sporadic,  and  their  origin 
could  not  be  traced,  whilst  the  others  originated  from  a  case 
in  a  neighbouring  district,  and  produced  a  localised  epidemic 
within  a  radius  of  about  100  yards.  Measles,  whooping  cough, 
and  influenza  were  prevalent  at  different  periods,  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closure. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — For  small-pox  an  arrangement 
exists  with  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  and  ordinary  infectious 
diseases  are  removed  to  Warrington.  Cases  treated  :  diph¬ 
theria  21  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  29  (2  deaths),  enteric  fever  21 
(3  deaths).  Notice  has  been  given  by  the  Corporation  of 
Warrington  to  terminate  their  agreement,  and  the  Council 
propose  to  erect  an  isolation  hospital,  a  site  having  been 
selected  and  approved  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  appliances.  Looms  disinfected 
numbered  647. 

Wate7'  Supply  obtained  from  the  Council’s  own  water¬ 
works. 

Sewage  undergoes  treatment  at  two  works — Central  and 
West  End.  MiUingford  Brook  is  still  unsatisfactory,  owing 
partly  to  sewage  pollution  from  a  neighbouring  district. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
employees.  As  the  present  tipping  site  is  gradually  nearing 
its  end,  means  for  disposal  of  dry  refuse  will  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  near  future. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  public  abattoir  is  provided. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  241  inspections  ;  only  3 
defects  were  found.  The  closet  accommodation  of  the  district 
is  chiefly  on  the  pail  system.  Fifteen  privies  were  abolished 
and  pail  or  water  closets  substituted  ;  465  privies  stiU  exist. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Ashcroft)  served  181  notices  ;  nuisances 
abated  340. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital ;  refuse  destruc¬ 
tor  ;  extension  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  works  ;  abolition  of  the 
privy  system. 
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Norden. — (Area  in  acres,  5,358 ;  Estimated  Population, 
4,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  Hirst  Batema^i, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per  1,000  op  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

18-2 

142 

025 

0*50 

1-25 

68 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

20-5 

13*7 

0-75 

0*50 

200 

73 

1899-1908  . 

20-2 

14-5 

100 

0-85 

2-40 

128 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—2-3 

+0-5 

—0-50 

nil. 

—0-75 

—5 

Ten  Years'^  Average. 

—20 

—0-3 

—0-75 

—0*35 

—115 

—60 

Referring  to  the  deaths  of  infants  from  congenital  defects, 
Dr.  Bateman  says  much  good  would  follow  the  compulsory 
registration  of  stiU-births,  so  that  the  health  authorities 
might  know  the  sum  total  of  the  wastage  of  child-life  due  to 
congenital  causes. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified :  diphtheria  1, 

scarlet  fever  3.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  farmhouse  has  been  con¬ 
verted  into  a  smaU-pox  hospital,  with  4  beds.  Eor  other 
diseases,  no  provision. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Heywood  and  Middleton 
Water  Board. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  septic  tanks,  continuous  filters, 

and  storm  filters. 
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Scavenging. — A  small  charge  is  made  by  the  Authority 
for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  ;  the  householders  in  increasing 
numbers  are  arranging  for  this  work  to  be  done  by  the 
Council’s  employees. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  condition  of  dairies  and 
cowsheds  “  leaves  much  to  be  desired  ”  ;  the  regulations  are 
not  strictly  enforced.  Thirty-eight  visits  were  made  to 
factories  and  workshops.  “No  progress  has  been  made  in 
clearing  away  those  nuisances — the  privy  middens — from  the 
populous  portion  of  the  district  ;  they  constitute  a  very  real 
danger  to  health.”  Notices  served  4  ;  smoke  observations  6. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Abolition  of  privy  middens  and 

cesspools ;  scavenging  of  the 
whole  of  the  district  by  the 
Authority. 


Ormskirk. — (Area  in  acres,  574  ;  Census  Population,  6,857) 
— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  William  Anderton, 
F.R.C.S.E.  ;  Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate- 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.-  rate. 

Eespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  f 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

250 

160 

0-43 

1-45 

2-33 

81 

1908  . . 

Mean  of  10  vears 

27-7 

17-0 

0-58 

1T6 

2-91 

94 

1899-1908  . 

30-1 

18-7 

1-06 

1*48 

3-91 

124 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . • 

—2-7 

—1-0 

—0-15 

+0-29 

—0-58 

—13 

Ten  Years'^  Average.- 

— 5*1 

—2-7 

—0-63 

—0*03 

—1-58 

—43 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  13, 
enteric  fever  1  (fatal),  erysipelas  7  (2  deaths).  Deaths  from 
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non-notifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  2.  The  number  of  notifica¬ 
tions  are  below^’any  previous  year.  Under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  three  cases  were  notified. 
The  Council  adopted  Dr.  Anderton’s  recommendations  re 
these  "cases,  viz.,  the|distribution  of  cards  of  instruction,  the 
provision "  of  {spitting  flasks,  and  the  fumigation  of  houses 
recently  occupied  by  phthisical  persons. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  Lathom 
and  Burscough  at^Green  Lane  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
(26  beds),  and  at  Burscough  for  small-pox  (10  beds).  Cases 
treated  :  scarlet  fever  12. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  provided  at  the  Green 
Lane  hospital. 

Water  obtained  from  springs  in  the  deep  sand¬ 

stone. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  settlement,  irrigation,  and  filtra¬ 
tion.  An  application  waspnade  for  sanction  to  borrow  £750 
for  an  additional  main  sewer. 

Scavenging  carried  out  efficiently  by  the  Council’s  work¬ 
men.  The  erection  of  a  refuse  destructor  is  quickly 
approaching  completion. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  courts  are  regularly  cleaned 
and  swept,  and  the  drains  flushed  and  disinfected.  Now  that 
the  obstructive  building  scheme  is  completed  there  is  a  very 
great  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  courts.  One 
underground  bakehouse  has  been  re-occupied,  the  necessary 
structural  alterations  having  been  made.  Visits  to  factories 
and  workshops  totalled  135  ;  sixteen  notices  required  for 
defects.  Privy  middens  number  690  ;  only  10  were  con¬ 
verted.  Notice  served  39,  nuisances  remedied  50. 
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Orrell. — (Area  [in  acres,  1,617  ;  Estimated  Population, 
6,015). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Kenneth  Eraser, 
M.B.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

35-2 

17-2 

1908  . 

29-2 

17-4 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

34- 1 

170 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . 

+60 

—0-2 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+11 

+0-2 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 

2- 16  0-83  4-15  165 

3- 65  1-49  2-99  221 

300  0-86  300  161 


—1-49  —0-66  +1  16  —56 
—0-84  —003  +1  15  +4 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

1 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


The  district  nurse  is  notified  by  midwives  whenever  a 
birth  takes  place  in  their  practice,  and  she  then  “  instructs 
the  mothers  in  the  proper  nurturing  and  upbringing  of  their 
children.” 


Infectious  Diseases.  Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  2,  scarlet 
fever  49  (2  deaths),  enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  11  (1  death), 
puerperal  fever  2  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable 
diseases  :  measles  5,  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  5. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Nil.  Orrell  is  combined 
under  a  County  Council  Order  with  neighbouring  districts 
for  the  provision  of  a  small-pox  hospital.  The  question  of 
an  isolation  hospital  for  other  diseases  and  the  provision  of 
disinfecting  appliances  is  “  exercising  the  attention  of  the 
Council  at  present.” 

Disinfection. — No  proper  appliances.  Houses  fumigated  21. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Bispham  reservoir,  belonging 
to  the  Wigan  Corporation. 
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Sewage  is  conveyed  to  the  Wigan  Corporation  sewers  at 
Gathurst. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  cowsheds,  on  the  whole,  are 
clean,  but  the  drainage,  light,  and  ventilation  in  some  are 
not  satisfactory  ;  these  premises  are  not  subject  to  regulations. 
Little  has  been  done  towards  the  conversion  to  the  water- 
carriage  system  of  privy  middens  ;  1,008  still  exist.  Mr. 

Farrimond,  the  Inspector,  secured  the  abatement  of  111 
nuisances. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital  ;  disinfecting 

appliances. 


Oswaldtwistle. — (Area  in  acres,  4,885  ;  Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion,  15,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  E.  Townley, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £60. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  23-6 

1908  .  25-2 

Mean  of  10  vears 

1899-1908  .  25-4 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1’6 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 1-8 


Per  1,000  O.E  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

14-8 

0-80 

0-40 

3-26 

115 

14-6 

1-26 

0-60 

2-33 

134 

16-3 

1*53 

0-73 

3-33 

162 

+0-2 

0-46  - 

-0*20 

+0-93 

—19 

—1-5 

—0-73  - 

-0-33 

—007 

—47 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  11  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  96  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  9  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  9.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  6.  Scarlet 
fever  prevailed,  the  epidemic  reaching  its  height  in  the  month 
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of  June.  Owing  to  the  rapid  extension  of  the  disease  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  close  two  shops,  there  being  strong 
evidence  that  they  were  causing  the  infection  to  spread. 
The  need  for  an  isolation  hospital  has  been  keenly  felt  during 
the  outbreak  ;  in  numerous  instances  two,  three,  and  even 
four  cases  occurring  in  cottage  houses,  where  proper  isolation 
was  altogether  impossible. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  The  only  provision  is  for 
small-pox — 10  beds. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  provided  at  the  gas 
works.  Houses  fumigated  105.  On  several  occasions  all 
the  schools  were  thoroughly  disinfected. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Jackhouse  and  Cobbs’ 
reservoirs  situate  in  the  district.  In  addition  there  is  a 
separate  reservoir  for  Belthorn  village. 

Sewage. — Treatment  consists  of  {a)  septic  tanks,  sprinkler 
filters,  followed  by  irrigation,  or  contact  beds  or  filtration  ; 

(5)  settlement  and  storm  filters.  The  Local  Government 

» 

Board  sanctioned  the  expenditure  of  £2,600  for  extensions 
at  the  sewage  works,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  work  has 
been  carried  out,  additional  sprinklers  and  filters  having 
been  laid  down.  The  question  of  the  sewerage  of  Belthorn 
is  still  in  abeyance. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  employees  of  the  Council 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  Medical  Officer  remarks 
‘‘  the  time  has  come  when  the  Council  ought  to  consider  the 
provision  of  a  refuse  destructor.” 

Sanitary  Inspection. — One  case  of  overcrowding  came 
under  notice  and  received  attention.  A  public  abattoir  is 
provided.  In  many  of  the  cowsheds  the  air  space  is 
insufficient,  and  the  ventilation  and  lighting  bad.  A  S3^stema- 
tic  inspection  of  these  premises  is  being  carried  out,  and 
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the  Council  have  issued  a  circular  letter  drawing  attention  to 
the  regulations  with  regard  to  periodic  cleansing,  white¬ 
washing,  &c.  Factories  and  workshops  received  112  inspec¬ 
tions,  15  defects  being  observed.  Many  old  privies 
still  exist,  but  they  are  gradually  undergoing  conversion, 
39  being  abolished  during  1909  and  water  closets  substituted. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Rawling)  served  168  notices  ;  nuisances 
remedied  131.  Smoke  observations  5. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital  for  ordinary 

infectious  diseases  ;  refuse 
destructor. 


Padiham. — (Area  in  acres,  970  ;  Estimated  Population, 
13,900). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  N.  R.  Dharmavir, 
F.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £50. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

24-6 

14-8 

1908  . 

260 

16-3 

Mean  of  10  years  . . 

1899-1908  . 

25-8 

16-5 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—1-4 

—1-5 

Ten  Years'"  Average. 

— P2 

—1-7 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Bespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Birtlis. 

0-35 

107 

2-66 

154 

P43 

0-64 

3-58 

165 

P48 

0-89 

2-91 

187 

-108 

+0-43 

—0-92 

—11 

-1T3 

TOT  8 

—0-25 

—33 

In  considering  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  the  Health 
Committee  thought  there  was  not  sufficient  scope  for  the 
services  of  a  health  visitor,  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to 
drop.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  infant  deaths  were  due 
to  prematurity,  and  28  per  cent,  to  causes  indicative  of  faulty 
feeding. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  ;  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  20,  scarlet  fever  14  (I  death),  enteric  fever 
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3,  erysipelas  5  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  : 
whooping  cough  4.  One  of  the  enteric  fever  attacks  was 
attributed  to  the  consumption  of  ice  cream  whilst  on  holiday. 
Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  11  cases  were  notified. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  jointly  with  Burnley, 
&c.,  for  all  purposes.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  2,  scarlet 
fever  4,  enteric  fever  2. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  appliances.  An  arrangement 
was  made  some  years  ago  to  use  the  Burnley  steam  apparatus, 
but  this  has  not  been  taken  advantage  of,  except  during  an 
outbreak  of  small -pox. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  moorland  on  the  south  side 
of  Pendle  Hill. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  continuous  precipitation  and 
irrigation.  A  scheme  for  additional  tanks  and  contact  beds 
has  been  approved,  and  sanction  is  being  sought  to  a  loan  of 
£4,300. 

Scavenging  efficiently  performed  by  the  Authority.  The 
refuse  destructor  consumed  2,819  loads. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — In  the  older  part  of  the  district 
the  streets  are  generally  narrow,  and  there  are  also  a  number 
of  dark  alleys,  cellar  dwellings,  and  back-to-back  houses. 
Nine  dilapidated  dwellings  were  closed.  Schools  are  mostly  old, 
but  in  good  sanitary  condition.  Some  of  the  slaughter-houses 
are  in  close  proximity  to  dwellings.  Regulations  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order 
came  into  operation  on  May  1st,  1909.  A  special  inspection 
of  farm  premises  Avas  made,  and  some  of  the  shippons  Avere 
found  to  be  “  filthy,  ill- ventilated,  ill-lit,  Avith  broken  up  and 
defective  floors  soaked  with  stinking  semi-solid  filth,  and 
Avithout  a  properly  constructed  drain.”  Milking  in  some 
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cases  is  carried  out  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  manner.  Per¬ 
sistent  vigilance  and  systematic  supervision  will  be  necessary. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  202  visits.  Only  3  privy 
middens  exist,  but  there  are  1,503  pail  closets  ;  very  few  (13) 
of  the  latter  were  converted.  Notices  served  148  ;  nuisances 
abated  286.  Smoke  observations  72. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Attention  to  insanitary  houses  ; 

enforcement  of  cowshed  regula¬ 
tions  ;  disinfecting  appliances. 


Poulton-le-  Fylde.  —  (Area  in  acres,  915  ;  Estimated  Popu¬ 
lation,  2,700). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James 
Anderson,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OP  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

211 

140 

0-37 

nil. 

1-85 

Births. 

157 

1908  . 

19-6 

14-5 

0-78 

0-39 

117 

200 

Mean  of  9  years 

1900-1908  . 

231 

131 

0-38 

0-84 

P05 

113 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+1-5 

—0-5 

—0-41  - 

-0-39 

+0-68  • 

—43 

Nine  Years'^  Average — 2-0  -fO‘9  —0-01  — ^0'84  -|-0'80  +44 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  4,  scarlet 
fever  14,  enteric  fever  1  (fatal).  Deaths  frommon-notifiable 
diseases  :  nil. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
provided  at  Moss  Side  (Fylde  joint),  and  for  small-pox  at 
Els  wick.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  1,  scarlet  fever  9,  enteric 
fever  1. 

Disinfection. — No  proper  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 
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Sewage  flows  by  gravitation  into  the  tidal  portion  of  the 
River  Wyre  at  Skippool. 

Scavenging  satisfactory,  as  performed  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  few  of  the  cowsheds  are  struc¬ 
turally  defective.  Notices  served  69  ;  nuisg,nces  remedied  129. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Further  street  paving  and 

draining. 


Preesall- with- Hackinsall.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,232;  Esti¬ 
mated  Population,  1,995). — Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
W.  H.  Robinson,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OP  POPUL.4TION. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Bate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 

Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 

Births. 

1909  . 

24-5 

10-5 

0-50 

nil. 

1-50  61 

1908  . 

20-9 

12-2 

0-51 

0-51 

1-53  170 

Mean  of  9  years 

1900-1908  ...... 

Increase  or  Decrease 

25-7 

12-3 

1-08 

0-54 

1-73  61 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+3-6 

—1*7 

—001  - 

-0-51 

—003—109 

Nine  Years'  Average 

—1-2 

— 1-8 

—0-58  - 

-0o4 

-0-23  nil. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  1, 
enteric  fever  3  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  : 
nil. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — Small-pox  is  treated  at  the 
joint  hospital  at  Elswick,  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  sending  cases  of  other  diseases  to  the  Fylde  joint  hospital 
at  Moss  Side.  No  removals  took  place. 


Disinfection . — N o  apparatus . 


129 


Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage. — “  There  is  still  no  efficient  drainage  for  the 
district.”  At  Knott  End  one  sewer  discharges  into  the  River 
Wyre,  and  the  other  on  to  the  foreshore.  At  Preesall  village 
the  sewers  run  into  open  ditches. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  unsatis¬ 
factory”;  the  regulations  are  not  rigidly  enforced. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  74  visits.  Particulars  of 
Inspector’s  work  not  supplied. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Disinfecting  appliances  ;  the  im¬ 
mediate  adoption  of  an  efficient 
sewerage  scheme  ;  enforcement 
of  dairy,  &c.,  regulations. 


Prescot. — (Area  in  acres,  297  ;  Estimated  Population,  8,000). 
— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  S.  M.  Green,  M.R.C.S.  ; 
Salary,  £35. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  POPULATION. 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 


1909  . 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 
OTv - 

Previous  Year . 

Ten  Years'  Average. 


Epidemic 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

32-8 

13-6 

2-37 

26-8 

18-7 

3T2 

34*0 

18-4 

2-77 

+60 

—5*1 

—0-75 

—1*2 

—4-8 

—0-40 

Phthisis 
Death- 
.  rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-75 

2-00 

76 

P24 

5-00 

167 

P09 

3-45 

164 

.0-49  —3-00  —91 
.0-34  —1-45  —88 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  10  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  206  (13  deaths), 
enteric  fever  4  (1  death),  erysipelas  10,  puerperal  fever  1 
death.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  2, 
diarrhoea  2.  A  severe  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  was  exper¬ 
ienced,  commencing  in  May  and  continuing  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  Much  of  the  spread  was  due  to  a  case  for  which  medical 
advice  was  not  obtained  until  the  child  developed  scarlatinal 
nephritis  six  weeks  after  commencement  of  illness.  All  this 
time  the  patient  had  been  mixing  with  other  children. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  epidemic  reached  its 
height,  a  number  of  children  were  discovered  in  attendance 
at  school  whilst  desquamating.  The  Christmas  holidays 
were  prolonged  in  the  attempt  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 
At  Easter  cases  of  measles  rapidly  increased  in  numbers,  and 
the  school  holidays  were  extended. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Whiston  sanatorium  is 
available,  but  very  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed 
considering  the  wide  spread  of  this  disease.  Cases  treated  : 
diphtheria  2,  scarlet  fever  14  (1  death),  enteric  fever  1. 

Disinfection. — The  steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital  used. 
Houses  fumigated  116. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage. — The  new  sewage  disposal  works,  constructed  at 
a  cost  of  £6,000,  were  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  works  consist  of  screening  and  detritus  chambers,  hydro- 
litic  tank,  hydrolising  bed,  and  four  80  feet  circular  filters. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen.  A 
small  refuse  destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  demolition  of  an  insanitary  area  at  the  back  of  Hope 
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Street.  A  few  small  cottages  elsewhere  have  been  demolished 
and  others  condemned.  Visits  to  factories  and  workshops 
numbered  177  ;  SOnotices  were  required  for  defects.  Fifty-three 
privy  middens  converted,  608  still  remain.  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Norris)  served  210  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  190. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  New  sewage  disposal  works  ; 
ments.  street  improvement  by  demoli¬ 

tion  of  old  property. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  privy  middens  ; 

paving  of  back  passages  ;  im¬ 
provement  of  insanitary  areas. 


Prestwick.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,494  ;  Estimated  Population, 
excluding  Asylum,  12,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Fred.  Stephenson,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £80. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Pkr 

1,000  OF  POPUL.\TION. 

Rate  of 

IJirth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

22-9 

12-5 

0-58 

0-91 

2-00 

Births. 

72 

1908  . 

21-5 

13-3 

1T3 

0-78 

2-78 

72 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

2P9 

12-9 

1-37 

0-90 

2-28 

92 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

-fl’4 

—0-8 

—0-55 

+0T3* 

—0-78 

nil. 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+1-0  ■ 

—0-4 

—0*79 

+001 

—0-28 

—20 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  18  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  82,  enteric  fever 
3,  erysipelas  9,  puerperalffever  1.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable 
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diseases  :  measles  2,  whooping  cough  3,  diarrhoea  1.  In 
September  a  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  appeared  in  a 
newly  developed  part  of  the  district,  and  suspicion  pointed  to 
the  milk  supply,  as  all  the  persons  infected — 37  in  number 
residing  in  13  houses— received  their  milk  from  the  same 
source,  a  farm  outside  the  district.  Precautions  were  at  once 

X 

taken,  and  the  epidemic  ceased.  School  closure  was  adopted 
at  various  times,  as  a  precautionary  measure  to  jmevent  the 
spread  of  scarlet  fever,  mumps,  and  whooping  cough. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Arrangement  with  Salford 
for  the  treatment  of  all  infectious  diseases.  Cases  treated  ; 
diphtheria  4,  scarlet  fever  36,  enteric  fever  2,  puerperal  fever  1. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  Mode  Wheel  available. 
Houses  f  umigated  80. 

Water  Supply. — Prestwich  village,  Rooden  Lane,  and 
Rainsough  supplied  by  the  Manchester  Corporation  or  the 
Bury  Joint  Water  Board  ;  Simister  Lane  district  by  the 
Heywood  and  Middleton  Joint  Board. 

Sewage  is  now  wholly  connected  to  the  Clough  works,  the 
George  Street  works  having  been  abandoned.  Treatment  ; 
settling  tanks,  continuous  filters,  land  and  storm  filters. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authorit}^  The  provision 
of  a  refuse  destructor  is  under  consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspection.— insanitary  dwellings 
demolished.  To  factories  and  workshops  142  visits  were 
paid.  Privy  conversions  numbered  69  ;  468  require  attention. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Windsor)  served  240  notices  ;  nuisances 
abated  471.  Smoke  observations  16. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Abolition  of  privy  middens 

drainage  of  back  passages. 
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Radcliffe.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,098  ;  Estimated  Population, 
27,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  D.  P.  M.  Farquhar- 
SON,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £60  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OP  Population. 


Rate  of 
Reepira-  Deaths 
Epidemic  Phthisis  tory  under  1 
Birth-  Death-  Death-  Death-  Death-  year  to 
rate.  rate.  rate.  rate.  rate.  1,000 

Births. 


1909  .  20-7  15  1  0-96  1  11  3-70  114 

1908  .  22-8  13  0  0  77  0*40  2*70  142 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  24-7  16-9  P84  0  95  3-76  168 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2-1  +2'1  +0-19  +0’71  +1-00  — 28 


Ten  Years’’  Average. — 4-0  -—1*8  — 0'88  -f0’16  — 0‘06  — 54 


Dr.  Farquharson  attributes  the  improvement  in  the 
infantile  mortality  in  a  large  measure  to  the  educative 
influence  and  excellent  work  of  the  health  visitor,  whilst 
valuable  assistance  has  also  been  rendered  by  the  midwives  in 
giving  early  notification  of  births. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  31  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  100  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  18  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  30,  puerperal  fever  2. 
Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  13,  whooping 
cough  2,  diarrhoea  3.  Of  the  29  houses  in  which  diphtheria 
occurred ,  24  had  privy  middens ;  printed  leaflets  giving 
instructions  how  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease  were 
left  at  all  infected  houses.  Scarlet  fever  of  a  mild  type 
prevailed.  Three  schools,  in  two  of  which  unrecognised 
cases  were  discovered,  were  closed  to  allow  of  their  being 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfected.  School  closure  had  to  be 
adopted  on  account  of  measles.  The  high  mortality  from  this 
disease  is  due,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  carelessness  of  parents, 
who  look  upon  it*  as  of  a  trifling  nature.  Four  notifications 
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were  received  under  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  provide  for  the  notification  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  occurring  amongst  inmates  of  Poor  Law  Institutions. 
In  October,  Holcombe  Hall  and  grounds  were  presented 
to  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board — of  which 
Radcliffe  is  one  of  the  constituent  Authorities — for  use  as  a 
sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  consumptive  cases. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  by  the  Bury,  &c.. 
Joint  Board  for  all  diseases.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  15 
(1  death),  scarlet  fever  21  (1  death),  enteric  fever  6  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  hospital  available  ; 
360  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  farms  and 
cottages,  water  received  from  the  Bury,  &c..  Joint  Board. 
Complaints  as  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  water  continue 
to  be  received. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  con¬ 
tinuous  filters.  A  scheme  for  extension  of  the  works  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 
The  greater  part  of  the  refuse  is  taken  to  the  destructor.  A 
number  of  back  streets  and  a  few  front  streets  still  remain 
unpaved  and  unsewered,  and  as  a  consequence  unsatisfactory 
conditions  exist. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  scarcity  of  dwelling-houses 
for  the  working  classes — mentioned  in  previous  reports — 
has  become  more  marked.  Fourteen  houses  reported  last 
year  as  unfit  for  habitation  were  closed  ;  22  other  houses 

were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners.  The  “  insanitary  ” 
condition  of  one  school  is  again  reported  upon  ;  at  3  others  the 
sanitary  conveniences  are  “  unsatisfactory.”  Inspections 
of  factories  and  workshops  554,  defects  found  19.  Canal 
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boats  examined  34,  infringements  noted  2.  Water  closets 
(357)  were  substituted  for  232  privies.  The  Inspector  (Mr. 
Smith)  served  49  statutory  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied 
1,465.  Smoke  observations  82. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Conversion  of  privies  ;  closing  of 
ments.  houses  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 

tion. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Paving  and  sewering  of  all 

front  and  back  streets  ;  closing 

i 

of  old  insanitary  dwellings ; 
erection  of  workmen’s  cottages. 


Rainford.  —  (Area  in  acres,  5,877  ;  Estimated  Population, 
3,267). — Medical  Oificer  of  Health,  Frank  Prosser, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


1909  .  29-9  lOT  0-30  nil.  2  75  102 

1908  31-1  13-4  0-91  nil.  213  88 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  30T  135  P53  040  222  105 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1*2  — 3’3  — 0  61  nil.  -fO'62  -fl4 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 0-2  — 3*4  — 1-23 — 0'40  -l-0‘53  — 3 


Per  1,000  OE  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Birth-  Death-  Death-  Death- 
rate.  rate.  rate.  ate. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  2,  scarlet 
fever  34,  enteric  fever  1  (fatal),  erysipelas  2.  From  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  no  death. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — A  cottage  hospital  with  4 
beds — usually  reserved  for  small-pox — was  used  for  the 
treatment  of  4  scarlet  fever  cases. 


136 


Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  St.  Helens  Corporation. 

Sewage. — The  bulk  of  the  sewage  runs  into  cesspools  ;  a 
portion  enters  the  Randle  Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  River 
Mersey.  , 

Scavenging,  carried  out  by  contract,  is  not  very  satis¬ 
factory  ;  more  frequent  emptying  of  ashpits  is  recommended. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Thirty  inspections  of  factories  and 
workshops  were  made,  2  defects  noted.  Nuisances  abated  26. 

The  report  is  in  manuscript. 

Sanitary  requirements.  More  regular  scavenging  ;  privy 

conversion. 


Bamsbottom. — (Area  in  acres,  6,424  ;  Estimated  Population, 
16,200). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  William  Deans, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £60. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Per 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  17-7 

14-3 

1908  . 

.  19-8 

12-7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  20-7 

14-8 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2T  -fl-O 

Ten  Years’  Average. — 3’0  — 0-5 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-74 

1T7 

203 

101 

0-92 

1-29 

1-97 

121 

1-18 

1-33 

2-77 

119 

— 0T8  - 

-012 

+0-06 

—20 

— 0-44  - 

-0-16 

—0-74 

—18 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous'croup  37  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  168  (2  deaths). 
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enteric  fever  5.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  3,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  2.  The  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever,  which  commenced  in  October,  1907,  continued 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  Handbills  and  posters  were  issued 
calling  attention  to  the  character  of  the  disease,  and  also 
giving  warning  as  to  the  danger  of  contact  with  persons  from 
infected  houses.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  in  July, 
October,  and  December,  it  was  found  necessary  to  adopt 
school  closure. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  by  the  Bury,  &c., 

*» 

Joint  Board  for  all  purposes.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  1, 
scarlet  fever  62,  entericffever  1. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Houses  disinfected  157. 

W ater  Supply  ohtddnQdi  from  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  septic  tanks,  continuous  filters, 
final  sedimentation  tanks,  land,  storm  tanks,  and  filters. 
Extensions  at  the  sewage  works  have  taken  place,  and  the  new 
sewer  in  the  Hardsough  Valley  has  been  completed,  enabling 
the  Edenfield  drainage  to  be  coupled  up  to  the  main  drainage 
system. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  performed  by  the  Authority. 
Befuse  at  present  deposited  on  tips  ;  the  provision  of  a  refuse 
destructor  will  shortly  have  to  be  seriously  considered. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  house-to-house  inspection  of  the 
district  is  in  progress,  details  of  about  2,000  houses  having 
been  taken.  Two  houses  demolished.  At  four  farms  con¬ 
siderable  improvements  effected  regarding  ventilation,  light, 
and  air  space  ;  a  few  still  require  alterations.  Inspections 
of  factories  and  workshops  numbered  126,  defects  remedied  5. 
Privies  abolished  or  replaced  by  water  closets  159.  The 
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Inspector  (Mr.  Fort)  served  92  notices,  nuisances  remedied 
400.  Smoke  observations  18. 


Notable  sanitary  improve-  Conversion  of  privies  ;  alteration 
ments.  to  cowsheds  ;  paving  of  a 

number  of  back  streets. 


Sanitary  requirements.  Refuse  destructor ;  steam 

disinfector. 


Rawtenstall  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  9,535  ;  Estimated 
Population,  32,800). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  E. 
Helm,  B.A.,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

Birth- 

Death 

rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

20-6 

13-9 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

22-4 

13-9 

1899-1908  . 

22*6 

15-2 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—1-8 

nil. 

Ten  Years’  Average. 

—20 

—1-3 

1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

V 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-76 

100 

2-50 

102 

110 

0-97 

2-59 

113 

MO 

0-93 

309 

133 

—0*34 

+003 

—0-09 

—11 

—0-34 

+0-07 

—0-59 

—31 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  9  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  152  (4  deaths), 
enteric  fever  9  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  40,  continued  fever  1. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  13,  diarrhoea  3. 
Scarlet  fever  had  an  unusual  prevalence,  the  only  parts  of  the 
borough  escaping  being  West  Ward  and  the  Crawshawbooth 
portion  of  North  Ward.  Tw^o  of  the  enteric  fever  cases  were 
probably  due  to  drinking  polluted  water  at  the  places  where 
the  persons  attacked  worked,  and  in  one  case  there  was 
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history  of  consuming  shell-fish.  The  epidemic  of  measles, 
which  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1908,  continued  until 
April  of  the  year  under  report,  and  several  schools  had  to  be 
closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  only  provision  is  for 
small-pox  at  the  Ridge,  Hareholme — 22  beds. 

Disinfection. — The  steam  apparatus  at  the  small-pox 

i 

hospital  was  used  for  1,159  articles.  Houses  fumigated  128, 
schools  13. 

Water  Supply. — About  two-thirds  of  the  houses  are  sup¬ 
plied  from  the  reservoirs  of  the  Bury,  &c.,  Joint  Board  at  Clow 
Bridge  and  Clough  Bottom,  both  within  the  borough  bound¬ 
aries.  The  private  supplies  are  kept  under  observation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  at  the  Haslingden,  Rawtenstall,  and 
Bacup  joint  works  :  precipitation  tanks,  continuous  filters, 
and  land.  Extensions  to  continuous  filters  in  progress.  The 
open  manholes  to  sewers  give  rise  to  a  nuisance,  and  some 
other  system  of  ventilation  is  required. 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 
A  refuse  destructor  is  in  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — “  The  number  of  back-to-back, 
single,  and  cellar  dwellings  is  decreasing.”  One  of  the 
common  lodging-houses  is  badly  equipped,  and  as  the  tenant 
makes  no  effort  to  remedy  matters,  the  Council  are  advised 
not  to  register  him  again.  Houses  let  in  lodgings  are  difficult 
to  keep  under  supervision,  and  Dr.  Helm  suggests  the  work 
of  inspection  should  be  transferred  to  the  police.  The  general 
condition  of  the  cowsheds  is  far  from  satisfactory  as  to  cubical 
space,  construction  and  cleanliness.  The  cows  at  many  farms 
are  kept  in  a  dirty  state  and  clean  milk  is  impossible  under  the 
conditions  which  exist.  Factories  and  workshops  received 
245  visits.  Twenty-six  privy  middens  were  abolished, 
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113  still  remain  ;  and  there  are  1909  pail  closets.  The  Inspector 

(Mr.  Rawling)  served  265  notices.  Nuisances  abated  220. 

>Smoke  obervations  7. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewering,  paving,  and  chan- 
ments.  nelling  of  streets  ;  conversion 

of  pail  closets  at  schools  to 
water  closets. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Further  paving  and  sewering 

of  streets  ;  a  new  refuse 
destructor  ;  isolation  hospital 
for  diseases  other  than  small¬ 
pox  ;  enforcement  of  dairy  and 
cowshed  regulations. 


Rishton.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,985  ;  Estimated  Population, 
7,500). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Joim  Barr,  M.D.  ; 
Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

21-3 

110 

0-40 

1-60 

1-86 

75 

1908  . 

20-4 

13-2 

2-40 

0-66 

2-00 

150 

Mean  of  10  vears 

V 

1899-1908  . 

22*9 

12-3 

1-70 

0-81 

2-03 

131 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+0-9 

—2-2 

—2-00 

+0-94  - 

-0T4 

— 75 

Ten  Years'"  Average 

— 1-6 

—1-3 

—1-30 

+0-79  - 

-0T7 

— 56 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  ;  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  14,  scarlet  fever  35,  enteric  fever  4  (1 
death),  erysipelas  10  (1  death),  continued  fever  4  (1  death). 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  1. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — Nil.  By  arrangement,  cases 
are  occasionally  sent  to  the  Blackburn  Corporation  hospital. 
One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  removed. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Reference  is  once  again 
made  to  the  want  of  proper  appliances. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Dean  reservoir,  supplied 
from  upland  gathering  grounds. 

Sewage. — Treatment^  {a)  open  septic  tanks,  sprinklers, 
and  irrigation,  (h)  storm  water  tanks  and  filters.  Improve¬ 
ments  at  the  works  are  being  carried  out. 

Scavenging,  undertaken  by  the  Authority,  gives 
satisfaction. 


Sanitary  Inspection. — Cowsheds  are  clean  and  fairly  well 
ventilated  ;  alterations  were  suggested  at  some  of  the  farms. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  46  visits.  Privies  con¬ 
verted  to  water  closets  numbered  68.  Notices  served  32. 


Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion  ;  disinfecting  apparatus. 


Royton.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,145;  Estimated  Population, 
16,500). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Ralph  Young, 
M.D.  ;  Salary,  £75. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

27-7 

18-4 

1-93 

109 

3-69 

148 

1908  . 

27-6 

181 

1*45 

0-88 

3-84 

139 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 

26*1 

181 

1*76 

0-96 

4-22 

146 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

-fOl 

+0-3 

+ 

o 

00 

+0-21 

— 015 

+9 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+0-3 

+017 

+013 

—0-53 

+2 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 


142 


membranous  croup  6  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  52  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  18,  puerperal  fever  I  (fatal).  Deaths 
from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  27,  diarrhoea  2.  There 
was  an  exceptional  number  of  fatalities  from  measles,  the 
disease  spreading  epidemically  from  the  commencement  of 

the  outbreak  at  the  end  of  1908  ;  several  schools  were  closed. 

1 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Small-pox  cases  are  treated 
at  the  joint  hospital  at  Cinder  Hill,  and  other  infectious  cases 
are  removed  to  the  Westhulme  hospital,  belonging  to  the 
Oldham  Corporation.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  7,  enteric 
fever  1. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  hospitals  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Oldham  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks,  single  contact 
beds,  continuous  filters,  and  land.  Much  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  streams,  owing  to  extension 
of  sewers  and  connections  thereto  of  house  drains. 

Scavenging  is  executed  by  the  Council’s  workmen  in  a 
“  fairly  efficient  manner.”  A  destructor  is  in  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  house-to-house  inspection  was 
made  in  Old  Edge  Lane,  very  few  serious  defects  being  noted. 
Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  fairly  clean,  they  are  better  lighted 
and  generally  more  satisfactory  than  formerly.  Only  6  privy 
middens  exist,  but  there  are  2,600  pail  closets  ;  no  conversions 
took  place  during  1909.  To  factories  and  workshops  144 
visits  were  paid.  Notices  served  25  ;  nuisances  abated  178  ; 
smoke  observations  43. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Streams  less  polluted, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Prevention  of  smoke  nuisance  ; 

paving  of  yards. 
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St.  Annes-on-the-Sea.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,342  ;  Estimated 
Population,  11,023). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Fred. 
Booth,  M.D.  ;  Salary,  £90. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate/ 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

13-6 

100 

0-54 

117 

108 

52 

1908  . 

14-4 

10-6 

0-47 

0-66 

1-32 

111 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

16-5 

10-6 

0-55 

0-95 

1-54 

94 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

0-8 

—0-6 

+0-07 

+0-51 

—0-24 

—59 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—2-9 

—0-6 

—001 

+0-22 

—0-46 

42 

If  the  deaths  of  13  visitors  were  excluded,  a  residential 
death-rate  of  8-8  per  1,000  would  be  attained. 

Infectious  Diseases. — ^-Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  17  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  31  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  9  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  2,  measles — notifiable 
in  this  district — 71.  From  non-notifiable  diseases  :  no  death. 
Investigation  as  to  the  source  of  the  enteric  fever  cases,  which 
were  sporadic  in  character,  showed  that  three  had  partaken 
of  raw  shell -fish — in  one  instance,  cockles,  and  in  the  other 
two,  mussels.  School  closure  had  to  be  resorted  to  on  one 
occasion,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  mumps. 

Hospital  Accommodation  is  available  at  the  Fylde  joint 
hospital  at  Moss  Side  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  and 
for  small-pox  at  Elswick.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  12  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  23  (1  death),  enteric  fever  6. 
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Disinfection. — Goddard,  Massey,  and  Warners  steam 
apparatus  provided — 1,708  articles  disinfected,  and  299  rooms 
fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage  is  discharged  by  gravitation  into  the  sea  without 
previous  treatment.  The  main  drainage  system  has,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  given  satisfaction,  though  occasionally  when 
locked  by  a  high  tide  a  certain  amount  of  backing  up  of  sewage 
takes  place  ;  this  matter  is  receiving  the  serious  consideration 
of  the  Council.  At  118  premises  the  drains  and  soil  pipes 
were  tested,  and  several  defects  subsequently  rectified. 

Scavenging ,  undertaken  by  the  Authority,  satisfactorily 
performed.  The  question  of  enlargement  of  the  refuse 
destructor  is  under  consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Improvements  as  regards  closet 
accommodation  have  been  carried  out  at  two  of  the  schools. 
Extensive  internal  alterations  made  at  the  public  abattoir, 
which  is  now  well  adapted  for  its  purpose.  Two  butchers  were 
summoned  for  contravening  the  bye-laws  relating  to  slaughter¬ 
houses,  and  each  person  was  fined  10s.  and  costs.  Cowsheds 
are  kept  in  a  better  sanitary  condition,  but  there  is  still  much 
room  for  improvement  with  regard  to  air  space,  ventilation, 
and  cleanliness  of  the  floors.  It  is  proposed  to  supply  each 
cowkeeper  with  a  card  containing  instructions  and  suggestions. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  134  inspections.  A  few 
privies  were  converted  to  the  water-carriage  system  ;  56 

remain.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Procter)  served  5  legal  notices  ; 
nuisances  abated  215.  Smoke  observations  9. 

Meteorological  statistics  are  appended  to  the  report. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Arrangements  to  obviate  “  back¬ 

ing  up  ”  of  sewage. 
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Skelmersdale.  —  (Area  in  acres,  1,942  ;  Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion,  6,800). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Vincent 
O’Reilly,  M.B.  ;  Salary,  £45. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

301^ 

16-9 

1-32 

0-58 

3-23 

141 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

330 

20-7 

200 

0-61 

400 

204 

1899-1908  . 

34-9 

18-4 

1-83 

0-65 

416 

167 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . ■ 

—2-9  - 

-3-8 

—0-68  - 

0  03  - 

0-77 

—63 

Ten  Years’’  Average.- 

4-8  - 

-1-5 

0-51  - 

-0  07  - 

-0-93 

—26 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1,  scarlet 
fever  69  (1  death),  enteric  fever  13  (1  death),  erysipelas  6. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  ‘measles  7.  The  latter 
disease  was  prevalent  during  the  first  six  months, 
and  scarlet  fever  and  enteric  fever  were  most  marked 
towards  the  end  of  the  year ;  school  closure  was  found 
necessary  to  stay  the  spread  of  measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  small  cottage — 10  beds — 
originally  intended  for  smaU-pox.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet 
fever  44  (1  death),  enteric  fever  1. 

Disinfection. — The  steam  apparatus  at  the  West^Lan- 
cashire  Rural  Council’s  hospital  at  Aughton  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  an  artesian  well. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  the  Penny  Land  works  by 
settlement  in  grips  and  irrigation  ;  at  the  main  works  by 
tank  settlement  and  irrigation. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. — Slaughter-houses  and  dairies  and 
cowsheds  are  described  as  “  fair.”  The  latter  are  not  subject 
to  regulations.  Sixty  visits  were  paid  to  factories  and  work¬ 
shops.  Although  643  privy  middens  exist,  no  conversions 
took  place.  Notices  served  100  ;  nuisances  abated  86. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Relaying  of  sewers, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Extension  of  isolation  hospital ; 

conversion  of  privy  middens. 


S  tan  dish-with- Lang  tree. — (Area  in  acres,  3,266  ;  Estimated 
Population,  7,048). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  H. 
Wilson,  M.D.  ;  Salary,  £35. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  32-4 

1908  .  35-7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  34-4 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 3* 3 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 2*0 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

15-8 

0-56 

0-42 

3-54 

135 

15-3 

1-29 

0-57 

2-73 

140 

17-7 

2-46 

0-77 

3-23 

166 

+0-5 

—0-73  - 

— 0T5 

+0-81 

—5 

—1-9 

—1-90  - 

— 0-35 

+0-31 

—31 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  small-pox  1,  diph¬ 
theria  and  membranous  croup  7  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  66 
(1  death),  enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  26,  measles — notifiable 
in  this  district — 127.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
diarrhoea  1.  The  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  November — 
patient  a  boy,  aged  7  years — infection  supposed  to  have  been 
contracted  at  a  rag  and  bone  works.  Mumps  appeared  in 
October,  after  the  outbreak  of  measles  had  almost  subsided. 
School  closure  was  adopted  on  account  of  measles, 
mumps,  and  scarlet  fever. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — For  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
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no  provision.  A  cottage — 6  beds — is  provided  for  small-pox, 
and  this  district  is  associated  with  other  Authorities 
under  the  Wigan  and  District  Small-pox  Hospital  Order. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus . 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  settlement,  irrigation,  and  single 
contact.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  a  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  districts  of  Bradley,  Chorley  Lane,  and  Wigan  Road. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  the  Standish 
district,  and  by  contract  in  the  Lower  Ground  area. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Considerable  improvements  effected 

at  the  cowsheds,  but  some  of  the  shippons  are  still  dark  and 

_ « 

low,  and  the  drainage  not  satisfactory.  The  privy  midden 
system  is  in  vogue,  but  no  conversions  took  place.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Shepherd)  served  50  notices. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Isolation  hospital  ;  disinfecting 

apparatus ;  attention  to  cow¬ 
sheds  ;  abolition  of  privies. 


Stretford.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,240  ;  Estimated  Population, 
43,850). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  J.  Heslop, 
F.R.C.S.  (Edin.)  ;  Salary,  £150. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

])3ath- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Heath-  Heath- 

rate.  rate. 

Eespira 

tory 

Heath- 

rate. 

P.ate  ot 
-  Deatiis 
under  1 
yea)'  to 
1,000 
Birtlis. 

1909  . 

18*4 

12-0 

107 

0*54 

P73 

134 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

20-7 

1P3 

1-00 

0-72 

P79 

103 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 

21-4 

13T 

1T7 

0-91 

2-32 

123 

on — 

Previous  Year  .  . . . . 

—2-3 

+0-7 

+0*07  — 

-0T8  - 

1 

o 

o 

+31 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—30 

—11 

— OTO  - 

-0*37 

—0-59 

+  11 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 

is  in 

force. 

and  a 

health  visitor  has  been  appointed. 


148 


Infectious  Diseases notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  60  (14  deaths),  scarlet  fever  247  (11  deaths), 
enteric  fever  11  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  15  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  2  (2  deaths — one  a  person  belonging  to  this  district  who  died 
in  a  Manchester  institution).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  dis¬ 
eases  ;  measles  10,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  7.  On  five  occa¬ 
sions  children  were  found  attending  school  whilst  desquamating 
after  scarlet  fever.  Seventy-eight  specimens  were  examined 
bacteriologically,  viz.,  diphtheria  45,  enteric  fever  8,  sputum 
25.  Twenty  cases  of  ptomaine  poisoning  were  reported  from 
the  Gorse  Hill  district  in  September,  attributed  to  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  braized  beef.  An  examination  was  made  of  the 
wholesale  premises  where  the  meat  was  prepared,  and  every¬ 
thing  found  scrupulously  clean. 

Hospital  Accommodation  available  at  the  Salford  Corpora¬ 
tion  hospitals — at  Ladywell  (Eccles)  for  ordinary  infectious 
diseases,  and  at  Drinkwater  Park  (Prestwich)  for  small-pox. 
Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  19  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  133 
(7  deaths),  enteric  fever  9  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  3,  puerperal 
fever  2  (1  death). 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Washington  Lyon’s) 
used  for  disinfection  of  2,850  articles.  Rooms  fumigated  661. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

Sewage. — The  bulk  of  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Manchester  Corporation,  and  the  remainder  is  treated  at  the 
Council’s  sewage  farm  by  broad  irrigation.  To  the  drains  of 
old  property  370  tests  were  applied,  and  149,  or  40*2  per  cent., 
defects  discovered ;  in  new  property  1,057  tests  revealed 
475  defects,  equal  to  44-9  per  cent. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  the  Authority  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  ;  a  refuse  destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Twenty- two  houses  are  in  course 
of  erection  to  provide  accommodation  for  persons  now 
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residing  in  back-to-back  ”  houses,  and  also  to  meet  a  few 
cases  of  overcrowding.  The  completion  of  this  instalment 
will  make  a  total  of  62  houses  erected  out  of  114  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Sanitary  condition  of  some 
of  the  older  schools  open  to  improvement.  Over  1,300  lbs. 
of  diseased  or  unsound  meat  and  a  quantity  of  fruit  destroyed. 
Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  numbered  509,  defects 
found  and  remedied  52.  '^Privies  converted  to  water  closets 
69  ;  only  72  now  remain.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Nuttall) 
served  374  notices,  nuisances  remedied  1,055.  Smoke 
observations  102. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Public  abattoir. 


Swinton  and  Pendlebury - (Area  in  acres,  2,282  ;  Esti¬ 

mated  Population,  30,773). — Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Samuel  Hosegood,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £110. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1.000 

1909  . 

26-7 

14-6 

1-52 

0-87 

3-54 

Births 

131 

1908  . 

26*8 

14*7 

217 

1T3 

311 

154 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

29-9 

17-6 

2-92 

0-86 

4-08 

171 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— OT 

— OT 

—0-65 

—0*26 

+0-43 

—23 

Ten  Years’  Average. 

—3-2 

—3-0 

—1-40 

o 

o 

1 — ' 

—0-54 

—40 

Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  828  notifications 
were  received,  and  the  health  visitor  paid  3,188 
visits  to  the  houses  concerned.  This  work.  Dr.  Hosegood^ 
says,  has  been  ''  of  the  utmost  value.”  There  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  methods  of  feeding  and  clothing 
young  infants. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  39  (5  deaths),  scarlet  fever  299  (11  deaths), 
enteric  fever  43  (7  deaths),  erysipelas  34,  puerperal  fever  1. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  14,  diarrhoea 
10.  Scarlet  fever  had  an  extensive  spread,  the  incidence 
being  most  marked  in  East  and  Market  Wards.  Often  it 
was  found  that  an  unnoticed  case  was  the  focus  for  a  more  or 
less  wide  distribution,  not  only  in  its  immediate  locality,  but 
over  a  much  more  extensive  area.  Parental  indifference 
often  leads  to  needless  delay  in  dealing  with  first  cases. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — By  arrangement  with  the 
Salford  Corporation,  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
small-pox,  may  be  sent  to  the  Ladywell  sanatorium.  For 
small-pox  a  hospital  with  20  beds  is  provided  at  Linnyshaw 
Moss  jointly  with  Worsley.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  5, 
scarlet  fever  27  (1  death),  enteric  fever  8  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection. — The  provision  of  steam  disinfector  fore¬ 
shadowed  last  year  (in  conjunction  with  a  refuse  destructor) 
is  not  yet  a  reality,  but  a  tender  has  been  accepted,  and 
application  made  for  sanction  to  a  loan. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  the  Swinton  works  by  precipita¬ 
tion  tanks,  double  contact  beds,  final  sedimentation  tanks, 
and  storm  filters  ;  at  Pendlebury  by  precipitation  tanks, 
continuous  filters,  and  final  sedimentation  tanks. 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 
Refuse  destructor  will  shortly  be  provided. 

* 

Sanitary  Inspection.— of  the  older  type  of  dwelling- 
houses — often  much  overcrowded,  damp,  and  uncleanly — 
are  to  be  found  in  East  and  Market  Wards,  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  in  Victoria  Park  Ward,  and  this  “  no  doubt  largely 
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accounts  for  the  higher  rate  of  mortality  generally  found  to 
exist  in  these  wards.”  Not  only  so,  but  it  is  chiefly  in  these 
congested  areas,  too  often  associated  with  the  privy  midden 
arrangement,  that  the  larger  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
is  found.  Schools,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  dairy  and  cowshed  regulations,  on  the 
whole,  have  been  well  adhered  to.  Privy  middens  number 
3,200  ;  227  were  converted  during  the  year,  and  in  the  past 
seven  years  1,317  water  closets  have  been  substituted  for 
privies.  It  is  hoped  the  Council  will  exercise  its  full  powers 
to  expedite  the  process  of  conversion.  The  Inspector  (Mr. 
Bleakley)  reports  on  1,621  nuisances  abated  ;  notices  served 
693.  Smoke  observations  67. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Re-draining  of  old  premises ; 
ments.  reduction  of  privy  middens. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Provision  of  public  conveniences. 


Thornton.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,996  ;  Estimated  Population, 
4,583). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  S.  Rhodes, 

M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £45. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OP  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

22-6 

13-9 

109 

0*87 

2-18 

57 

1908  . 

Mean  of  9  years 

25-6 

13*6 

1-58 

0-22 

P58 

.  88 

1900-1908  . 

29*9 

130 

116 

0-45 

207 

104 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . - 

-30 

+0*3 

—0-49 

+0-65 

+0*60 

—31 

Nine  Years’  Average- 

CO 

1 

+0-9 

—007 

+0*42 

+0T1 

—47 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  9, 
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enteric  fever  6  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  2.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  ;  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  1.  Two 
of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  were  visitors’  children,  and  the 
remainder  were  due  to  contact  with  other  cases  outside  the 
district.  In  one  enteric  fever  case  the  consumption  of  shell¬ 
fish  was  thought  to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  two  other 
cases  were  due  to  contact  with  the  person  thus  affected. 
Influenza  prevailed  epidemically  during  the  early  months  of 
the  year.  “  Glanders,  anthrax,  and  hydrophobia  in  man  were 

added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  June.” 

• 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  for  small-pox  at 
Elswick,  and  for  other  infectious  diseases  at  Moss  Side  (Fylde 
joint).  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  7,  enteric  fever  4  (1 
death). 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Houses  fumigated  17. 

Water  Supply  is  derived,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
outl3dng  farms  and  houses,  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage  from  the  greater  part  of  the  district  is  discharged 
near  dead  low  water  into  the  Irish  Sea.  Flusliing  of  sewers 
systematically  carried  out. 

Scavenging,  undertaken  by  contract,  gives  satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Many  alterations  have  been 
effected  at  the  dairies  and  cowsheds,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  considerable  improvement.  Five  privy  middens  were 
abolished,  and  the  water-carriage  system  substituted  ;  104 

privies  and  299  pail  closets  exist.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Fenton) 
served  41  notices  for  nuisance  abatement.  “  Several  ” 
smoke  observations  were  taken. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewering  of  streets, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Extension  of  sewers  ;  sanitary 

conveniences  at  Cleveleys. 


153 


Tottington.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,543  ;  Estimated  Population, 
7,065). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  H.  Poole, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 
rate,  y 

1909  .  17-9 

1908  .  16-3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  19-3 


Increase  or  Decrease 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 


Death- 

rate. 

Ej)idemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

13-5 

0-42 

0-99 

3-25 

118 

12-9 

0T4 

115. 

216 

97 

14T 

110 

0-88 

302 

102 

on — 

Previous  Year . +1-6  +0-6  +0-28  — 0-16  +1-09  -1-21 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 1'4  — 0*6  — 0*68  +0-11  -1-0-23  -fl6 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  59  (3 
deaths),  enteric  fever  2,  erysipelas  1.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  nil.  Much  of  the  spread  of  scarlet  fever 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  disease  was  of  a  very  mild  character 
— the  true  nature  of  the  disease  being  in  consequence  over¬ 
looked — and  to  the  children  so  affected  being  allowed  to  attend 
school,  thereby  communicating  the  infection  to  healthy 
children.  The  schools  in  the  wards  principally  affected  were 
visited,  and  the  scholars  carefully  examined ;  a  number  of 
children  believed  to  have  been  in  contact  with  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  were  excluded.  School  closure  had,  however, 
to  be  resorted  to  on  account  of  this  disease,  and  also  owing 
to  the  spread  of  measles.  The  latter  disease  appeared  in 
Walshaw  and  Chapel  Wards  in  January,  and  spread 
rapidly,  considerably  diminishing  school  attendance.  Both 
the  enteric  fever  cases  were  attributed  to  defective  sanitary 
arrangements  at  the  houses  where  the  persons  attacked 
resided. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  the  Bury,  &c., 
joint  hospitals.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  51  (3  deaths), 
enteric  fever  2.  Cases  arising  in  the  Holly  Mount  Poor  Law 
schools  are  isolated  in  the  hospital  attached  to  that  Institution. 

Disinfection. — The  Bury  Corporation  ’  steam  apparatus 
available.  Forty-two  houses  and  7  schools  disinfected. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bury,  &c.,  Joint  Board. 
From  the  Hawkshaw  portion  of  the  district  complaints  are 
occasionally  received  respecting  the  intermittency  of  the 
supply. 

Sewage  is  treated  at  three  outfall  works,  viz.,  at  Totting- 
ton,  by  precipitation  tanks  and  land  ;  at  Greenmount,  by 
continuous  filter ;  and  at  Holly  mount,  by  precipitation 
tanks  and  continuous  filters.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  two 
latter  works  will  be  abandoned  on  the  adoption  of  a  new  scheme 
which  is  under  consideration.  In  the  Walshaw  portion  of  the 
district  sewers  have  been  extended. 

Scavenging,  undertaken  by  contract,  on  the  whole,  gives 
satisfaction,  very  few  complaints  being  received. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  fairly 
satisfactory  ;  some  require  alteration  or  reconstruction.  To 
factories  56  visits  were  paid  ;  improvements  were  carried  out, 
in  one  case  by  the  provision  of  more  sanitary  conveniences, 
and  in  another  instance  by  better  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire.  Eleven  privy  middens  were  converted.  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Kenyon)  reports  on  144  nuisances  abated  ;  notices  served 
37.  Smoke  observations  II. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Sewering  at  Greenmount  and 

Hawkshaw. 
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Trawden.  —  (Area  in  acres,  6,815  ;  Estimated  Population, 
2,950). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  George  Skeen,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £20. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 
rate.  . 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OE  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . . 

26-4 

15-5 

0-67 

1*69 

2*37 

153 

1908  . . 

29-8 

17T 

0-34 

1*03 

4*81 

91 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

25-2 

14*9 

TOO 

1*02 

2*93 

132 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—3-4 

—1-6 

+0*33 

+0*66  - 

+ 

■  1 

+62 

Ten  Y ears'  A  verage  .+1*2 

+0-6 

—0  33 

+0*67  - 

-0*56 

+21 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified :  membranous  croup 
1  (fatal),  scarlet  fever  5,  puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Burnley  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  treat 
patients  suffering  from  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  and 
small-pox  cases  may  be  removed  to  the  Colne  hospital. 
No  cases  removed. 


Disinfection. — Arrangements  made  for  the  use  of  the 
Nelson  Corporation  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  a  boring  on  Boulsworth 
Hill.  Several  farmhouses  are  urgently  in  need  of  a  proper 
supply. 

Sewage.  —  Treatment  :  continuous  precipitation  and 
irrigation. 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  employees 
of  the  Council. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. — There  has  been  a  notable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  the  cowsheds  ;  at  a  few  isolated 
farms  the  arrangements  for  manure  storage  are  not  satisfactory, 
and  at  some  the  water  supply  is  liable  to  pollution. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  137  visits  ;  the  sanitary 
condition  of  these  premises  has  much  improved.  Notices 
served  13,  nuisances  remedied  12. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Alterations  to  certain  farms  and 
ments.  at  the  factories. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Improved  water  supply  to 

several  farms  ;  better  pro¬ 
vision  for  manure  storage  ; 
conversion  of  privy  middens. 


Turton.  —  (Area  in  acres  17,335  ;  Estimated  Population, 
12,800). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Robinson, 
M.D.,  L.S.Sc.  ;  Salary,  £60. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 

Death-  year  to 

rate^  1,00C 
Births. 


1909  .  19-2  10-2  0-54  0  31  2  89  60 

1908  .  17*7  13-2  0-39  0*70  2*59  124 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  200  12*6  095  072  2*61  91 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . -f-1-5  — 3'0  4-0T5  — 0  39  +0  30  — 64 


Ten  Years'  Average. — 0*8  — 2  4  — 0*41  — 0*41  +0  28  — 31 


PF.Tt  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Birth-  Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate.  rate. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  3  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  16  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  5  (1  death),  erysipelas  3  (1  death).  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  3,  whooping  cough  1.  One 
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of  the  enteric  fever  cases  was  thought  to  be  due  to  the  con 
sumption  of  contaminated  mussels.  Measles  and  whooping 
cough  were  prevalent  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
several  schools  had  to  be  closed  on  account  of  the  former 
disease.  Mumps  appeared  in  May,  and  chicken-pox  in 
October  and  November. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases  : 
nil.  For  small-pox  2  beds  are  reserved  at  the  Bury,  &c., 
hospital  at  Ainsworth. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Eleven  schools  and  24 
houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  mainly  from  the  Bolton  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Outlying  farms  and  a  few  houses  depend  upon  private 
supplies. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  Belmont,  septic  tanks  and 
continuous  filters  ;  at  Bradshaw,  precipitation  tanks  and 
land  ;  at  Eagley,  precipitation  tanks  and  continuous  filters. 

Scavenging  performed  partly  by  the  Authority  and  partly 
by  the  owners  of  property.  It  is  hoped  that  shortly  the 
whole  of  the  district  will  be  scavenged  by  the  Council’s 
employees. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Eight  insanitary  houses  were 
made  habitable.  Two  carcases  condemned  and  destroyed. 
Ninety  visits  were  paid  to  factories  and  workshops,  7  defects 
discovered.  The  antiquated  and  insanitary  ashpit  system 
is  gradually  being  replaced  by  water-carriage,  85  conversions 
taking  place  during  the  year.  Notices  served  175,  nuisances 
remedied  174.  Smoke  observations  71. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  privy  middens  ; 

hospital  accommodation  for 
diseases  other  than  small-pox  ; 
steam  disinfecting  appliances. 


158 


Tyidesley- with- Shakerley.  —  (Area  in  acres,  2,490; 
Estimated  Population,  17,250). — Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  B.  Blakemore,  M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £80. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1,000  or  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

27-4 

140 

1908  . 

29-2 

15-7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

31-4 

16-6 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—1-8 

—1-7 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

4-0 

—2*6 

Rate  of 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  tc 
1,000 
Births. 

1-73 

104 

2-66 

126 

2-00 

0-64 

2-64 

144 

2-72 

0-63 

3-52 

175 

0-27 

+0-40 

+0-02  - 

—18 

-0-99 

+0-41 

—0-86  - 

—49 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Council.  Twenty- three  of  the  deaths  of  children 
under  the  age  of  one  year  were  due  to  prematurity,  equal  to 
nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant  deaths.  Dr. 
Blakemore  remarks  that  much  good  is  being  effected  by  the 
work  of  the  health  visitor,  her  advice  and  help  being  appre¬ 
ciated  by  many  young  mothers.  An  improvement  in  the 
feeding  and  clothing  of  children  is  reported. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  4  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  21,  enteric  fever  26  (7  deaths),  erysipelas 
12,  puerperal  fever  2  (1  death),  continued  fever  1  (fatal). 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  14,  whooping 
cough  3,  diarrhoea  4.  Owing  to  the  number  of  colliers  who 
contract  enteric  fever,  enquiries  have  been  made,  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  as  to 


159 


the  underground  sanitary  arrangements  existing  at  local 
collieries.  Measles  occurred  in  May — necessitating  closure 
of  the  infant  departments  of  three  schools — and  continued 
in  a  mild  form  until  September. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  the  Leigh,  Atherton, 
and  Tyldesley  joint  sanatorium  at  Astley.  Cases  treated  : 
diphtheria  3,  scarlet  fever  13,  enteric  fever  20  (6  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Steam  disinfector  at  hospital  relied  upon. 
All  the  schools  and  140  houses  disinfected. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  Manchester  Corporation. 
An  epidemic  of  diarrhoea  during  October  and  November,  very 
unusual  in  character,  was  attributed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  contamination  of  the  water. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  land. 

Scavenging,  undertaken  by  the  Authority,  is  satisfactorily 
performed. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Ten  back-to-back  houses  demolished, 
one  house  closed,  and  three  others  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  have  been  put  into  sanitary  condition.  Improve¬ 
ments  as  regards  air  space,  lighting,  and  ventilation  carried 
out  at  two  cowsheds,  and  plans  submitted  for  a  new  building 
in  place  of  an  old  dilapidated  one.  Over  350  lbs.  of  diseased 
or  unsound  meat  and  a  quantity  of  fruit  destroyed. 
Factories  and  workshops  received  130  visits  ;  defects  found  18. 
Privy  middens  abolished  127  ;  1,806  still  remain. 

The  Inspector  served  371  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  339. 
Smoke  observations  21. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Refuse  destructor  ;  disinfecting 

apparatus  ;  abolition  of  privy 
middens. 
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Ulverston.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,172  ;  Census  Population, 
10,064). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  H.  Patterson, 
M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £105. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

I)eath- 

phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

23-7 

13-4 

0-29 

0-39 

3-27 

Births. 

96 

1908  . 

2P7 

15-6 

1-39 

0-99 

2-88 

105 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

24-3 

16*2 

1-25 

107 

2-91 

120 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+2-0 

—2-2 

— ITO  - 

-0-60 

+0-39 

—9 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

0-6 

—2-8 

0-96 

0-68 

+0-36 

—24 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  3, 

scarlet  fever  15  (1  death),  enteric  fever  1  (fatal),  erysipelas  3. 
Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  diarrhoea  1. 

Hospital  Aecommodoiion  provided  for  ordinary  infectious 
diseases  at  the  joint  hospital  at  High  Carley  ;  for  small-pox 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Barrow  Corporation. 
Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  1,  scarlet  fever  3. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Three  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Pennington  reservoir. 
A  few  houses  still  rely  on  pumps. 

Sewage  of  one  part  of  the  district  flows  into  tanks,  and 
after  subsidence  is  discharged  into  the  sea  ;  from  another 
portion  it  runs  direct  to  the  coast. 

Scavenging  undertaken  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
“  common  yards,”  so  often  referred  to  by  Dr.  Patterson, 
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still  exists,  and  the  Council  are  urged  to  give  the  matter  proper 
attention.  Slaughter-houses  are  “  structurally  bad.”  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Whitlow)  served  37  notices. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Repair  and  cleansing  of  “  com¬ 

mon  yards.” 


Upholland.  —  (Area  in  acres,  4,686  ;  Estimated  Population, 
5,005). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  H.  Buo^  NE,  M.B.  ; 
Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per  : 

1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

Uirth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

1909  . 

32-9 

14-5 

1-59 

0-39 

219 

Births. 

121 

1908  . 

32*9 

16-3 

1-79 

0-39 

2-59 

139 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . . 

34-3 

16-7 

1-85 

0-82 

3T9 

129 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

nil. 

—1-8 

—0-20 

nil.  - 

-0-40 

—18 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—1-4 

—2-2 

0-26 

—013  - 

-100 

—8 

Infections  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  1  (fatal), 
scarlet  fever  51,  enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  3,  puerperal  fever 
2,  measles — notifiable  until  July  3rd — 119  (5  deaths).  Deaths 
from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  1. 
Measles  was  prevalent  until  the  end  of  July,  the  infection 
probably  being  derived  from  neighbouring  districts  where 
it  was  rife,  and  scarlet  fever  was  troublesome  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year.  School  closure  was  resorted  to  on  account 
of  both  diseases. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  tent  is  provided  for  small¬ 
pox,  and  a  cottage  at  Dig  Moor  for  other  diseases.  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  wh}^  in  four  successive  years  no  cases 
were  removed.  This  district  is  one  of  the  constituent 
Authorities  under  the  Wigan  and  District  Small-pox  Hospital 
Order. 
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Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  a  deep  well,  excellent  but 
somewhat  hard. 

Sewage. — Three  outfall  works  ;  the  Village,  Digmoor, 
and  Tawd  Bridge  ;  treatment  :  septic  tanks  and  filtration. 
The  sewerage  scheme  for  Crawford  village  has  now  been 
completed.  ^ 

Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — House  accommodation  is  not  quite 
adequate.  Greater  attention  is  required  as  regards  cleanliness 
of  the  school  floors.  Although  the  privy  midden  system  is  in 
vogue,  no  conversions  took  place.  Notices  served  33, 
nuisances  abated  37. 

Sanitary  requirements.  The  utilising  of  the  cottage 

hospital  for  purposes  of  isola¬ 
tion  ;  provision  of  disinfecting 
appliances ;  privy  conversion. 


Urmston. —  (Area  in  acres,  992  ;  Estimated  Population, 
8,100). — Medical  Officer -of  Health,  G.  E.  Eryer,  M.R.C.S.  ; 
Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

Birth- 

Death 

rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  19T 

12-7 

1908  . 

.  20-2 

12-3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  22*5 

12-3 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — IT  -f-OT 

Ten  Years’  Average. — 3*4  +0*4 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

P.espira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
r)eathB 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

Ill 

0-74 

2-09 

103 

1-37 

0-87 

2T2 

92 

1-29 

0-76 

2-22 

121 

—0*26 

— 0T3 

—003 

+  11 

— 0T8 

0-02 

— 0T3 

—18 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  6  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  42  (2  deaths), 
erysipelas  7,  puerperal  fever  2  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  2,  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  1. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  is  available  at  the 
Drinkwater  Park  hospital,  and  for  other  infectious  diseases 
at  Lady  well,  both  belonging  to  the  Salford  Corporation. 
Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  l»(fatal),  scarlet  fever  18  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  Ladyweii  sanatorium 
available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  at  the  Ur  ms  ton  and  Flixton  joint 
works  :  septic  tanks,  continuous  filters,  and  land.  Scheme 
for  extensions  before  Local  Government  Board. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Some  of  the  cowsheds  are  still 
deficient  in  air  space.  Thirty-one  privies  abolished,  and 
water  closets  provided  in  lieu  thereof  ;  427  of  the  former  still 
exist.  Notices  served  37,  nuisances  remedied  41. 


Walton-le-Dale. — (Area  in  acres,  4,658  ;  Census  Population, 
11,271). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  R.  Trimble,  M.D., 
D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

28T 

15*8 

1908  . 

27-6 

150 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

26-5 

15-6 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+0*5 

+0-8 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+1-6 

+0*2 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,0(X) 
Births 

0-62  1  15  2-57  123 

P33  0-62  2-48  163 

1-89  0-98  2-51  142 


—0-71  +0-53  +0-09  -AO 
— P27  -f0T7  +0-06  —19 

notified  :  diphtheria  5, 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 
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scarlet  fever  21,  enteric  fever  9  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  7. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  3, 
diarrhoea  1.  The  infection  in  the  3  cases  of  scarlet  fever  at 
Gregson  Lane  was  brought  into  the  township  from  Blackburn, 
and  the  outbreak  at  Walton-le-Dale — 9  cases — was  thought 
to  be  an  extension  of  the  epidemic  then  prevailing  in 

X 

Preston.  During  the  early  months  of  the  year  a  severe 
form  of  influenza  prevailed,  most  of  the  patients  suffering 
from  gastric  and  enteric  symptoms. 

Hospital  Accommodation  available  for  all  diseases  :  the 
Bradkirk  hospital — 8  beds — is  reserved  for  small-pox  ;  other 
diseases  are  removed  to.  the  School  Lane  hospital — 20  beds. 
Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  12,  enteric  fever  5  (3  deaths). 

Disinfection.  —  Hot  air  chamber  provided.  Twenty 
houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply  obtained  partly  from  a  deep  well  at  Brindle, 
and  partly  from  the  Thirlmere  main  belonging  to  the  Man¬ 
chester  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment :  precipitation  and  filtration. 

Scavenging,  carried  out  partly  b}^  the  Authority  and 
partly  by  contract,  gives  satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
dealt  with.  Many  backyards  are  badly  paved,  and  there  are 
still  a  large  number  of  offensive  privies  in  the  district  ; 
24  were  converted  to  water  closets  and  12  to  pail  closets. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Leigh)  served  66  notices  for  nuisance 
abatement. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Paving  of  backyards  ,  privy 

conversion. 
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Wardle.  —  (Area  in  acres,  3,192  ;  Estimated  Population, 
excluding  Public  Institutions,  4,200). — Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  G.  MacGill,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

^eath- 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  18-8 

11-6 

1908  . 

.  14-5 

11-9 

Mean  of  10  vears 

k/ 

1899-1908  . 

.  16-6 

13T 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +4*3  — 0‘3 

Ten  Years'  Average.  ^2-2  — P5 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 

0-47  nil.  2-61  88 

P19  M9  119  81 

1  08  0-92  2-84  142 


—0-72  —1  19  +1-42  +7 

_0-61  —0-92  —0*23  —54 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


The  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  Deamley  work- 
house,  belonging  to  the  Rochdale  Corporation,  are  excluded 
from  the  statistics. 


Infectious  Diseases. — -Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  2, 
enteric  fever  4  (1  death),  erysipelas  1.  From  non-no tifiable 
disease  :  measles  1  death.  Two  of  the  enteric  fever  cases 
were  attributed  to  faulty  drainage. 


Hospital  Accommodation  for  diseases  other  than  small¬ 
pox  provided  jointly  with  Littleborough  and  Milnrow. 
Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  3. 


Disinfection. — Apparatus  at  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply,  except  to  a  few  outlying  farms  and  cottages, 
obtained  from  the  Rochdale  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Two  outfall  works,  “  Higher  ”  and  “  Lower,” 
are  provided.  Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks  and  con¬ 
tinuous  filters.  At  the  “  Higher  ”  works  an  additional  filter 
is  under  construction,  and  the  “  Lower  ”  works  are  to  be 
remodelled. 
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Scavenging,  as  performed  by  contract,  gives  satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — At  some  of  the  cowsheds  there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  lighting  and  ventilation.  Twenty- 
two  visits  were  paid  to  factories  and  workshops.  Conversion 
of  privies  to  water  closets  numbered  10.  Nuisances  remedied 
10.  Smoke  observations  6. 

The  report  is  in  manuscript. 


Waterloo- with- Seaforth.  —  (Area  in  acres,  952  ;  Estimated 
Population,  27,370). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  S. 
Limrick,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £130. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  23-9 

1908  .  23-6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  25-0 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . -|-0'3 


Ten  Years'  Average. — IT 


Pkr  1,000  OP  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Kate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

12-2 

0-69 

0-98 

2-52 

74 

12-9 

1*04 

0-93 

200 

130 

11-7 

119 

0-75 

2-09 

121 

—0-7  ■ 

CO 

o 

+0-05 

+0-52 

— 56 

+0-5  - 

o 

lO 

6 

+0-23 

-fO-43 

—47 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  29,  scarlet  fever  135  (4  deaths),  enteric 
fever  7  (3  deaths),  erysipelas  13,  puerperal  fever  2.  Deaths 
from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  3,  whooping  cough  2, 
diarrhoea  7.  During  the  last  five  years  the  scarlet  fever 
notifications  have  gradually  increased  :  no  definite  source 
could  be  discovered  to  account  for  so  many  cases.  School 
closure  was  found  necessary,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
measles.  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  42  notifications 
were  received,  referring  to  29  persons. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — An  agreement  exists  with  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool  for  the  reception  in  the  City  hospitals 
of  infectious  cases  occurring  in  this  district.  Cases  treated  : 
diphtheria  8,  scarlet  fever  55  (4  deaths),  enteric  fever  1  (fatal), 
puerperal  fever  1,  measles  3.  Another  enteric  fever  death 
occurred  in  the  hospital — a  ship’s  officer,  who  was  removed 
direct  from  his  ship.  The  total  cost  of  maintenance  in  hospital 
of  these  patients  was  £596  10s.  Od. 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus 
used  449  times  ;  articles  disinfected  5,516.  Rooms  fumigated 
238. 


Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage  is  discharged,  without  treatment,  into  the  estuary 
of  the  Mersey  at  low  water  mark.  The  smoke  test  was  applied 
436  times  to  house  and  school  drains.  Flushing  systematically 
carried  out  ;  over  three  million  gallons  of  water  used  during 
the  year  for  this  purpose. 

Scavenging  performed  by  the  Council’s  staff  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — At  the  schools  an  improvement 
has  been  effected  as  regards  cleaning  ;  a  few  slight  defects 
in  the  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  were  remedied.  At  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  16  rooms  were  found  overcrowded.  Several 
contraventions  of  the  cowshed  regulations  were  observed,  the 
offences  being  chiefly  defective  ventilation,  insufficient  light¬ 
ing,  and  overcrowding.  Sixty-five  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ;  1  sample  was 

found  to  be  tuberculous.  A  large  number  of  defects  were 
noted  on  the  282  visits  to  factories  and  workshops.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Canned)  reports  on  2,305  nuisances  abated. 
Notices  served  604.  Smoke  observations  2. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Refuse  destructor. 
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Westhoughton.  —  (Area  in  acres,  5,560  ;  Estimated  Popu¬ 
lation,  16,100). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  H.  Leigh, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £50. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Per 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  28-8 

12-1 

1908  . 

.  30-9 

16-8 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  31-6 

15-6 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2-1  — 4*7 

Ten  Years’’  Average. — 2*8  — 3*5 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-86 

0-43 

2-67 

137 

1-00 

0*43 

400 

155 

2-35 

0*54 

3-52 

148 

— 0T4 

nil. 

—1-33 

—18 

—1-49 

— Oil 

—0-85 

—11 

“  One-third  of  the  infant  deaths  were  due  to  premature 
birth  or  marasmus,”  and  the  employment  of  women  in 
factories  is,  according  to  Dr.  Leigh,  “to  a  certain  extent 
responsible  for  the  remaining  deaths.” 

Infections  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  12  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  24  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  21  (4  deaths),  erysipelas  12,  puerperal  fever  1. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  4,  whooping 
cough  1,  diarrhoea  1.  Measles  of  a  severe  type  attacked  the 
district,  necessitating  school  closure. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  Fall  Birch  jointly 
with  Horwich  and  Blackrod.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  4, 
scarlet  fever  13,  enteric  fever  11  (2  deaths).  A  corrugated 
iron  building — 12  beds — at  Roger’s  Farm  is  kept  in  readiness 
for  small-pox.  This  district  also  associated  with  neighbour¬ 
ing  districts,  under  a  County  Council  Order,  for  the  provision 
of  small-pox  hospital  accommodation. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital  available. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bolton  Corporation. 
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Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  Dicconson  Lane  by  septic 
tanks  and  continuous  filters  ;  at  Dog  Holes  and  Marsh  Brook 
by  land  ;  at  Roger’s  Farm  by  precipitation  tanks,  continuous 
filters,  and  land.  The  sewage  of  Hulton  Lane  district  is 
turned  into  the  Bolton  Corporation  sewers. 

Scavenging  efficiently  carried  out,  partly  by  the 
Authority  and  partly  by  contract. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  houses  were  closed  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  three  others  made  habitable.  A  quantity  of 
unsound  fruit  (244  lbs.)  was  seized  from  two  hawkers  who 
were  subsequently  fined  £2  and  costs.  Factories  and  work¬ 
shops  received  76  visits.  The  conversion  of  privy  middens 
— 2706  in  number — ^is  proceeding  very  slowly,  only  28  being 
dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Green) 
secured  the  abatement  of  121  nuisances.  “  Casual  ”  smoke 
observations  taken. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  privy  middens  ; 

paving  of  back  streets. 


Whitefield. — (Area  in  acres,  1,406  ;  Estimated  Population, 
6,888). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  J.  Young, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £30. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  18-5 

15-6 

1908  . 

.  2P2 

17'4 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  23-7 

15-7 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2-7  — 1*8 

Ten  Years’’  Average. — 5-2  — OT 


Eate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


0-72 

1-45 

203 

70 

1-74 

0-72 

305 

123 

1-90 

0-79 

2-99 

137 

—102 

+0-73  —102 

—53 

—118 

+0‘66  — 0‘96 

—67 

Per  1,000  OF  POPUL.4.TION. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Infectious  Diseases.  Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  6  (1 
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death),  scarlet|fever  197  (1  death),  enteric  fever  4  (1  death), 
erysipelas  6  (1  death),  puerperal  fever  1.  From  non-notifiable 
disease  :  measles  2  deaths.  Scarlet  fever  prevailed  throughout 
the  year  and  necessitated  school  closure.  Laxity  and  careless¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  parents — notwithstanding  the  handbills 
distributed — were  responsible,  in  a  great ^  measure,  for  the 
number  of  cases  which  occurred. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  by  the  Bury,  &c.. 
Joint  Board  for  all  purposes.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  1, 
scarlet  fever  109  (1  death),  enteric  fever  1  (fatal). 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks,  continuous 
filters,  final  sedimentation  tanks,  land,  and  storm  filters. 
Extensions  at  the  sewage  works  in  progress. 

Scavenging  efficiently  performed  by  the  Authority. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — House  accommodation,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory,  but  there  is  a  scarcity  of  working-class 
dwellings.  Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  numbered  50, 
defects  found  5.  Conversion  of  privy  middens  to  the  water- 
carriage  system  carried  on  extensively,  112  being  so  altered. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Wright)  served  86  notices  ;  in  one  in¬ 
stance  legal  proceedings  successfully  instituted.  Nuisances 
remedied  128.  Smoke  observations  136  ;  two  being  followed 
by  legal  proceedings,  when  fines  of  £5  and  costs  were  inflicted 
in  each  case. 

Notable  sanitaiy  improve-  Conversion  of  privy  middens, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Paving  of  back  streets ;  disin¬ 
fecting  apparatus. 
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Whitworth. — (Area  in  acres,  4,485  ;  Estimated  Population, 
10,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Alexander  Welsh, 
M.D.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  18-9 

1908  .  17-9 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  20-9 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +1-0 


Ten  Years’’  Average. — 2-0 


Per  1.000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

I'eath- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

18-0 

1-90 

1-70 

2-90 

132 

15-7 

0-80 

1-20 

2-30 

184 

16-5 

0-91 

T31 

3-68 

134 

+2-3 

+  1T0 

+0-50 

+0-60 

—52 

+1-5 

+0-99 

+0-39 

—0-78 

—2 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  11  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  13,  enteric 
fever  4,  erysipelas  20,  puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  11,  whooping  cough  5,  diarrhoea  1. 
Measles  and  whooping  cough  prevailed  in  the  earlier  months 
of  the  year,  and  school  closure  was  adopted.  Attention  is 
again  called  to  the  practice  of  prize-giving  for  regular  attend¬ 
ance  at  school,  this  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — A  cottage  hospital — 12  beds — 
available  for  small-pox.  No  provision  for  other  diseases. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Houses  fumigated  23, 
schools  5. 

Water  Supply  obtained,  mainly  from  Rochdale  Corpora¬ 
tion. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  precipitation  tanks,  continuous 

filters,  land,  and  storm  filters. 
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Scavenging ,  performed  by  the  Authority,  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
dealt  with,  and  one  house  unfit  for  human  habitation  closed. 
The  lavatory  accommodation  at  one  school  is  unsatisfactory. 
Improvements  effected  at  some  of  the  cowsheds  as  regards 
lighting  and  ventilation.  Factories  and  workshops  received 
105  inspections.  The  closet  accommodation  is  chiefly  on  the 
pail  ”  system,  the  number  of  these  closets  being  1,499.  The 
water-carriage  system  is  adopted  in  new  property,  and 
recommended  in  the  carrying  out  of  alterations  in  old  property. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Cordingley)  served  81  notices  ;  nuisances 
remedied  352. 

Widnes  (Borough). — (Area  in  acres,  3,110 ;  Estimated 
Population,  32,111). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  S. 
Brebner,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £200. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

3P2 

16T 

1-89 

0-99 

314 

141 

1908  . 

32-4 

17-3 

1-24 

0-65 

3-39 

137 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

32-7 

17-5 

203 

0-50 

3-55 

168 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— P2  - 

-P2 

+0-65 

+0-34  ■ 

—0-25 

+4 

Ten  Years'"  Average. 

—1-5  - 

-1*4 

— 0T4 

+0-49  - 

—0-41  - 

-27 

Considerably  over  one 

-third 

of  the 

infant 

deaths 

were 

due  to  wasting  diseases,  and  almost  one-half  of  the  remainder 
were  caused  by  diarrhoeal  diseases,  indicating  neglect,  or  want 
of  care,  both  before  and  after  the  confinement. 


173 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  15  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  186  (5  deaths),, 
enteric  fever  16  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  18  (1  death),  puerperal 
fever  2.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  16, 
whooping  cough  23,  diarrhoea  14.  Ninety-four  per  cent,  of 
the  scarlet  fever  cases  and  the  whole  of  the  enteric  fever  cases 
were  isolated  in  hospital.  Ther’e  was  a  comparative  immunity 
from  the  latter  disease,  the  notifications  being  below  any  of 
the  preceding  18  years,  excepting  1907,  when  they  were  the 
same.  The  cold  wet  summer  probably  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  reduced  prevalence.  Reference  is  made  to  the  danger 
of  carrier  ”  cases  in  a  town  which  has  upwa-rds  of  four 
thousand  privy  middens.  Measles  became  epidemic  in  the 
last  few  weeks  of  the  year  in  West  Bank  district,  but  as  the 
Christmas  holidavs  were  close  at  hand,  school  closure  was  not 
resorted  to.  This  disease,  together  with  whooping  cough,, 
gave  rise  to  39  deaths  ;  ‘‘  parents  do  not  treat  them  seriously, 
and  children  are  often  simply  allowed  to  take  their  chance  of 
recovery.” 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  hospital  at  Crow  Wood 
has  provision  for  40  patients.  There  is  also  a  wooden  small¬ 
pox  hospital — 8  beds — at  Barrow’s  Green  ;  foundations  are 
laid  for  another  ward,  which  could  rapidly  be  erected  if 
occasion  arose.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  3,  scarlet  fever  176 
(5  deaths),  enteric  fever  16  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Manlove  and  Alliott’s  steam  apparatus  at 
the  hospital,  used  for  the  disinfection  of  3,336  articles. 
Houses  fumigated  84. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  three  deep  wells  in  the  red 
sandstone  at  Stocks  Well  and  Netherley. 

Sewage  is  discharged,  without  treatment,  into  the  estuary 
of  the  River  Mersey. 


174 


Scavenging  carried  out- by  the  Council’s  employees  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  number  of  houses  were  certified 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  were  practically  gutted.  Fourteen 
cases  of  overcrowding  met  with.  Food  destroyed  as  unsound 
included,  fruit  1,398  lbs.  and  984  oranges’,  vegetables  676  lbs., 
&c.  At  the  cowsheds  some  alterations  were  effected,  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  requirements.  To  factories  and  work¬ 
shops  192  visits  were  paid,  and  63  canal  boats  were  examined. 
Only  20  privies  were  converted,  although  4,176  exist.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Lowe)  served  300  notices,  and  dealt  with  782 
nuisances. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Conversion  of  privy  middens. 


Withnell _ (Area  in  acres,  3,705  ;  Estimated  Population, 

3,700). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  S.  Walker  Maclean, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £25. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  21-8 

1908  .  21-6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  22-4 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +0-2 


Ten  Years'"  Average. — 0‘6 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

P.espira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  lo 
1.000 
Births. 

12-9 

0-54 

0-54 

3-24 

74 

13-7 

1-08 

0-54 

T35 

137 

12-4 

TOO 

0-73 

T88 

118 

—0-8 

— 0-54 

nil. 

+  T89  - 

-63 

+0-5 

—0-46  - 

— 0T9 

+  T36  - 

—44 

Much  good  work  is  being  done  in  the  district  in  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  young  mothers  as  to  the  care  and  management  of  their 
infant  children. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  3, 
enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  2.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable 
disease  :  whooping  cough  2. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
— 20  beds — provided.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever  removed. 
For  small-pox  one  bed  retained  at  Finnington  hospital, 
belonging  to  the  Blackburn  Corporation. 

Disinfection. — Musgrave’s  steam  apparatus  provided  at 
the  hospital. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  (a)  precipitation,  polarite  beds, 
and  irrigation  ;  (5)  double  contact  beds  and  irrigation.  An 
Inquiry  has  been  held  by  the  Local  Government  Board  into 
an  application  for  the  borrowing  of  £3,000  for  a  scheme  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  Brinscall  portion 
of  the  district  ;  subsequently  a  revised  scheme  was  submitted 
to  the  Board.  Improvements  in  the  drainage  of  the  district 
are  reported. 

Scavenging  performed  by  the  Authority  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Housing  accommodation  is  rather 
limited.  The  provision  of  a  public  abattoir  is  strongly  recom¬ 
mended.  Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  numbered 
6.  Only  3  privy  middens  were  abolished  and  replaced  by 
water  closets  ;  74  of  the  former  still  remain.  The  Inspector 
served  12  notices  for  nuisance  abatement.  Smoke  observa¬ 
tions  12. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Scheme  prepared  for  drainage  of 
ment.  *  Brinscall. 


Sanitary  requirement. 


Public  abattoir. 


Woisley. — (Area  in  acres,  5,342  ;  Estimated  Population, 
13,603). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  R.  Sayers,  M.D.  ; 
Sala.ry,  £50. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  23-5 

1908  .  2P9 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  23-2 


Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +1‘6 

Ten  Years'’  Average. 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


iJeath- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

13-5 

1-24 

102 

2-71 

130 

130 

0-89 

0-89 

2-30 

108 

14-3 

1-69 

0-94 

2-42 

131 

+0*5 

+0-35 

+013 

+0-41 

+22 

—0-8 

—0-45 

+ 

o 

o 

00 

+0-29 

—1 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  18  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  202  (4  deaths), 
enteric  fever  3  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  7.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  measles  6,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  1. 
Scarlet  fever  appeared  in  epidemic  form  in  March,  and  again 
in  August,  continuing  to  the  end  of  the  year,  principally 
affecting  children  attending  St.  Paul’s  infants’  schools.  Owing 
to  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  Boothstown  and  All  Saints’ 
districts,  schools  were  closed  for  3  weeks. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — Small-pox  accommodation 
provided  at  Linnyshaw  Moss,  jointly  with  Swinton  and 
Pendlebury ;  other  infectious  cases  removed  to  the  Salford 
Corporation  hospital.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  13. 

Disinfection.  —  No  apparatus.  Rooms  fumigated 
numbered  220. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  the  Manchester  and  Bolton 
Corporations. 


Sewage. — Treatment :  Barton  Old  Hall  and  Boothstown, 
precipitation  tanks  and  land  ;  Wardley,  septic  tanks,  contin¬ 
uous  filters,  and  land.  “  Several  of  the  streets  are  in  a  very 
bad  condition,  unformed,  and  without  drains  to  carry  off  top 
water.” 

Scavenghig,  as  carried  out  by  contract,  gives  satisfaction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt 
with.  In  four  instances  it  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  for 
the  cleansing  and  lime  washing  of  cowsheds  and  out¬ 
buildings  ;  two  farmsteads  have  been  demolished.  Factories 
and  workshops  received  73  inspections.  Canal  boats  examined 
63,  infringements  of  the  Acts  dealt  with  9.  Only  20  privy 
middens  were  converted  ;  no  fewer  than  2,495  remain.  The 
Inspector  (Mr.  Willcock)  served  170  notices  ;  nuisances 
remedied  190.  Smoke  observations  12. 

Sanitary  requirements.  More  attention  to  hospital 

isolation ;  conversion  of 
privies  to  the  water-carriage 
system ;  paving  and  sewering 
of  streets. 
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RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Barton-upon-Irwell. — (Area  in  acres,  6,872  ;  Estimated 
Population,  9,280). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Albert 
E.  Berry,  M.D.  (Bond.)  ;  Salary,  £60. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Pbe  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate- 

P.espira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

1909  . 

25-2 

121 

0-53 

0-53 

2-37 

85 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

20-6 

13-9 

1-20 

0-43 

1-96 

100 

1899-1908  . . . 

24-2 

13-5 

1-75 

0-75 

2-09 

113 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on— 

Previous  Year . 

+4-6 

—1-8 

—0-67 

+010 

+0-41 

—15 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+  10 

—1-4 

—1-22 

—0-22 

+0-28 

—28 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  9,  scarlet  fever  66  (1  death),  enteric  fever  7 
(2  deaths),  erysipelas  5  (1  death),  puerperal  fever  2  (both 
fatal).  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  1, 
diarrhoea  1.  Closure  of  a  school  at  Davyhulme,  and  the 
temporary  closure  for  disinfection  of  one  in  Elixton  is  reported 
as  having  had  the  desired  effect  in  stopping  the  spread  of 
scarlet  fever. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Salford  Corporation 
hospitals  are,  by  arrangement,  available  for  all  diseases. 
Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  3,  scarlet  fever  31  (1  death),  enteric 
fever  3  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus  at 
Salford  hospital  available. 


Water  Supply. — The  whole  district,  except  a  few  scattered 
dwellings,  is  supplied  by  town’s  water,  partly  by  Manchester 
and  partly  by  Bolton.  One  well,  the  water  from  which  was 
found  on  analysis  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  was  closed 
and  town’s  water  provided. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  CMfton  (Clough  works  and  Unity 
Bridge  works)  detritus  tanks  and  continuous  filters  ;  Davy- 
hulme,  screening  chambers  and  continuous  filters.  Flixton 
sewage  is  treated  at  the  works  provided  jointly  with  the 
Urmston  Urban  District.  It  is  proposed  to  convey  the  Davy- 
hulme  sewage  to  the  Manchester  (Davyhulme)  works.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  the  cesspool  system 
of  the  township  of  Davyhulme  and  low-lying  portions  of 
Flixton  is  most  unsatisfactory,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the 
sewerage  schemes,  which  the  Council  have  in  hand,  will  much 
improve  the  existing  conditions. 

Scavenging  satisfactorily  performed  at  Flixton  by  the 
Council’s  employees,  at  Clifton  and  Davyhulme  under 
contract,  and  at  Barton  Moss  this  duty  devolves  on  occupiers 
— mostly  farmers. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Overcrowding,  found  to  exist  at 
one  cowshed,  has  been  remedied.  Slaughter-houses  are  so 
scattered  that  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out  a  thorough 
inspection  of  carcases  before  the  organs  are  removed.  Fac¬ 
tories  and  workshops  received  64  inspections.  Privy 
middens  in  the  district  numbered  732,  onlv  5  were  converted 
to  water  closets.  The  Inspector  served  27  notices  ;  nuisances 
remedied  215.  Smoke  observations  6. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Sewering  of  the  township  of 

Davyhulme  and  low-lying 
portions  of  Flixton. 


The  report  is  in  manuscript. 
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Blackburn. — (Area  in  acres,  20,150 ;  Census  Population, 
excluding  Public  Institutions,  8,238). — Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  W.  R.  Pollard,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population 

Epidemic  Phthisis 

Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to- 
1.000 
Births. 

PJ09  . 

21-3 

15-6 

T21 

0-24 

1-94 

96 

1908  . 

230 

12-5 

0T2 

0-72 

2-06 

73 

Mean  of  10  vears 

1899-1908  . 

23-2 

14-6 

103 

0-78 

2-66 

114 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

— P7 

+31 

+109 

—0-48 

— 0T2 

+23 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

— P9 

+  10 

+0T8 

—0*54 

—0-72 

—18 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  9  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  50  (4  deaths), 
enteric  fever  2  (1  death),  erysipelas  1,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal). 
Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  4.  There  was 
an  unusual  amount  of  infectious  disease  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles, 
several  schools  were  closed  in  various  townships. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — By  arrangement,  cases  may 
be  removed  to  the  Blackburn  Corporation  hospital.  Cases 
treated  ;  scarlet  fever  4. 


Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  “  If  necessary  ”  infected 
clothing  can  be  sent  to  Blackburn  for  disinfection. 

W ater  Supply  obtained  partly  from  the  Blackburn 
Corporation,  and  partly  from  private  reservoirs  and  wells. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  Billington,  (a)  open  septic  tanks, 
sprinklers,  and  irrigation,  (b)  storm  filters — the  new  works  are 
completed  and  in  use  ;  at  Langho,  same  treatment  adopted  ; 
at  Wilpshire,  settlement,  filtration,  and  irrigation  ;  at 
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Mellor,  closed  septic  tank  and  irrigation ;  and  at  Mellor 
Brook,  closed  septic  and  single  contact.  The  weir  on  the 
River  Darwen  at  Feniscowles,  has,  at  last,  been  removed,  and 
resulted  in  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
river. 

Scavenging  of  the  townsJ:iLip  of  Livesey  is  performed  by 
contract ;  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  this  work  devolves 
on  owners  or  tenants. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Cowsheds  have  “  improved.” 
Factories  and  workshops  received  30  visits.  Notices  served 
and  nuisances  remedied  11. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Removal  of  weir  at  Feniscowles. 
ment. 


Burnley. — (Area  in  acres,  42,325  ;  Estimated  Population, 
20,000). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Henry  J.  Robinson, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £100. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  19*1 

1908  .  21-5 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  22-3 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2*4 


Ten  Years’  Average. — 3*2 


Pee  1,000  OP  Population. 

Kate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

r)eath- 

rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

140 

0-40 

0-80 

2-80 

109 

12-2 

0-45 

0-35 

2-22 

114 

12-9 

ITO 

0-64 

2*59 

119 

+1-8 

—005 

+0-45 

+0-58 

—5 

+1T 

o 

r- 

o 

+0T6 

+0-21 

—10 

One-third  of  the  total  deaths  were  amongst  persons  aged 
65  years  and  upwards. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  5  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  72  (1  death). 
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enteric  fever  6  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  12,  puerperal  fever  1 
Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  measles  1,  diarrhoea  3. 
The  townships  most  affected  with  scarlet  fever  were  Hapton, 
Briercliffe,  Worsthorne,  Old  Laund  Booth,  and  Blacko. 
Measles  necessitated  school  closure  at  Sabden,  Wheatlev,  and 
Roughlee. 


Hospital  Accommodation  provided  at  the  Burnley,  &c., 
joint  sanatorium  at  Kibble  Bank  for  ordinary  infectious 
diseases,  and  at  Crown  Point  for  small-pox.  Cases  treated  : 
diphtheria  1,  scarlet  fever  33  (1  death),  enteric  fever  1, 
erysipelas  3. 


Disinfection. — By  agreement,  the  Burnley  steam 

apparatus  available. 


Water  Supply. — “  Of  the  21  townships  15  have  public 
supplies,  2  private,  and  the  remaining  are  receiving  attention.” 
A  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  relative  to  a 
scheme  for  Higham,  “  but  little  progress  has  been  made.” 
Newchurch-in-Pendle  is  badly  in  want  of  a  supply. 

Sewage. — The  sewers  of  several  townships  are  connected 
to  the  Burnley  system.  At  Huncoat,  sewage  treatment  con¬ 
sists  of  {a)  open  septic  tanks  and  double  contact,  (6)  storm 
filter  beds  ;  alterations  are  under  consideration.  At  Whinney 
Hill,  Altham,  the  works  consist  of  closed  septic  tank,  sprinlders, 
and  sedimentation  tanks  ;  at  Sabden,  {a)  open  septic  and 
irrigation,  {b)  storm-water  filters.  A  scheme  was  prepared 
for  additional  treatment  at  the  latter  works  through  per¬ 
colating  beds  ;  application  made  for  sanction  to  borrow 
£1,000,  and  an  Inquiry  held.  An  amended  scheme  was 
subsequently  prepared.  The  condition  of  Foulridge  is  stiU 
unsatisfactory  ;  a  difficulty  is  experienced  in  securing  a  site 
for  sewage  works.  The  Worsthorne  sewerage  scheme  is  now 
practically  accomplished. 

Scavenging. — Eighteen  townships  are  now  scavenged 
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by  the  Council’s  employees,  and  much  better  results  have 
accrued  than  was  the  case  when  the  work  was  done  by 
contract.  In  3  townships  this  work  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
contractors. 

Sa7iitary  Inspection. — At  the  cowsheds  improvements  are 
continually  being  effected  ;  the  chief  defects  still  existing  are 
want  of  ventilation,  drainage  unsatisfactory,  insufficient 
light,  &c.  Forty  visits  paid  to  factories  and  workshops  ;  20 
canal  boats  examined.  Notices  served  335,  nuisances  abated 
420.  Smoke  observations  6. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewage  disposal  works  and  laying 
ments.  of  sewers  at  Worsthorne  ; 

water  scheme  for  Briercliffe. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Water  supply  for  Newchurch- 

in  -  Pendle  ;  sewerage  of 
Foulridge. 


Bury. — (Area  in  acres,  12,014  ;  Estimated  Population,  8,586). 
— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  W.  Cook,  M.B.  ;  Salary, 


£95. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  21-4 

1908  .  23-4 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  20-5 

hicrease  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 2-0 


Ten  Years^  Average.  +0*9 


Pee  1,000  OF  Population 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

13-2 

0-69 

0-58 

1-86 

76 

13-4 

0-82 

0-82 

212 

80 

13*4 

P20 

0-60 

2-32 

122 

—0-2 

— 013  - 

-0-24 

—0-26 

—4 

—0-2  - 

—0-51  - 

-0-02 

0-46 

—46 

Bef erring  to  infant  mortality.  Dr.  Cook  remarks  “  more 
attention  is  being  paid  to  cleanliness  in  the  feeding  bottles, 
and  the  preparation  of  food  for  children  brought  up  by  hand.” 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  4,  scarlet 
lever  46  (2  deaths),  enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  5,  puerperal 
fever  2  (1  death).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  1,  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  2.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  close  two  schools  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
of  measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  and  ordinary 
infectious  diseases  provided  at  the  Bury  and  District  joint 
hospitals  at  Ainsworth  and  Dear  dens.  Cases  treated  : 
scarlet  fever  13  (1  death),  enteric  fever  2. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  (Thresh)  at  hospital ; 
rooms  fumigated  83. 

Water  Supply. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  supplied 
by  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board.  Ainsworth 
receives  a  portion  of  its  supply  from  Bolton,  and  Bamford 
from  the  Hey  wood  and  Middleton  W^ater  Board.  Most  of 
the  farms  and  outlying  parts  of  the  district  have  private 
supplies. 

Sewage. — Schemes  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  are  in 
operation  at  Prestolee,  Parrs,  Hollins,  Black  Lane,  and  Black¬ 
ford  Brow.  The  works  at  Bamford  are  practically  completed, 
and  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  put  into  operation.  Extensions 
have  taken  place  at  Prestolee.  New  works  at  Ainsworth 
(Bradley  Fold)  are  being  constructed,  and  a  Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  has  been  held  with  reference  to  a  scheme  for 
the  treatment  of  the  sewage  at  Ringley. 

Scavenging^  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  farmers, 
said  to  be  “  satisfactory  on  the  whole.” 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Four  insanitary  houses  demolished, 
and  20  made  habitable.  Improvements  are  reported  as 
desirable  at  some  of  the  elementary  schools,  especially  as 
regards  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  condition  of  the  school 
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yards.  New  cowsheds  have  been  erected,  and  sanitary 
improvements  made  at  others  in  respect  of  drainage,  ventila¬ 
tion,  and  air  space.  Twenty-four  inspections  of  canal  boats 
were  made,  and  93  visits  paid  to  factories  and  workshops. 
The  Medical  Officer  urges  the  adoption  of  water  closets,  where 
possible,  in  lieu  of  the  privy  middens,  which  are  so  common 
in  the  district.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Hurst)  served  77  notices  ; 
nuisances  remedied  196.  Smoke  observations  20. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewering  and  sewage  works  ; 
ments.  improvements  to  old  property 

and  cowsheds. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  privy  middens  to 

water  closets ;  better  scavenging . 


Chorley. — (Area  in  acres,  39,988  ;  Estimated  Population, 
21,500). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  A.  Harris,  M.D. 
(Lond.)  ;  Salary,  £150. 


Vital  Statistics. 


1909  . 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 


Birth¬ 
rate. 

25-9  140  0-51 

24-8  14-3  0-79 

270  14-7  1T9 


Rate  of 
Respira-  Deaths 


Phthisis 

Death- 

rate- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-83 

2-23 

86 

0-65 

2-01 

105 

0-79 

2-59 

123 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Previous  Year . +1‘1  — 0’3  — 0'28  -|-0T8  -|-0‘22  — 19 

Ten  Years’  Average. — IT  — 0*7  — 0  68  +0  04  — 0  36  — 37 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  18  (6  deaths),  scarlet  fever  42  (2  deaths), 
enteric  feverjl2  (1  death),  erysipelas  4.  Heaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  2.  The  number  of 
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notifications  of  infectious  diseases  was  considerably  less  than 
in  any  previous  year,  and  only  about  half  the  average  number 
reported  in  the  previous  decade.  German  measles  was 
epidemic  in  the  spring  in  the  western  portion  of  the  district, 
notably  at  Mawdesley,  Eccleston,  and  Heskin. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
provided  at  the  Chorley,  &c.,  joint  hospital  at  Heath  Charnock, 
and  for  small-pox  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Blackburn  Corporation  for  the  use  of  10  beds 
at  their  Finnington  hospital.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  4, 
scarlet  fever  37  (1  death),  enteric  fever  4. 

Disinfection. — The  Chorley  Borough  steam  apparatus  is 
available. 

Water  Supply. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is 
now  well  furnished  with  good  water.  Schemes  of  exten¬ 
sion  of  water  mains  in  several  townships  are  in  hand.  The 
townships  not  furnished  with  a  public  water  supply  vary 
considerably  in  the  adequacy  of  the  supply. 

Sewage. — Treatment  :  at  Heath  Charnock,  settlement 
and  irrigation  ;  at  Coppull  and  CoppuU  Church,  precipitation 
and  filtration  ;  at  Euxton  and  Eccleston,  precipitation  and 
irrigation  ;  at  Wheelton  and  Whittle,  precipitation,  filtration, 
and  irrigation.  At  the  latter  works  additional  land  has  been 
rented  for  irrigation,  and  enlargements  were  carried  out 
at  the  Coppull  Church  works.  Sewers  extended  at  Whittle, 
Bretherton,  and  Euxton. 

Scavenging  undertaken  by  contract  in  seven  of  the  most 
populous  townships.  In  the  remaining  districts  householders 
are  responsible.  The  question  of  scavenging  Eccleston  will 
soon  have  to  be  considered. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — In  some  townships  there  are  not 
enough  houses  with  a  sufficient,  number  of  bedrooms  to 
accommodate  large  families,  and  hence  some  overcrowding 


ensues.  Considerable  alterations  at  cowsheds  have  been 
effected  to  remedy  deficiences  in  cubic  space,  ventilation, 
drainage,  &c.,  but  a  great  deal  remains  to  be  done  before  all 
the  farms  are  satisfactory.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Froes)  served 
210  notices. 


Notable  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments. 


Completion  of  Western  water 
scheme ;  rebuilding  of  shippons. 


Sanitary  requirements.  Public  scavenging  at  Eccleston  ; 

moveable  disinfecting  appara¬ 
tus. 


Clitheroe  (Lancashire  Portion).— (Area  in  acres,  32,231  ; 
Census  Population,  5,845). — Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
T.  Thorntox  Macklir,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth. 

Pee 

Death 

rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

21-8 

14-2 

1908  . 

2P2 

15-3 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

20-3 

14-4 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

+0-6 

—11 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

+1-5  ■ 

—0-2 

1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Kespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate^ 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-34 

0-68 

2-73 

78 

0-68 

P53 

2-39 

80 

0-98 

0-77 

214 

98 

—0-34  - 

-0-85 

+0-34 

—2 

—0-64  - 

-0  09 

+0-59 

—20 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  scarlet  fever  22, 
erysipelas  7,  puerperal  fever  1  death.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  1.  School 
closure  was  resorted  to  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough. 

Hos'pital  Accommodation. — A  small  hospital — joint  with 
Clitheroe  (B.),  &c. — is  available  for  small-pox.  No  provision 
for  other  diseases. 
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Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply. — In  most  localities  public  supplies  of  good 
quality  are  available.  Chipping  and  Wiswell  are  exceptions. 
In  regard  to  the  former  township  the  inhabitants,  on  the 
ground  of  expense,  rejected  a  scheme  by  which  a  good  supply 
would  be  obtained,  preferring  “  in  spite  of  many  proofs  of  the 
utter  badness  of  the  water,”  to  continue  drinking  water 
liable  to  serious  contamination  ;  another  scheme  is,  however, 
being  prepared.  As  regards  Wiswell  there  is  a  scheme  in 
hand  to  supply  this  village  with  water  gathered  from  Wiswell 
Moor.  In  Worston  a  new  main  has  been  laid  through  the 
village. 

Sewage. — Treatment  ;  at  Chatburn,  by  crude  irrigation  ; 
at  Whatley,  by  irrigation  ;  and  at  Barrow,  by  continuous 
precipitation  and  irrigation.  The  River  Calder  is  still  very 
much  polluted,  and  at  times,  in  summer,  gives  off  an 
offensi’^  effluvium. 

Scavenging  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  Authority 
in  Chatburn,  Chipping,  Barrow,  and  Wiswell.  In  Whalley 
and  Hurst  Green  owners  or  occupiers  are  responsible,  therefore 

the  work  is  often  neglected  or  very  inefficiently  attended  to. 

« 

Sanitary  Inspection. — In  some  of  the  older  villages  there 
are  houses,  small  and  dark,  unduly  crowded  into  limited 
space,  for  example,  at  Wiswell.  Nearly  all  the  schools  show 
“  defects  of  one  kind  or  another.”  About  895  privy  middens 
exist.  Dr.  Macklin  regrets  that  only  18  of  these  “  evil  smelling 
and  filthy  institutions  ”  were  abolished  during  the  year. 
Only  2  notices  were  required  for  nuisance  abatement. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Water  supply  for  Chipping  and 

Wiswell  ;  reduction  of  number 
of  privy  middens. 
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Fylde.  —  (Area  in  acres,  38,768  ;  Estimated  Population, 
11,550). — Medical  OlJicer  of  Health,  Charles  Court, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate, 

l?eath- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

I)eath- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
])eaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

24-3 

13-7 

1-47 

0-34 

1-64 

71 

1908  . 

25-2 

13-7 

0-87 

0-43 

2-72 

111 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

25-9 

13-6 

107 

0-66 

1-79 

106 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—0-9 

nil. 

-fO-60  - 

-0-09  - 

-108 

—40 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—1-6 

-fOT 

o 

o 

1 

-0*32  - 

-0T5 

—35 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  58  (7  deaths),  scarlet  fever  82  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  14  (6  deaths),  erysipelas  3,  puerperal  fever  1 
death.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  disease  :  diarrhoea  2. 
The  epidemic  of  diphtheria  owed  its  origin  to  a  case  in  Novem¬ 
ber  of  last  year  to  which  medical  attendance  was  not  secured  ; 
from  this  case  the  outbreak  extended,  children  from  infected 
houses  continuing  to  attend  school.  The  school  (Warton) 
was  subsequently  closed  for  six  weeks,  and  similar  action  was 
taken  in  two  other  villages,  to  which  the  disease  spread — Wrea 
Green  and  Singleton.  Scarlet  fever  during  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year  invaded  almost  every  village  ;  schools  at 
Newton-with-Scales,  Wrea  Green,  and  Esprick  were  closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
provided  at  the  Eylde  joint  hospital  at  Moss  Side,  and  for 
small-pox  at  Elswick.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  31  (6  deaths) 
scarlet  fever  69  (1  death),  enteric  fever  12  (6  deaths). 
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Disinfection.— No  proper  appliances.  Eight  schools  and 
158  houses  fumigated. 

Water  Supply. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  supplied 
by  the  Eylde  Water  Board. 

Sewage.  —  Sewerage  schemes  are  in  operation  at 
Wesham,  Ereckleton,  Singleton,  Wrea  Green,  and  Carle  ton. 
The  remainder  of  the  district  drains  into  cesspools  or  ditches. 

Scavenging  in  Wesham  undertaken  by  contract  ;  in  all 
other  townships  the  work  devolves  on  householders,  and  is 
not  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspectio7i. — Three  of  the  slaughter-houses  Avere 
not  satisfactory  as  regards  cleanliness.  Forty-eight  privy 
middens  abolished  and  the  water-carriage  system  substituted. 
Mr.  Jolly  (Inspector)  secured  the  abatement  of  246 
nuisances  ;  notices  served  81.  Smoke  observations  2. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Four  blocks  of  property  re- 
ment.  seAvered  and  privies  converted 

to  water  closets. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Better  scavenging. 


Gars  tang. — (Area  in  acres,  57,380 ;  Census  Population, 
10,437). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Thomas  Fisheh, 
M.R.C.S.  ;  Salary,  £70. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per  1,000  OF  POPULATIOX. 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
l.OCO 
Birtl'.s. 

1909  . 

20-9 

14-4 

0'38 

0-76 

F53 

95 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

22-7 

12-7 

0-47 

0-76 

1-72 

84 

1899-1908  . 

Increase  or  Decrease 

22-7 

12-8 

0-52 

0-67 

1-88 

75 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—1-8 

+  F7 

—0-09 

nil. 

— 0T9 

+11 

Ten  Years'"  Average. 

—1-8 

-fP6 

— 0T4 

+0-09 

—0-35 

+20 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  2  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  36  (2  deaths),  enteric  fever  12  (1  death), 
erysipelas  3.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  nil.  Nine¬ 
teen  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  occurred  in  the  township  of 
Barnacre,  and  7  enteric  fever  cases  were  notified  from  Out 
Bawcliffe.  On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles  and 
influenza  school  closure  was  resorted  to.  The  voluntary  notifi¬ 
cation  of  phthisis  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  failure  in  this  district. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  small-pox  provided  at  Els- 
wick.  Plans  and  estimates  are  now  being  prepared  for 
the  erection  of  an  isolation  hospital  on  the  site  purchased  last 
year. 

Disinfection. — N  o  proper  apparatus.  Houses  fumigated  28. 

Water  Supply  for  many  of  the  townships  obtained  from 
the  Fylde  Water  Board.  Pilling  still  remains  “  very  badh^ 
off,”  all  attempts  to  supply  Avater  at  a  reasonable  cost  having 
failed.  At  Hambleton  nearly  all  the  houses,  v.  hich  had  not  a 
good  supply,  are  now  connected  to  the  Fylde  mains,  and  it  is 
expected  that,  during  the  current  year,  a  supply  from  the 
Thirlmere  aqueduct  (Manchester)  will  be  available  for  Calder 
Vale. 

Sewage. — The  works  at  Bowgreave  continue  to  work 
satisfactorily,  but  those  at  Scorton  have  not  come  up  to 
expectation.  A  small  sewerage  scheme  has,  at  last,  been 
carried  out  at  Hambleton,  which  “  will  remove  all  existing 
nuisances  for  the  present  inhabitants.”  At  Great  Fccleston 
a  scheme  is  in  progress  by  which  sewage  will  be  discharged 
into  the  tidal  portion  of  the  River  Wyre,  and  schemes  are  in 
preparation  for  the  drainage  of  a  portion  of  Garstang,  Out 
Rawcliffe,  and  Forton. 

Scavenging,  at  Garstang,  carried  out  by  contract  ;  at 
Calder  Vale  this  work  is  performed  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 
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It  is  suggested  that  the  Authority  should  undertake  the 
scavenging  of  the  congested  areas  of  other  townships,  as 
the  cost  would  not  be  large  and  the  advantage  great.” 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Schools,  with  few  exceptions,  are 
in  fairly  good  sanitary  condition.  Cowsheds  are  “  variable,” 
but  a  gradual  improvement  is  slowly  takings  place.  Factories 
received  64  visits.  Canal  boats  examined  42,  infringements  15. 
The  Inspector  (Mr.  Cook)  served  66  notices  ;  nuisances 
remedied  154. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Sewerage  of  Hambleton,  and  im- 
ment.  proved  water  supply. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Water  supply  for  Pilling. 


Lancaster. — (Area  in  acres,  54,503  ;  Estimated  Population, 
9,040). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  R.  Parker,  L.R.C.P. ; 
Salary,  £50. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Pee  1,000  OF  Population. 


Rate  of 
Eespiia-  Deaths 


Birth- 

Death- 

Epidemic 

Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

tory 

Death- 

under  1 
year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

Births. 

1909  . 

20-0 

12-2 

055 

0-44 

P32 

66 

1908  . 

23-3 

12-3 

0-44 

POO 

1-33 

52 

Mean  of  10  vears 

1899-1908  . 

24-6 

14-2 

112 

0-82 

P74 

no 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

—3-3 

— OT 

-fOTl  - 

-0-56 

—001 

+14 

Ten  Years’’  Average. 

—4-6 

— 2-0 

—0-57  - 

-0-38 

—0-42 

—44 

Dr.  Parker  reiterates  the  advice  which  has  been  offered 
before,  that  some  serious  attempt  should  be  made  to  give 
the  elder  girls  in  the  elementary  schools  some  idea  of  the  best 
method  of  carrying  out  the  duties  of  maternity,  and  the  rearing 
and  early  education  of  infants. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  7  (1 
death),  scarlet  fever  57  (2  deaths),  enteric  fever  8,  erysipelas  3. 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  whooping  cough  2. 
Scarlet  fever  was  more  than  usually  prevalent.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  adopt  school  closure  in  Silverdale,  where  a  girl 
was  found  not  only  attending  school  whilst  desquamating, 
but,  after  school  hours,  ^  delivering  milk  ;  fortunately 
the  outbreak  which  resulted  was  not  a  serious  one,  being 
confined  to  five  households  and  nine  cases.  Facilities  have 
been  provided  for  bacteriological  examinations  in  cases  of 
enteric  fever  and  diphtheria. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — By  arrangement,  patients 
from  this  district  are  admitted  into  the  Lancaster  Borough 
sanatorium.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  24. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply  obtained  from  several  sources,  viz.,  Lan¬ 
caster  Corporation,  Manchester  Corporation  (Thirlmere  pipe), 
Carnforth  waterworks,  and  various  wells  and  ditches.  The 
scheme  for  providing  Silverdale  with  a  good  and  wholesome 
supply  of  water,  although  seemingly  at  one  time  likely  to 
succeed,  has  not  been  brought  to  a  successful  termination. 

Sewage. — The  Authority  have  control  of  seven  separate 
sewerage  systems.  “  In  most  places  the  sewage  is  run  into 
tidal  waters  ;  in  other  cases  it  is  placed  on  the  land.”  The 
Warton  sewer  has  been  completed,  and  is  now  in  good  working 
order.  The  sewer  at  Galgate  has  been  extended,  but  its 
condition  is  just  as  in  the  past,”  and  at  Glasson  Dock  the 
sewer  is  also  in  the  “  same  unsatisfactory  condition.” 

Scavenging. — In  Galgate,  Glasson  Dock,  Thurnham, 
Bolton,  Silverdale,  Lindeth,  Warton,  Yealand  Conyers,  and 
Yealand  Redmayne,  contracts  are  in  operation  for  the  removal 
of  house  refuse.  On  the  whole  the  work  is  fairly  well  carried 
out. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. — Considerable  attention  has  been 
given  to  cowsheds,  the  sanitary  condition  of  which  is  being 
gradually  improved.  One-and-a-half  carcases  of  beef  and 
1  carcase  of  mutton  were  destroyed  as  unfit  for  food. 
Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  numbered  60  ;  5  defects 
found  and  remedied.  Canal  boats  examined  27.  Nineteen 

X 

privy  middens  converted  to  water  closets.  The  Inspector 
served  154  notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  180. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Completion  of  Warton  sewer, 
ment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Commencement  of  Galgate  and 

Glasson  Dock  sewers  ;  public 
water  supply  for  Silver  dale. 


Leigh. — (Area  in  acres,  11,574  ;  Estimated  Population, 
9,230). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  Challixor, 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £100. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  33-3 

151 

1908  . 

.  32T 

16-9 

Mean  of  10^ years 

1899-1908  . 

.  32-2 

16*3 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1‘8 

Teri  Years'  Average . — 1'2 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Eespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Kate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1.000 
Births. 

1-95 

0-86 

3T4 

no 

2-07 

0-87 

3-39 

136 

211 

0-77 

3-36 

141 

— 0-12 

—0-01  - 

-0-25 

—26 

— 0T6 

+0*09  - 

-0-22 

—31 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  15  (3  deaths),  scarlet  fever  57  (1  death), 
enteric  fever  7  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  11,  puerperal  fever  1 
(fatal)  Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  7, 
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whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  4.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  Newchurch  schools  closed.  Two  of  the  cases  of 
enteric  fever  were  attributed  to  sanitary  defects.  Measles 
prevailed  at  Lowton  and  Astley,  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  school  closure. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  all  purposes  provided  by  the 
Leigh,  &c.,  Joint  Board.  Cases  treated  ;  diphtheria  2,  scarlet 
fever  37  (1  death),  enteric  fever  6  (2  deaths). 

Disinfection.  —  No  apparatus.  Seventy-two  houses 
fumigated. 

Water  Supply.  —  Astley  is  supplied  with  Manchester 
water  by  arrangement  with  Tyldesley,  and  this  has  now 
been  augmented  by  a  supply  through  the  Leigh  Corporation  ; 
Culcheth,  from  the  Warrington  Water  Company  ;  and  Lowton 
— augmented  by  a  supply  from  Newton — and  part  of  Ken3^on 
by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  by  arrangement  with  Abram. 
The  remaining  parts  of  the  district  rely  on  wells. 

Sewage  receives  treatment  at  four  outfall  works,  viz., 
Astley,  precipitation  tanks  and  continuous  filters  ;  Glazebury, 
septic  tanks  and  continuous  filters  ;  Lowton  Common,  detritus 
tanks,  continuous  filters,  and  land  ;  Lowton  St.  Mary’s,  settling 
tank  and  continuous  filter.  The  main  sewer  at  Lark  Hill  has 
been  extended. 

Scavenging  carried  out  by  arrangement  between  farmers 
and  householders  said  to  be,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — “  Sixteen  houses  have  been  con¬ 
demned,  15  closed,  7  demolished,  and  9  made  habitable.”  At 
Newchurch  schools  the  privies  and  ashpits  were  found  to  be 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  Forty- three  notices  to  remedy 
certain  defects  at  the  cowsheds  were  issued.  Factories  and 
workshops  received  66  inspections.  Canal  boats  examined 
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154  ;  infringements  noted  6.  The  Inspector  served  306 
notices  ;  nuisances  remedied  267.  In  two  instances  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted. 

Sanitary  requirement.  Portable  disinfector. 


Limehurst. — (Area  in  acres,  4,772  ;  Estimated  Population, 
10,800). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  George  F.  Bowman, 
M.B.  ;  Salary,  £40. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Per 

Birth 

Death 

rate. 

rate- 

1909  . 

13*4 

1908  . 

.  26*2 

16T 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  27-5 

15-8 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — O' 7  — 2' 7 

Ten  Years’’  Average. — 2-0  — 2*4 


1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Piespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births, 

0-55 

P38 

2-22 

101 

1-48 

0-74 

305 

133 

1-64 

1T8 

305 

142 

—0-93 

+0-64 

—0-83 

—32 

—1-09 

o 

O 

+ 

—0-83 

—41 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  4,  scarlet 
fever  31,  enteric  fever  9  (3  deaths),  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal). 
Deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  1,  whooping 
cough  2.  The  origin  of  the  diphtheria  cases  was  traced  to 
an  adjoining  district,  one  of  the  persons  attacked  acting  as  a 
temporary  servant  in  an  infected  house.  One  of  the  scarlet 
fever  cases  occurred  at  a  farmhouse  ;  the  sale  of  milk  was 
stopped,  and  proceedings  instituted  against  the  farmer  under 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order,  but  owing  to  insufficient 
evidence  the  case  was  dismissed.  In  March  a  severe  epidemic 
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of  measles  occurred  in  Waterloo,  and  the  schools  in  the  town¬ 
ship  had  to  be  closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — ^The  only  provision  is  for  small¬ 
pox,  at  Hartshead,  jointly  with  Ashton-under-Lyne  (B.),  &c. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus,  except  in  case  of  small-pox, 
Avhen  the  hospital  disinfector  is  used. 

Water  Supply. — The  larger  portion  of  the  district  is 
supplied  by  the  Ashton,  &c.,  Joint  Board  ;  Cross  Bank  is 
supplied  by  the  Oldham  Corporation  ;  and  the  higher  parishes 
of  Alt  and  Hartshead  depend  upon  springs  and  wells  remote 
from  pollution. 

Sewage. — Treatment ;  Bardsley,  precipitation  tanks, 
double  contact  beds,  and  land  ;  at  Cross  Bank,  precipitation 
tanks,  single  contact  beds,  and  land  ;  at  Waterloo,  precipita¬ 
tion  tanks  and  double  contact  beds.  At  Bardsley  and 
Waterloo  extension  schemes  have  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  a  scheme  for  extensions  at  the 
Cross  Bank  works  is  under  consideration. 

Scaveiujing  partly  carried  out  by  the  Authority  and  partly 
by  householders.  The  emptying  of  ashpits  during  the  day 
time,  by  irresponsible  persons,  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Eight  houses  condemned,  5  closed, 
and  3  demolished.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with. 
Eight  farms  have  been  altered  and  improved  during  the  year  ; 
several  others  require  early  attention.  At  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  two  suspected  carcases  were  inspected  ;  one  carcase 
was  destroyed,  as  the  animal  had  suffered  from  pleuro¬ 
pneumonia.  Factories  and  workshops  received  58  visits. 
Notices  served  362,  nuisances  remedied  378.  Smoke  observa¬ 
tions  33  ;  legal  proceedings  followed  in  one  instance. 
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Lunesdale. — (Area  in  acres,  76,267  ;  Census  Population, 
6,948). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  H.  Stott, 
L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £20  (no  claim). 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Per 

Death- 

rate. 

1,000  OF  Population.- 

1 

Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1909  . 

18-7 

13*9 

1-29 

0-86 

T43 

123 

1908  . 

Mean  of  10  years 

19-2 

100 

0-28 

0-86 

1T5 

59 

1899-1908  . 

21-7 

12-8 

0*69 

0-73 

1-37 

88 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year  . . . 

—0-5 

+3-9 

+101 

nil. 

+0-28 

+64 

Ten  Years’  Average.- 

—30 

+11 

+0-60 

+013 

+0-06 

+35 

The  deaths  of  persons  aged  sixty-five  years  and  upwards 
were  more  numerous  than  usual,  this,  Dr.  Stott  suggests, 
being  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  “  very  inclement  and 
severe  weather  experienced.” 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  9  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  48  (4  deaths), 
enteric  fever  2,  erysipelas  6,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal),  measles 
and  chicken-pox — both  notifiable  in  this  district — 18  and  21 
respectively.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  :  whooping 
cough  2,  diarrhoea  1.  Scarlet  fever  prevailed  epidemically, 
its  effect  being  chiefly  felt  in  the  Caton  sub-district,  especially 
in  the  Halton  portion,  where  the  school  was  closed.  The 
Medical  Officer  again  remarks,  that  in  his  opinion  the  com¬ 
pulsory  notification  of  measles,  as  a  means  of  its  preven¬ 
tion,  is  ‘‘of  very  little  avail,”  but  as  regards  chicken-pox  he 
says  it  is  particularly  necessary  that  notification  should  be 
continued,  as  there  will  be  a  large  influx  of  labour  into 
the  district  in  connection  with  the  Thirlmere  waterworks. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — At  Farleton  a  small  hospital 
is  provided.  Cases  treated  :  scarlet  fever  2  (1  death),  enteric 
fever  1. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply. — Improvements  have  taken  place  in  various 
portions  of  the  district ;  a%  Claughton,  where  some  of  the 
houses  were  dependent  upon  the  beck  water,  connections 
made  with  the  reservoir  on  the  Claughton  Manor  Estate.  No 
alteration  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  Leek  and  Cowan 
Bridge,  and  at  Arkholme  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve 
the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  water  supply  which  has 
existed  so  long. 

Sewage. — The  sewers  and  tanks  at  Caton,  Halton,  and 
Wray  have  been  overhauled  and  improved.  At  Caton,  septic 
tanks  and  filter  beds  constructed.  A  portion  of  the  Brook- 
house  sewer  has  been  relaid  and  ventilating  shafts  erected. 
The  nuisance  complained  of  at  Wennington,  in  the  previous 
year’s  report,  still  exists. 

Scave7iging. — The  owners  are  responsible  for  scavenging 
in  Halton,  Nether  Kellett,  and  Wray,  and  in  the  Parish  of 
Caton  this  work  is  carried  out  by  contract. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — There  is  still  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  at  many  of  the  farms  as  regards  lighting,  ventilation, 
and  drainage.  Factories  and  workshops  received  15 
inspections.  Privy  middens  converted  to  water  closets 
numbered  21.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Ellis)  served  211  notices  ; 
nuisances  remedied  175. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Better  sewerage  and  sewage 
merit.  treatment. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Necessity  for  improved  water 

supplies  to  certain  townships ; 
attention  to  cowsheds. 
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Preston. — (Area  in  acres,  52,929  ;  Census  Population,  exclud¬ 
ing  Institutions,  15,997). — Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
Charles  J.  Trimble,  L.R.C.P.E.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £75. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 

’  Respira-  Deaths 

Epidemic  Phthisis  tory  under  1 
Birth.  Death-  Death-  Death-  Death-  year  to 


rate. 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  24-6 

14-8 

1908  . 

.  27-8 

12*8 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  26T 

14-8 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 3  2  -j-2’0 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 1-5  nil. 


rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1,000 

Births. 

0-68 

1T8 

1-62 

93 

0-43 

0-68 

2-37 

94 

0-99 

0-67 

2'51 

117 

+0-25 

+0-50 

—0-75 

—1 

—0-31 

+0-51 

—0-89 

—24 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  16  (2  deaths),  scarlet  fever  34,  enteric  fever 
9  (1  death),  erysipelas  4.  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  4,  whooping  cough  3,  diarrhoea  1.  There  were 
frequent  outbursts  of  measles  :  in  April  at  New  Longton,  in 
May  at  Goosnargh,  in  September  at  Whitechapel  and  Wood- 
plumpton,  and  in  October  at  Goosnargh  and  Cottam.  In  the 
last  four  mentioned  places  it  was  found  necessary  to  adopt 
school  closure.  Whooping  cough,  in  February,  necessitated 
similar  action  at  Ribchester.  At  Penwortham,  in  May  and 
June,  mumps  prevailed  to  a  serious  extent,  but  by  careful 
exclusion  of  children  attending  school  from  infected  houses 
the  outbreak  was  controlled. 


Hospital  Accommodation  provided  for  all  purposes.  For 
small-pox  the  Elswick  joint  hospital  (Fylde,  Preston,  and 
Garstang)  is  available,  and  other  infectious  diseases  may  be 
removed  to  the  Preston,  Eulwood,  and  Longridge  hospital  at 
Fulwood.  Cases  treated :  diphtheria  3,  scarlet  fever  12, 
enteric  fever  3. 
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Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  at  the  Fulwood  hospital 
available.  Houses  fumigated  53. 

Water  Supply  for  the  greater  part  of  the  district  obtained 
either  from  the  Preston  Corporation  or  the  Fulwood  Urban 
Council.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  at  last  Ribchester  is 
within  measureable  distance  of  receiving  a  good  supply  of 
water.  The  Preston  Corporation  desired  to  borrow  money 
to  develop  the  Crawshaw  reservoirs,  and  at  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  Inquiry  the  Rural  Council  appeared  in  opposition 
until  they  had  secured  an  agreement  from  the  Corporation 
that  the  townships  of  Ribchester  and  HothersaU  would  be 
supplied.  Woodplumpton  is  still  in  want  of  a  reliable  supply, 
but  a  practical  scheme,  at  a  reasonable  cost,  has  not  yet  been 
evolved.  Water  mains  have  been  extended  from  Myerscough 
to  MeUor  Brook. 

Sewage. — Three  outfall  works  are  in  operation — Rib¬ 
chester,  continuous  precipitation  and  filtration  or  irrigation  ; 
Grimsargh,  closed  septic  tanks  and  filtration;  and  Farington, 
septic  tanks,  sprinkler  filters,  and  irrigation.  At  Penwortham 
a  further  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  has  been  held  into 
an  application  to  borrow  over  £2,000  to  complete  the  scheme, 
which  has  been  so  long  in  hand.  There  is  also  a  prospect 
that  a  proper  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  will 
soon  be  in  progress  for  Longton  and  Little  Hoole,  the  Council 
having  resolved  to  apply  for  a  loan  of  £16,300  to  lay  sewers 
and  construct  outfall  works. 

Scavenging  of  the  populous  areas  is  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Parochial  Committees. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Special  attention  has  of  late  been 
given  to  the  farms,  and  357  cowsheds  have  had  improvements 
effected  in  the  way  of  lighting,  ventilation,  and  increased 
cubic  space.  Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted 
against  8  purveyors  of  milk  for  non-compliance  with  notices 
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to  carry  out  specified  alterations.  Dr,  Trimble  draws  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  very  undesirable  practice  of  keeping  pigs  in  large 
numbers  at  milk-kitting  farms.  Canal  boats  examined  27. 
Notices  served  by  the  Inspector  (Mr.  Ashcroft)  367. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  The  adoption  of  schemes  for 
ments.  supplying  Ribchester  with 

water,  and  for  sewering 
Longton  and  Little  Hoole. 


Sefton. — (Area  in  acres,  14,866  ;  Census  Population,  5,808). 
— Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  C.  Bradshaw,  L.R.C.P.E., 


D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £90. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Pee 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

1909  . 

18-4 

12'5 

1908  . 

18-4 

13-6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

25-4 

140 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

nil. 

—IT 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

—70 

— L5 

1,000  OF  Population. 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0*51 

1-37 

L54 

74 

0-51 

0-86 

2-58 

65 

1-37 

0-92 

218 

119 

nil. 

-fO-51 

— 104 

+9 

—0-86 

+0-45 

-0-64 

—45 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  2,  scarlet 
fever  18,  enteric  fever  1,  erysipelas  9  (2  deaths).  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  2,  whooping  cough  1.  At 
Aintree  there  was  an  outbreak  of  measles,  but  school  closure 
was  not  necessary. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  cottage  hospital  at  Kirkby 
reserved  for  small- pox.  For  other  diseases  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  hospital  is  available.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria 
1,  scarlet  fever  8,  enteric  fever  1. 


Disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  carried  out  by  the 
Liverpool  Corporation. 

Water  Supply  obtained  mainly  from  the  Liverpool 
Corporation.  A  few  places  rely  on  wells,  which  are  frequently 
inspected. 

Sewage — except  at  Kirkby  Park,  where  a  septic  tank  is 
provided — mainly  runs  into  cesspools.  The  River  Alt  is  still 
in  a  filthy  condition.  (The  County  Council  are  urging  the 
Liverpool  Corporation  to  take  such  action  as  will  lead  to  its 
improvement) . 

Scavenging  in  West  Derby  performed  by  contract ;  in 
other  districts,  by  householders. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Six  insanitary  cottages  in  Carr 
Lane,  Ince  Blundell,  are  being  dealt  with.  Another  house 
was  condemned  and  demolished.  A  great  amount  of  attention 
is  bestowed  on  the  large  piggeries  which  exist  at  West  Derby  ; 
there  appears  to  be  a  general  desire  to  keep  these  places  in  a 
sanitary  condition.  Nuisances  remedied  110. 


Ulverston, — (Area  in  acres,  127,871  ;  Census  Population, 
17,716). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  H.  Patterson, 
M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £200. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

1909  .  21-1 

1908  .  19  0 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  .  21*6 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . +2T 


Ten  Years’’  Average. — O' 5 


Per  1,000  OF  Population. 

Rate  of 
Respira-  Heaths 


Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

10-6 

OTl 

0*67 

L69 

53 

13-3 

0-67 

112 

1-63 

91 

13-5 

0-70 

103 

1-69 

82 

-2-7  - 

—0-56  - 

-0-45 

+ 

o 

6 

—38 

-2-9 

—0-59  - 

-0-36 

nil. 

—29 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  not  been  adopted. 
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Dr.  Patterson  reports  that  “  I  fail  to  see  that  its  adoption 
would  be  any  benefit  to  the  district.” 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  18  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  48,  enteric  fever 
4,  erysipelas  4,  continued  fever  1.  Deaths  from  non-notifiable 
diseases  :  diarrhoea  1.  An  outbreak  of  diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Coniston,  necessitating  the 
closure  of  the  schools.  Dr.  Patterson  draws  the  attention 
of  the  school  managers  to  the  necessity  of  placing  their  school 
premises  in  a  more  satisfactory  sanitary  condition.  Scarlet 
fever  prevailed  somewhat  extensively  in  the  villages  of  Sawrey 
and  Lindale-in-Cartmel,  and  here  also  schools  had  to  be 
closed. 

Hospital  Accommodation  is  provided  at  High  Carley 
jointly  with  the  Ulverston  and  Dalton-in-Furness  Urban 
Districts.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  4,  scarlet  fever  31, 
enteric  fever  2.  For  small-pox  cases  an  arrangement  has 
been  entered  into  with  the  Barrow  Corporation. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus.  Houses  fumigated  44. 

Water  Supply. — Cartmel  district.  A  combined  scheme 
is  in  progress  for  supplying  Broughton  East,  Cartmel  Town, 
and  Cark  and  Flookburgh.  It  has  been  decided  to  apply  to 
the  Grange  Urban  Council  to  tap  their  mains  in  order  to 
obtain  a  supply  for  Newton-in-Cartmel.  Hawkshead 
Division  :  Backbarrow,  Colton,  is  stiU  without  a  water  supply, 
this  “  gravely  calls  for  consideration.”  The  village  of 
Satterthwaite  is  now  generally  satisfactory  in  respect  of  its 
supply.  High  Furness  Division  :  the  Coniston  scheme  is 
completed,  but  several  houses  at  Cat  Bank  are  in  want  of  a 
supply,  and  the  latter  remark  applies  to  a  number  of  houses 
at  Beckside,  Kirkby  Ireleth.  Low  Furness  Division :  a 
small  scheme  has  been  carried  out  at  Baycliffe,  Aldingham, 
and  an  additional  well  sunk  for  the  village  of  Leece. 
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Sewage. — Hawkshead  Division  :  Satisfactory  schemes 
completed  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  part  of  the  village  of 
Oxenpark,  Colton,  and  Outgate,  Hawkshead.  Low  Furness 
Division  :  An  efficient  scheme  for  the  village  of  Arrad  Foot, 
Egton-with-Newland,  has  been  carried  out,  and  the  completion 
of  the  scheme  for  Gleaston  is  under  consideration. 

Scavenging. — Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made 
by  the  various  Divisional  Committees  for  the  removal  of  the 
house  refuse  in  many  of  the  larger  villages.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  dangerous  and  insanitary  condition  of  the  streets 
of  Swarthmoor. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  condition  of  many  of  the  cow¬ 
sheds  is  anything  but  satisfactory  as  regards  air  space,  lighting, 
and  cleanliness  ;  Dr.  Patterson  considers  this  a  menace  to 
the  public  health,  and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
farmer.  To  workshops  and  factories  208  visits  of  inspection 
were  made.  Notices  served  100. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Scheme  for  water  supply  to 
ment.  Cartmel  district. 


Warrington, — (Area  in  acres,  19,360  ;  Estimated  Population, 
excluding  County  Asylum,  13,151). — Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  R.  Sephton,  L.R.C.P.E.  ;  Salary,  £150. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1.000  OF  POPUL.4.TION. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

.  22-5 

11-8 

1908  . 

.  22  0 

11*4 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  25-3 

12-3 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . -|-0'5  -f-OA 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under ] 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0-68 

0-45 

2-20 

70 

1-55 

0-54 

2-18 

109 

1-62 

0*57 

204 

113 

■0-87  —0-09  +0-02  —39 


Ten  Years’  Average. — 2-8  — 0*5  — 0*94  — 0T2  +0T6  — 43 
Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
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membranous  croup  34  (4  deaths),  scarlet  fever  61,  enteric 
fever  2,  erysipelas  11(1  death),  puerperal  fever  1.  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  3,  diarrhoea  2.  In  dealing 
with  the  various  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  it  was  found 
advisable  to  close  schools  at  Winwick,  Burtonwood,  and 
Penketh  on  account  of  measles,  and  at  Hollinfare  and  Croft, 
owing  to  scarlet  fever. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Warrington  Corporation 
hospitals  available.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  7  (1  death), 
scarlet  fever  4,  enteric  fever  2. 

# 

Disinfection. — Dry  heat  apparatus  at  the  hospital  used. 

Water  Supply. — Greater  portion  of  district  supplied  by 
Warrington  Corporation.  The  only  part  requiring  a  better 
supply  is  Rixton-with-Glazebrook,  which  at  present  relies  on 
wells. 

Sewage. — At  Burtonwood  a  small  outfall  works  is  pro¬ 
vided  ;  the  rest  of  the  district  drains  into  cesspools  or  ditches. 
At  Padgate  and  Orford  the  drainage  arrangements  are  not 
satisfactory. 

Scavenging. — At  Penketh,  this  work  is  carried  out  by 
contract. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Seven  houses  were  condemned  and 
afterwards  made  habitable.  A  few  structural  alterations 
carried  out  at  the  cowsheds.  Factories  and  workshops  received 
100  visits.  Canal  boats  examined  33.  The  Inspector  (Mr. 
Kerfoot)  dealt  with  226  nuisances. 

Sanitary  requirements.  A  thorough  system  of  sewerage 

'  at  Poulton  -  with  -  Fearnhead, 

and  Orford ;  better  water 
supply  to  Bixton-with-Glaze- 
brook. 
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West  Lancashire.  —  (Area  in  acres,  62,007  ;  Estimated 
Population,  21,208). — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  E. 
ScHOLEFiELD,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ;  Salary,  £450. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Pkr  1.000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

*H)eath 

rate. 

1909  . 

20-6 

12-6 

1908  . 

23*7 

13-7 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

23-4 

13-3 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . ■ 

— 3T 

—IT 

Ten  Years'  Average.- 

—2-8 

—0-7 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
j'ear  to 
1.000 
Births. 

0-33 

0-89 

2-73 

100 

0-76 

0-80 

P66 

98 

0-93 

0-89 

1-98 

no 

0-43 

+009 

+107 

+2 

-0-60 

nil. 

+0-75 

—10 

Injections  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  13,  scarlet  fever  82,  enteric  fever  6, 
erysipelas  14  (3  deaths).  Deaths  from  non-no tifiable  diseases  : 
measles  2,  whooping  cough  2,  diarrhoea  2.  Lydiate,  as  in 
the  previous  year,  was  the  township  to  suffer  most  from 
scarlet  fever,  and  again  probably  school  influence  was 
responsible  for  the  majority  of  cases ;  the  school  here  was 
closed  for  a  week  to  allow  of  disinfection.  Ninety-two  per 
cent,  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  were  isolated  in  hospital. 
The  townships  of  Aughton,  Rufford,  and  Tarleton  were  most 
affected  with  measles,  and  in  each  township  schools  had  to 
be  closed.  Altogether  over  three  hundred  cases  of  measles 
were  reported  to  the  Health  Officials,  mostly  by  school  teachers. 
On  Dr.  Scholefield’s  advice  the  Council,  in  December,  instituted 
a  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis.  Under  the 
Tuberculosis  Regulations  7  cases  were  notified. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Holly  House,  Aughton — 
formerly  a  country  residence — converted  into  an  isolation 
hospital  with  20  beds.  Cases  treated  :  diphtheria  5  (1  death), 
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scarlet  fever  76.  For  small-pox  a  tent  hospital — 8  beds — is 
available. 

Disinfection. — Thresh’s  steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital 
used  103  times,  4,971  articles  disinfected.  Rooms  fumigated 
403. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactorily 
supplied  with  water  of  excellent  quality.  The  Southport, 
Birkdale,  and  West  Lancashire  Joint  Board  have  two  wells  in 
Aughton,  another  is  being  sunk  in  Bickerstaffe,  and  a  fourth 
has  been  secured  from  Skelmersdale  Urban  District  Council, 
and  from  these  sources  9  townships  are  more  or  less  supplied. 
Two  townships  receive  their  supply  partially  from  the 
Ormskirk  Council,  two  from  Preston  Rural  Council,  two  from 
St.  Helens  Corporation,  and  one  from  the  Lathom  and 
Burscough  Council.  The  portion  of  Scarisbrick  known  as 
Narrow  Moss,  Moorfield  Lane,  and  Barrison  Green,  formerly 
supplied  by  wells  of  doubtful  character,  has  been  connected 
to  the  water  main. 

Sewage. — The  sewage  from  the  southern  portion  of 
Aughton  is  carried  to  outfall  works  in  the  south-west  of  the 
township,  whilst  that  from  the  northern  area  is,  by  agreement 
with  the  Ormskirk  Urban  Council,  discharged  into  the  main 
sewer  of  that  district.  A  small  area  in  the  township  of 
Bickerstaffe  is  also  connected  to  the  Ormskirk  sewer,  and 
the  Council  of  the  latter  district  have  again  been  approached 
respecting  the  admission  into  their  sewers  of  the  sewage  from 
a  portion  of  Scarisbrick,  and  this  time,  it  is  hoped,  the  result 
will  be  successful. 

Scavenging. — In  Aughton  this  work  is  performed  by 
contract ;  elsewhere  by  householders. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — In  certain  parts  of  the  district 
old-fashioned  thatched  cottages  still  exist ;  one  house  was 
condemned.  The  23  public  elementary  schools  were,  with 
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the  exception  of  two,  found  in  satisfactory  condition  ;  at 
Hesketh  Bank  the  large  room  was  overcrowded,  and  some  of 
the  classrooms  at  Bickerstaffe  were  also  too  small  for  the 
number  of  scholars  in  attendance.  Additional  means  of 
ventilation  provided  at  3  cowsheds.  Factories  and  workshops 
received  155  visits.  Canal  boats  inspected  62.  The  Inspector 
(Mr.  Peach)  reports  on  364  liuisances  abated,  1  after  legal 
proceedings.  Notices  served  186. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Water  supply  to  portions  of 
ment.  Scarisbrick. 

Sanitary  requirement.  System  of  scavenging  for  the 

congested  portion  of  Banks. 


Whiston. — (Area  in  acres,  31,281  ;  Estimated  Population, 
excluding  Institutions,  21,060). — Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Thos.  U.  Mercer,  M.B.,  D.P.H. ;  Salary,  £150. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  OF  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . . . 

.  23*8 

10*7 

1908  . 

.  25*0 

10*9 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

.  24*9 

11*9 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on — 

Previous  Year . — 1*2  — 0*2 

Ten  Years'  Average. — 1*1  — 1*2 


Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Bespira- 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Bate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

0*71 

0*99 

2*42 

91 

0*77 

0*43 

2*26 

77 

1*25 

0*73 

2*16 

103 

-0*06 

+0*56 

+0*16 

+14 

-0*54 

+0*26 

+0*26 

—12 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  13,  scarlet  fever  170,  enteric  fever  10  (2 
deaths),  erysipelas  14,  puerperal  fever  1  (fatal).  Deaths  from 
non-notifiable  diseases  :  measles  5,  whooping  cough  6,  diarrhoea 
2.  Scarlet  fever  was  much  more  prevalent  than  usual, 
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every  township  having  furnished  its  quota,  with  the  exception 
of  Speke.  Whiston  suffered  most,  closely  followed  by  Eccles- 
ton.  In  four  instances  children  were  found  going  about  in  an 
infectious  state,  three  of  them  attending  school.  Measles 
and  mumps  also  prevailed,  four  schools  having  to  be  closed. 
Dr.  Mercer  condemns  the  common  practice  of  teachers 
sending  children  out  from  school  to  enquire  the  cause  of 
absence  of  other  scholars.  In  one  instance  three  separate 
messengers  were  sent  to  a  house  at  which  a  number  of  children 
were  suffering  from  mumps.  The  compulsory  notification  of 
phthisis  is  recommended. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  for  all  diseases — 20 
beds  for  small-pox  and  34  for  other  infectious  diseases.  Cases 
treated  :  diphtheria  12,  scarlet  fever  128,  enteric  fever  5 
(1  death). 

Disinfection. — Washington  Lyon’s  steam  apparatus  at 
hospital  available.  Houses  fumigated  153. 

Water  Supply  is  obtained  mainly  from  the  Corporations  of 
Liverpool,  Warrington,  Widnes,  and  St.  Helens.  Outlying 
districts  rely  on  wells,  many  of  which  are  hable  to  contamina¬ 
tion.  The  greater  part  of  Bold  has  now  been  supplied  from 
the  Widnes  mains,  but  there  are  still  some  small  areas  in  which 
water  is  urgently  required. 

Sewage  works  are  provided  at  Bainhill,  Whiston,  and 
Eccleston  ;  sewage  of  Hale,  Ditton,  and  part  of  Halewood  is 
discharged  into  the  Biver  Mersey ;  from  other  townships  it 
runs  into  brooks  and  ditches. 

Scavenging  in  Eccleston,  Bainhill,  | Whiston,  and  part  of 
Windle,  carried  out  by  contract ;  elsewhere  householders 
are  responsible. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Twenty-six  houses  were  condemned, 
13  of  wliich  were  subsequently  made  habitable.  Considerable 
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improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  cowsheds, 
but  some  are  still  “  bad.”  At  the  factories  and  workshops, 
to  which  130  visits  were  paid,  only  4  defects  were  noted. 
Twenty  privy  middens  abolished ;  2,050  remain.  The 

Inspector  (Mr.  Fraser)  served  76  notices  ;  nuisances  abated  156. 

Notable  sanitary  improve-  Completion  of  water  scheme  for 
ment.  township  of  Bold. 

Sanitary  requirements.  Conversion  of  privies  and  pail 

closets  to  water  closets  ;  water 
supply  to  several  districts  ; 
better  scavenging. 


Wigan. — (Area  in  acres,  11,695  ;  Estimated  Population, 
7,035). — Medical  Of[icer  of  Health,  J.  H.  Wilson,  M.D.  ; 
Salary,  £80. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

1909  . 

25-8 

12*7 

1908  . 

24-2 

16*6 

Mean  of  10  years 

1899-1908  . 

28-4 

15*3 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on — 

Previous  Year . 

4-1*6 

—3*9 

Ten  Years’’  Average. 

—2*6 

—2*6 

Rate  of 
Eespira-  Deaths 
tory  under  1 
Death-  year  to 
rate.  1,000 
Births. 


0*71 

0*85 

2*41 

54 

1*73 

0*28 

3-89 

107 

1*24 

0*71 

3*13 

127 

—1*02 

+0*57 

—1*48 

—53 

—0*53 

+0T4 

—0*72 

—73 

Bek  1,000  OF  POPUI.ATION. 


Epidemic  Phthisis 
Death-  Death- 

rate.  rate. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  notified  :  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  9  (1  death),  scarlet  fever  29  (2  deaths), 
enteric  fever  4  (2  deaths),  erysipelas  18.  Deaths  from  non- 
notifiable  diseases  :  nil.  School  closure  had  to  be  resorted 
to  at  Dalton,  on  account  of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  chicken- 
pox,  mostly  the  latter. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  of  a  temporary  character  — 4 
beds — provided  at  Shevington  for  small-pox.  This  district 
is  associated  with  others  under  an  Order  of  the  County 
Council  for  providing  a  small-pox  hospital.  No  provision 
for  ordinary  infectious  diseases.  One  case  of  enteric  fever 
was  removed  to  the  Wigan  sanatorium. 

I 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus. 

Water  Supply. — Haigh,  Worthington  (part),  Wrightington 
(part),  Parbold,  and  Appley  Bridge  have  public  supplies. 
The  scheme  for  providing  Mossy  Lea  with  water  is  in  abeyance. 
Dalton  supplied  from  deep  wells  and  springs. 

Sewage. — At  Haigh,  septic  tanks,  triple  contact  beds,  and 
storm  beds  are  in  operation.  Elsewhere  sewage  is  discharged 
mostly  into  cesspools  or  ditches. 

Scavenging  performed  by  contract  in  sections  is  not 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Two  cowsheds  deficient  in  ventila¬ 
tion,  &c.,  will  shortly  be  “  brought  up  to  the  standard.”  To 
factories  and  workshops  14  visits  were  paid.  Canal  boats 
examined  32.  No  privy  conversion  took  place,  although  924 
are  in  existence.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  Bimson)  served  29 
notices  ;  nuisances  abated  26. 

Sanitary  requirements.  A  more  up-to-date  sewerage 

system  ;  abolition  of  privies  ; 
disinfecting  appliances. 
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*EXTRACT  FROM  THE  METEOROLOGICAL  RERORT 


BY  THE 

REV.  W.  SIDGREAVES,  S.J.,  F.R.A.S., 

Of  Sto7iyhurst  College  Observatory . 


SUMMARY  OF  "OBSERVATIONS 


F'OR  1909. 


Results  of  Observations  taken  during  the  Year. 

Mean  for  the 
last 

]  62  years. 

Headings  of  Barometer  m  inches 

• 

Mean  of  the  year  ... 

29-495 

29-497 

Highest  Monthly  Mean  (Eehruary) 

29-711 

29-747 

Lowest  ,,  ,,  (March) 

29-090 

29-228 

Highest  Reading  (January  4th)... 

30-273 

30-294 

Lowest  ,,  (December  3rd) 

27-709 

28-243 

Range 

2-564 

2-051 

Thermometer,  Fahrenheit. 

Highest  Alonthly  Mean  Temperature 

(August)  ... 

58-2 

58-6 

Lowest  ,,  ,,  (Eehruary)... 

37-3 

35-3 

Highest  Reading  of  a  Max.  Therm. 

(August  15th)  ... 

75-1 

81-6 

Lowest  Reading  of  a  Min.  Therm. 

(December  21st)  ... 

15-1 

15-7 

Range  of  Thermometer  Readings 

60-0 

65-9 

Mean  of  Highest  Daily  ,, 

52-1 

54-7 

Mean  of  Lowest  Daily  ,, 

40-6 

40-7 

Mean  Daily  Range 

11-5 

14-0 

Deduced  Mean  Temperature  (from  mean 

of  Max.  and  Min.) 

45-6 

46-8 

Mean  Temperature  from  Dry  Bulb 

46-7 

46-9 

Adopted  Mean  Temperature  of  the  Year. 

46-2 

46-8 

Mean  Temperature  of  Evaporation 

43-9 

44-5 

Mean  Temperature  of  Dew  Point 

41-4 

42-1 

Mean  elastic  force  of  Vapour  ...inches 

0-268 

0-273 

Mean  weight  of  Vapour  in  a  cubic  foot  of 

air  ...  ...  ...  ...grains 

3-1 

3-3 

Mean  additional  weight  required  for 

saturation  ...  ...  ...  grains 

0-7 

0-7 

Mean  degree  of  Humidity  (saturation  100) 

84 

84  . 

*  Introduced  kind  permission. 
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Results  of  Observations  taken  during  the  Year. 

Mean  for  the 
last 

62  years. 

Mean  weight  of  a  cubic  foot  of  air... grains 

540-0 

539-3 

Mean  amount  of  Cloud  (0 — 10)  ... 

6-6 

7-3 

Total  fall  of  Eain  ...  ...  ...  inches 

48-769 

46-928 

Greatest  Monthly  Eainfall  (July)  ,, 

7-513 

7-494 

Least  ,,  ,,  (May)  ,, 

2-445 

1-228 

Greatest  Eainfall  in  one  day  (Feb.  3rd)  , , 

2-000 

1-627 

No.  of  days  per  Month  on  which  -005 

inch  or  more  Eain  fell ... 

17-8 

17-0 

SUMMAEY  OF  WiND. 


No.  of  days  in  the 
year  on  which  the 
prevailing  wind  was 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

s. 

s.w. 

w. 

N.W. 

27 

68 

21 

15 

34 

62 

107 

31 

Mean  Velocity  in 
miles  per  hour  ... 

5-7 

6-0 

10-1 

10-1 

9-9 

8-6 

10-7 

9-1 

Total  No.  of  miles 
for  each  direction... 

3664 

9730 

5070 

3627 

8097 

1 

1275027450 

1 

6777 

Total  No.  of  miles  registered  ... 
Greatest  Monthly  Total  (October) 

Least  ,,  ,,  (September)  .. 

Greatest  hourly  velocity  (December  3rd) 
Prevailing  Direction  of  Wind... 


Mean  for  the 
last 

42  years. 

77165 

86864-4 

8293 

10082-7 

4392 

5101-1 

49 

52-0 

W. 

W. 

Differences,  1909. 


The  signs  +  and  —  mean  respectively  above  and  below 

the  Yearly  average. 


Mean  barometric  pressure 
Yearly  range  ,, 

Mean  of  highest  temperatures 
Mean  of  lowest  ,, 

Mean  daily  range  ... 

Adopted  mean  temperature 
Total  rainfall 


—  0‘002  in. 
+  0-513  „ 

-  2-6° 
0-1^ 

-  2-5^ 

-  0-6^ 

+  1-841  in. 
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Absolute  Extremes  for  the  Last  62  Years. 
Readmgs  of  Barometer,  in  inches. 


Highest  monthly  mean 
Lowest  ,,  ,, 

Highest  yearly  ,, 
Lowest  ,,  ,, 

Greatest  monthly  range 
Least  ,,  ,, 

Highest  reading 
Lowest  ,, 

Extreme  range 


1891  (Feb.) 

...  29*997 

1868  (Dec.) 

...  28*984 

1896 

...  29*584 

1872 

...  29*319 

1886  (Dec.) 

...  2*795 

1852  (July) 

...  0*505 

1896  (Jan.  9) 

...  30*597 

1886  (Dec.  8) 

...  27*350 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  3*247 

Thermometer,  Fahrenheit. 


Highest  monthly  mean  temperature...  1901  (July) 


Lowest  ,, 

Highest  yearly 
Lowest  ,, 

Highest  reading 
Lowest  ,, 


...1855  (Feb.) 
...1868 
...1879 

...1901  (July  20) 
...-1881  (Jan.  15) 


63-2 

28-6 

49-1 

44-1 

89-0 

4-6 


Weight  of  Vapour  in  a  cubic  foot  of  air  (grains). 
Greatest  monthly  mean  ...  ...1852  (July)  ...  5*1 

Least  ,,  „  ...  ...1855  (Eeb.  and  on 

other  dates)  ...  1*4 

Rainfall,  in  inches. 

Greatest  Eainfall  in  one  day...  ...1866  (Nov.  16)  ...  3*700 

Greatest  ,,  ,,  month  ...1870  (Oct.)  ...  13*437 

Least  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...1859  (May)  ...  0*249 

Greatest  ,,  ,,  year  ...1866  ...  ...  62*093 

Least  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...1887  ...  ...  31*250 

Days  on  which  *005in.  or  more  Eain  fell : 

Greatest  No.  in  one  month  ...1890  (Jan.)  ...  30 

Least  ,,  ,,  ...1852  (Mar.)  ...  3 

Greatest  ,,  year  ...1872  ...  ...  281 

Least  ,,  ,,  ...1855  ...  ...  135 


Wind  (Record  dates  from  1867  only). 

Greatest  hourly  velocity,  in  miles  ...1894  (Dec.  22)  ...  72 

Greatest  No.  of  miles  registered  in  a 

month  ...  ...  ...  ...1888  (Nov.)  ...  12813 

Least  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...1888  (Sept.)  ...  3261 

Greatest  Mean  No.  ,,  ,,  ...March  ...  ...  8575 

Least  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...September  ...  6176 

Greatest  No.  ,,  ,,  year. ..1868  ...  ...102395 

Least  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...1909  ...  ...  77165 


MONTHLY  TOTALS  FOR  EACH  HOUR  OF  RECORDED  SUNSHINE. 
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TABLE  I. — DEATHS  registered  during  the  year  1909  in  the  URBAN  DISTRICTS  of  the  Administrative  County  of 
Lancaster,  classified  according  to  Ages  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Area  and  Population  of  such 
Localities,  and  the  Birth-rate  and  Death-rates  during  the  year. 

Notes  : — (a)  The  Area  and  “  Census  ”  Population  of  each  District  are  taken  from  the  Census  Return. 
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Excluding  a  population  of  2,702  in  Public  InstitTitions.  f  J3y  the  Manchester  (Corporation  Act,  lOOi),  tliis  Distript  was  transferred  to 

the  City  of  Maiicliester  on  November  9th,  J9()9.  Statistics  relate  to  period  prior  to  that  date. 
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Excluding  a  population  of  2,500  in  Public  Institutions — persons  not  belonging  to  the  Borough. 
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By  the  Manchester  Corporation  Act,  1909,  this  District  was  transferred  to  the  City  of  Manchester  on  November  9th,  1909. 

Statistics  relate  to  period  prior  to  that  date. 
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By  the  Manchesjter  Corporation  Act,  1909,  this  District  was  transferred  to  the  City  of  Manchester  on  November  9th,  1909, 

Statistics  relate  to  period  prior  to  that  date, 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  five  years  of  age. 
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t  Notifiable  in  4  districts.  t  Temporarily  notifiable  in  2  districts.  §  Cases  reported  voluntarily  in  a  few  districts. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION.* 


The  increasing  interest  taken  by  medical  officers  of 
health  in  regard  to  social  questions  appertaining  to  personal 
hygiene  and  the  well-being  of  the  people  has  induced  me  to 
make  a  few  remarks  bearing  on  what  may  be  considered 
the  earlier  sanitation  and  the  administrative  methods  more 
recently  introduced  which  seem  destined  to  guide  our  foot¬ 
steps  in  the  future.  Some  of  you  will  remember  the  problems 
which  exercised  the  minds  of  our  profession  soon  after  the 
passing  of  the  great  Public  Health  Act  of  1875.  Many  of 
these  have  been  solved  and  ceased  to  be  the  subject  of  further 
discussion,  while  others  are  only  now  becoming  ripe  for 
legislation. 

The  crusade  initiated  against  communal  uncleanness 
has  resulted  in  better  systems  of  sewerage,  improved  paving 
of  streets,  the  opening  out  of  courts,  purer  water  supplies, 
better  scavenging,  and  the  more  scientific  treatment  of  refuse. 
The  rivers  of  the  country,  instead  of  being  foul  and  a  source 
of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  public,  are,  thanks  to  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Act,  1876,  and  the  subsequent  formation  of  Joint 
Watershed  Committees,  once  more  clean  and  capable  of 
being  again  used  for  recreative  and  other  purposes. 

Notification  of  infectious  disease,  first  obtained  by  a 
local  enactment  in  1876,  made  adoptive  in  1889,  and  applied 
compulsorily  to  the  whole  country  in  1899,  has,  with  the 
more  general  provision  of  isolation  hospitals,  enabled  health 
authorities  to  act  expeditiously  in  controlling  communicable 

*  Address  by  Medical  Officer  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Conference  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  at  the  Congress 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Brighton,  September,  1910. 


247 


disease.  The  diminution  of  small-pox,  however,  has  unfor¬ 
tunately  had  the  effect  of  inducing  legislature,  in  deference 
to  the  pertinacity  and  clamour  of  a  few,  to  pass  the 
Vaccination  Acts  of  1898  and  1907,  and  so  extend  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  exemption  certificates.  This  action 
has  contributed  enormously  to  the  number  of  unprotected 
members  of  the  community,  and  consequently  increased  the 
danger  of  widespread  epidemic  with  the  attendant  suffering 
and  expense. 

The  influence  of  these  earlier  sanitary  reforms  is  largely 
reflected  in  the  lowered  death-rate  of  the  country  and  in  the 
reduction  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months. 
Typhus  fever  has  practically  disappeared,  and  enteric  fever 
(with  a  death-rate  averaging  OTl  per  1,000  of  the  population 
for  the  five  years  1901-5,  as  against  0-27  in  1876-80)  shows  a 
diminished  distribution  and  reduced  virulence.  According 
to  the  Registrar  General  (Report  1907)  in  proportion  to  the 
living,  the  victims  of  phthisis  are  now  only  half  as  numerous 
as  they  were  some  fifty  years  ago.  The  diminution  which 
is  going  on  continuously  has  led  men  like  Sir  Lauder  Brunton 
to  predict  that  in  the  course  of  25  or  30  years  this  disease 
will  become  a  rarity.  It  is  certainly  gratifying  to  observe 
that  a  foe  so  disastrous  to  mankind  has  been  scotched  if  not 
killed.  By  the  application  of,  scientific  knowledge  respecting 
phthisis,  the  provision  of  sanatoria,  improved  education,  and 
hygienic  environment,  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  curtail 
the  spread  of  the  disease  ought  in  the  immediate  future  to 
greatly  accelerate  its  decline. 

In  more  recent  years  those  employed  in  sanitary  work 
have  had  to  take  into  consideration  various  problems  affecting 
the  social  and  domestic  life  of  the  people  ;  other  questions 
have  also  been  brought  to  light  by  the  majority  and  minority 
reports  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Poor  Laws,  which 
seem  to  emphasise  the  need  of  a  clearer  conception  of  the 


248 


relationship  of  poverty  and  destitution  in  the  causation 
of  disease,  and  to  point  to  the  most  appropriate  way  of 
initiating  measures  of  prevention.  At  the  Leeds  Congress 
last  year  Dr.  Newsholme  drew  attention  to  the  necessit}^  of  a 
“  wider  and  more  exact  knowledge  of  h3^giene.”  He  said  : — 
“  it  is  being  increasingly  realised  that  the  vdiole  range  of  the 
physical,  mental,  and  to  a  large  extent  of  the  moral  life  of 
mankind  may  be  brought  within  the  range  of  preventive 
medicine,  and  that,  as  medical  knowledge  grows,  the  number 
of  diseases  that  can  be  regarded  as  preventable  will  increase 
and  public  administration  will  extend  beyond  its  present 
limits.”  He  also  suggested  that  the  medical  officer  of  health 
who  is  most  successful  in  his  work  ''  impresses  upon  all  the 
local  authorities — sanitarj^,  educational,  and  parochial — of  his 
district  the  inter-relation  of  their  work,  and  calls  to  his  aid 
the  united  effort  of  these  authorities  and  of  the  numerous 
voluntary  agencies  who  are  seeking  to  remove  the  evils  of 
municipal  or  domestic  uncleanliness,  of  overcrowding  and 
defective  housing,  of  insufficient  and  belated  care  of  the  sick, 
and  to  ensure  the  beneficial  results  obtainable  from  the  best 
methods  of  education  and  recreation.”  The  close  relationship 
between  poverty  and  disease  has  long  been  recognised,  but 
the  new  doctrine  that  the  public  health  administration  must 
act  as  the  chief  means  of  removing  destitution  from  our 
midst  goes  beyond  what  liitherto  some  have  thought  to  be 
within  the  domain  of  practical  hygiene,  and  one  can  quite 
conceive  that  it  may  involve  the  scrapping,  possibly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  public  health  service,  of  many  older  forms 
of  administrative  procedure. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  overlaj^ping  of  local  govern¬ 
ing  bodies,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
is  undesirable,  adding  much  to  the  expense  and  difficulties 
of  public  authorities,  without  any  corresponding  advantage. 
There  is  no  reason,  for  instance,  why  guardians  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  administer  the  Vaccination  Acts,  while  the  sanitar^^ 
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authority  has  to  control  outbreaks  of  small-pox.  Nor  should 
two  bodies — the  guardians  and  sanitary  authorities — be 
concerned  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis.  Reference  has  also 
been  made  to  the  fact  that  midwives  outside  the  county 
boroughs  are  controlled  by  the  County  Council,  while  health 
visitors  to  babies  are  usually  employed  by  the  local  sanitary 
authority,  infant  protection  visitors  by  the  board  of  guar¬ 
dians,  and  school  nurses  by  the  Education  Authority.  It  is 
likely  that  a  further  difficulty  will  be  occasioned  by  the 
method  of  remuneration  of  practitioners,  called  in  according 
to  rule  18  made  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902.  The  Depart¬ 
mental  Committee  recommend  that  the  fee  should  be  paid 
by  the  Poor  Law  Authoritv,  "  when  the  medical  man  cannot 
otherwise  obtain  payment.”  In  a  circular,  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  February  this  year,  guardians 
are  required  to  exercise  their  powers  under  Section  2  of  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  1848,  and  to  pay  a  reasonable 
remuneration  to  the  medical  man  called  in,  and  it  mav  be 
observed  that  by  clause  17  (1)  of  the  Midwives  (No.  2)  Bill 
now  before  Parliament  it  is  sought  to  legalise  this  mode  of 
payment.  You  will  remember  that  evidence  was  given 
before  the  Departmental  Committee  by  mj^self ,  as  representing 
the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  strongly  advocating 
the  payment  of  doctors  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
in  the  same  way  as  the  system  adopted  by  the  cities  of  Liver¬ 
pool  and  Manchester. 

For  a  long  time  it  has  been  felt  that  the  efficient  discharge 
of  duties  by  public  health  officials  is  interfered  with  by  their 
appointments  being  dependent  on  re-election  at  the  expiration 
of  limited  terms  of  office  extending  over  periods  varying 
from  one  to  five  years.  The  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
security  of  tenure  by  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
of  last  year,  has  giyen  rise  to  much  satisfaction  ;  although 
the  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health  concerned  are  least  in 
need  of  this  additional  security,  yet  the  introduction  of  the 
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‘‘  thin  end  of  the  wedge  ”  is  a  gratifying  indication  that 
further  extension  of  the  principle  may  follow.  The  additional 
administrative  power  given  to  County  Councils  under  the 
Act  may  be  used  for  securing  harmonious  work  in  the  smaller 
districts,  and  perhaps  prove  the  means  of  initiating  a  more 
progressive  policy  than  at  present  exists.  In  the  performance 
of  his  duties  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to 
supervise,  and  if  necessary  control,  district  public  health  work, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  should  have  available  a  sufficient 
staff  and  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  assistance  he  may 
require.  One  of  the  chief  drawbacks  to  efficiency  of  sanitary 
government  in  districts,  is  the  small  size  of  the  units  concerned, 
and  the  inadequate  salaries  paid  to  the  officials  for  work 
which  is  constantly  being  augmented  without  any  additional 
remuneration. 

Those  who  have  to  administer  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  must  have  experienced  much  difficulty  in  securing 
conviction  of  the  guilty  owing  to  the  complicated  formalities 
which  have  to  be  complied  with.  In  the  case  of  milk  adultera¬ 
tion  the  simplicity  of  the  operation  is  often  too  great  a 
temptation  for  the  dishonest  dealer  to  resist.  This  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that,  although  the  adulteration  of  other  articles 
of  food  has  to  a  great  extent  declined,  the  tampering  with 
milk  continues  in  the  same  proportion  as  formerly  ;  and  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  many  new  devices  are  now  in¬ 
troduced,  such  as  “  toning  ”  the  milk  by  mixing  it  with 
such  a  proportion  of  separated  milk  that  the  mixture  will 
just  comply  with  the  milk  regulations.  In  a  recent  case 
in  Lancashire  the  public  analyst  found  0-25  per  cent, 
of  egg  albumen  and  0’2  per  cent,  of  wheat  flour,  which  had 
been  introduced  most  probably  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  fictitious  ‘‘  body  ”  to  the  milk,  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  detect  the  presence  of  colouring  matter  and  pre¬ 
servatives.  Impurities  are  often  found  in  the  milk  in 
undue  quantities,  indicating  the  filthy  surroundings  of  the 
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cow  and  the  want  of  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  those  engaged 
in  the  milking  operations.  Professor  Delepine  discovered 
in  the  Manchester  milk  in  1906  a  quantity  of  slime  or  dirt 
which,  in  the  dail}^  supply,  he  estimated  at  39  lbs.,  while  only 
68  per  cent,  of  the  milk  could  be  accounted  clean.  Investiga¬ 
tions,  with  similar  results,  have  been  carried  out  in  Liverpool 
and  other  large  towns.  Although  no  constant  relationship 
exists  between  the  amount  of  dirt  and  the  pathogenic  properties 
of  milk,  there  seems  to  be  some  co-relation,  not  only  with 
regard  to  tuberculosis,  but  in  relation  to  other  lesions  which 
are  liable  to  occur  in  inoculated  animals. 

Much  good  was  expected  from  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Bill  introduced  bv  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  before  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  but  withdrawn. 
In  my  opinion,  if  re-introduced,  it  would  be  improved  by 
making  the  County  Council  directly  responsible  in  rural 
districts  for  the  supervision  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  and 
the  conti’ol  of  the  milk  supply,  instead  of  waiting,  as 
proposed,  until  it  can  be  shown  that  the  Council  of 
a  County  District  have  failed  to  fulfil  their  duties.  It  is 
interesting  to  o  13 serve  that  according  to  this  Bill  the  question 
of  warranty  or  invoice,  which  always  causes  so  much  trouble 
in  food  prosecutions,  will  not  in  the  case  of  milk  be  available 
as  a  defence  in  any  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts.  The  desirability  of  fixing  a  standard  for  milk 
which  would  be  acceptable  to  the  farmer  and  fair  to  the 
purchaser  is  generally  admitted.  At  present  the  “  pre¬ 
sumptive  ”  standard  renders  prosecutions  by  local 
authorities  very  uncertain  and  opens  the  door  to  so  much 
abuse.  The  “  control  ”  sample  or  appeal  to  the  cow,” 
even  when  taken  within  48  hours  of  the  time  when  the  first 
sample  was  purchased,  has  not  been  found  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  to  get  over  the  difficulties  experienced  in 
prosecutions  or  “  afford  adequate  security  against  the 
mischance  of  instituting  proceedings  against  innocent  persons.” 
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To  give  an  instance  of  a  carefully  considered  opinion  on  this 
subject,  I  may  mention  that  at  a  conference  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Councils  in  March  last  on  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  &c.,  a  resolution  was  passed  urging  the 
desirability  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  being  given  power 
to  fix  a  standard  which  should  be  conclusive  evidence  that 
milk  is  not  genuine,  and  not  only  raise  a  presumption  until 
the  contrary  is  proved.”  Local  authorities  may  well  ask 
why  the  recommendations  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  food  preservatives,  whose  report  was  issued  so  long  ago  as 
1901,  have  not  had  effect  given  to  them.  As  regards  milk, 
the  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  addition  of 
preservatives  Avas  not  necessary  to  the  milk  trade  even  in  hot 
weather,  and  recommended  that  the  addition  of  any  preserA^a- 
tive  to  milk  should  be  considered  an  offence.  To  this  extent 
the  most  A^aluable  food  for  the  sustenance  of  infant  and 
invalid  is  safeguarded,  but  there  is  much  room  to  doubt  the 
sufficiency  of  the  protection  afforded. 


